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Parish Link is produced for all in the parishes of Bunbury and Tilstone Fearnall 
New start date for Lent course - 1st March (see back page) 
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Bunbury Explorers  

Casino Night 
On Friday 17th March 2006 

At Bunbury Village Hall 
Tickets £20 including 

Champagne reception and  
4 course gourmet meal 
Live music and dancing  

Black tie 
Professional croupier 

Prizes to be won at auction 
Details: Sarah-Jane Stockman 

01829 260714 

Rick joins Cheshire set 
Yes, Rick has finally managed a bit of 
social climbing! Cheshire Life 
magazine featured him in a double-
page spread in the February issue, 
after hearing about Ranulph 
Fiennes’s connection with St 
Boniface. After meeting Rick, the 
magazine’s photographer was heard 
to remark, “If my vicar was like that, 
I’d probably be more inclined to go to 
church. ” The article is a lovely 
compliment to Rick and, with its 
accompanying photos, offers a 
truthful picture of Rick’s ministry 
here. 
Here Rick enjoys the Target 1250 
Burns Night Ceilidh - more pictures 
on page 5. 

Sadlers Wells Wood land acquired 

St.Judes under pressure - please help 
St Judes Church, Tilstone Fearnall, is facing  serious financial 
difficulty following the reorganisation, by the Diocese, of 
Parish Share and falling congregation numbers. Church 
leaders are anxious that St.Judes could even face closure.  
St Judes has been the local church for Tilstone Fearnall since 
1837 and many people still want to be christened, confirmed 
and married there. Rick and the Church Wardens have 
written to all those on the church’s electoral roll and appeal 

to anyone with an interest in the church to consider making a 
regular donation, by standing order, to help keep the church 
out of debt. Please contact: Rosie McCubbine (treasurer) at 
Karibu, Bunbury Lane Alpraham, Tarporley Cheshire,  
CW6 9JD.  
All gifts will be most gratefully received, and Gift Aid adds 
another 28% at no additional cost to the donor.  

At last the purchase of Sadlers Wells 
Community Woodland has gone 
through, securing its long term future 
and, in the words of the Trust Deed, 
”making it available for public enjoy-
ment and education”. The Trustees are 
already planning to plant 800 native 
hardwood trees on an additional 2 - 
acre plot acquired at the same time, 
thereby restoring part of the ancient 
boundary. 
“This is a very proud day for the trust, 
but it is only the start of what we aim to 
achieve”, said Ernest Croley, Chairman 
of Trustees of Sadlers Wells Wood, 

pictured below with fellow trustee Mike 
Bourne planting their first new tree. 
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  The Reverend RICK GATES The Vicarage, Bunbury 01829 260991 
  Rick’s e-mail:   Rick@prayer.fsnet.co.uk 
 The Reverend Jane Stephenson (parish curate)  250249 
 Peter and Kath Collinge (pastoral support) 260077
    
St Boniface 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley  260344 
  Walter Done 01244 332563 
 Youth Worker Johnny Gillett  260680 
 Secretary Jill Robey 260081 
 Flowers Margaret Bourne 260944 
St. Jude’s 
 Churchwardens: Bob Gardner 260555 
  Ann Latham 260488 
 Secretary Carolyn Johnson 260703 
 Organist Ann Badrock 260343 
Calveley 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley 260344 
  Walter Done 01244 332563 
 Organist John Batchelor 261056 
 PCC contact Yvonne Wood 01270 528442 

SOVEREIGN  
WINDOWS 

HIGH SECURITY INTERNALLY GLAZED 
WINDOWS OF QUALITY  

FULLY GUARANTEED FOR 10 YEARS 
 

Sovereign Windows Established 1984 
 

TEL : PHILIP 
STUBBS 
01829 

260166  

 
 
Nicola Roberts, expert in  

curtains and soft furnishings  
 

Tel: 01829 262464 or 07903 825837 
Ivy House, Alpraham, Tarporley, Cheshire 

Delamere 
Garden 
Services 
01606 882708 or 07746 452154 
 
Free advice, no obligation 

Nature notes 

 

Not all Nature is caught out by the cold. The hedgehog avoids 
the rigours of winter simply by opting out and going to sleep. 
After gorging itself on good autumn pickings, it makes a bed 
of leaves and moss in some cosy hedgeside nook and snores 
contentedly during the worst of the cold. ‘Hibernation’ simply 
derives from the Latin for Winter. It is a natural process that 
enables certain animals to pass an otherwise difficult period 
without the effort of seeking food. The action of the animal’s 
heart diminishes considerably; breathing is minimal. A 
hibernating animal appears to be dead, indeed it is very near 
to death. It exists on the fat tissue stored up in its body. As 
the temperature rises, the sleeping animal awakes. It is a lot 
thinner and lighter than when it bedded down and in this 
sleepy state it sets out to find food. 
This is when, unfortunately, they will be spotted squashed on 
the road. Every year millions of wild animals are killed as they 
cross the road. Unfortunate though these accidents are, they 
reveal a lot about the wildlife living in an area and by noting 
when and where an accident happened you can often piece 
together the story behind a life lost on the road. Apart from 
the innumerable insects written off on windscreens, huge 
numbers of amphibians, birds and mammals also end up as 
traffic victims. Even if you have never seen a living hedgehog, 

fox or badger, you will probably have spotted a dead one 
beside the road. Recently-hit bodies are most common in the 
morning because most of our wild mammals are nocturnal 
and so are hit at night. 

‘I am very fond of hedgehogs, which makes me want to say 
That I’m struck with wonder how there’s any left today 
For each morning as I travel and no short distance that 
All I see are hedgehogs, squashed and dead and flat 
Now hedgehogs are not clever, No hedgehogs are quite dim 
And when he sees your headlights, well it doesn’t occur to him 
That the very wisest thing to do, is up and run away 
No he curls up in a stupid ball and no doubt starts to pray 
Well, motor cars do travel at a most alarming rate 
And by the time you sees him, it is very much too late 
And thus he gets a-squasho’d, unrecorded but for me 
With me pen and paper, sitting in a tree 
It is statistically proven, in chapter and in verse 
That in a car and hedgehog fight, the hedgehog comes off worse 

 

(From Pam Ayres’ poem In Defence of Hedgehogs.) 
Liz Jones 
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Coming to Him 

Lent - a time for musical change? 

The power of prayer 

So what are you going to give up for Lent this year?   
Chocolate maybe, or beer? This tradition is all about turning 
over a new leaf, doing something to change our lives – 
however small. Maybe Lent is an opportunity to change in a 
more dramatic way, to change our lives and our relationship 
with God. One of my favourite hymns, by one of the greatest 
and most prolific of hymn writers, is “And Can it Be” by 
Charles Wesley and this hymns speaks volumes about this 
process of spiritual renewal and change. 
Charles Wesley really was a prolific hymn writer having 
penned over 6000 hymns. He was born in 1707 and was, of 
course, the younger brother of John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism. The two brothers each underwent a profound 
conversion experience, three days apart, and set out to stir 
up in others the sort of powerful awareness and response 
that they had experienced. John was a powerful preacher and 
Charles a gifted musician and composer. 
Some of Wesley’s hymns are very personal. They describe the 
process by which he has experienced God at first hand and 
how that experience has shaped his life. Wesley’s experience 
was not that of a non-believer suddenly finding belief.   
Wesley was a committed and dutiful Christian. He, with 
brother John, had been ordained. What they discovered was 
that the God of dry theology and ritual was actually a loving 
God who could engage your emotions as well as your mind – 
that was their breakthrough and it was a shattering 
experience for them - an experience of complete involvement 
that pulls you up short, so that you are never the same again. 

The hymn “And Can it Be” is raw emotion – the story of 
Charles Wesley’s voyage of personal discovery. It starts like 
all good searches for fulfilment with questioning. “And can it 
be that I should gain an interest in my saviour’s blood?    
Died he for me who caused his pain?” I know he died and I 
know he was my Saviour, all that’s in scripture, but could it 
possibly have been that personal? For me?? 
He goes on to wonder at the enormity of Jesus’ sacrifice.   
“He left his Father’s throne above – so free, so infinite his 
grace. Emptied himself of all but love and bled for Adam’s 
helpless race”; and then in Verse 4 – I love this bit -  the 
penny drops. Wesley changes. He realises the answers to the 
questions that he asks in Verse 1. The answers are all yes.   
Christ did die for him – personally. Yes – God’s love is that 
great and we get that emotion pouring out from Wesley’s pen. 
“Long my imprisoned spirit lay, fast bound in sin and nature’s 
night. Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, I woke, the 
dungeon filled with light.  My chains flew off, my heart was 
free. I rose, went forth and followed thee.” 
Wow. You can almost picture it. Wesley sitting in prayer and 
contemplation, tortured by his insignificance and incapability 
when suddenly – bang, it all makes sense and he can write 
something as powerful as that. That’s real change for you – 
more powerful than giving up something for the 4 weeks of 
Lent. That change lasts a lifetime. 
Tom Crotty 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men…’ 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner’ (St. Luke 18, vv 11 and 13) 
The story is of two men together in the temple, yet poles 
apart. The one, a self-righteous Pharisee in his be-tasselled 
robes, intellectual, religious and proud of his record of 
religious observance. The other, a tax-collector – a sinner, 
and he knew it. Both were honest, but one loved himself and 
sought forgiveness; the other begged for forgiveness, in his 
love for God. 
We probably can’t identify ourselves with either of these men 
– but very likely, there’s a bit of both in most of us. I suppose 
we’d all like to think that there’s a lot of the stance of the tax-

collector in us. His humility, the unspecified, yet heart-
breaking sins which were weighing him down. Can we in any 
way identify with these? 
Well, we’re not called upon to parallel the tax-collector in 
every respect, but his prayer for forgiveness reminds us of 
the need we all have to recognise our daily need for 
forgiveness. As St. Paul tells the Christian Church at Rome, 
“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”. In the 
same way today, the Christian Church is not a community of 
the righteous but rather a family of sinners, saved by grace. 
That truth is underlined for us during the period of Lent which 
we now enter. 
Eric Wallington 

I went into hospital fearful but confident that as a committed 
Christian I was in good hands. I hadn’t bargained for things 
going wrong but go wrong they did. For several weeks I was 
mostly unconscious and having terrible dreams, I was also 
giving great concern to Pat who was constantly at my 
bedside. 
Partially due to the expert and caring attention of the nursing 
staff I began to improve. I say “partially” because I was 
receiving help from the prayers of so many very caring people 
at Bunbury, Calveley and Tilstone Fearnall Churches. 
I left Hospital in late November feeling very frail and 
emotional. I found it to be a very humbling experience, since 
which I have grown stronger and have been able to return to 

Church. Every day I thank God gratefully for my recovery.  
However I also wish to say a big thank you to all those who 
prayed for me during my illness including Rick and the caring 
people who visited me including my wife Pat who came every 
day and sometimes twice a day. 
If there is anybody out there who prays but wonders whether 
they are ever heard, wonder no more: I am here as a direct 
result of all your prayers and the skill of the staff of Leighton 
hospital. 
Jesus said, “Ask and you will receive”. Faith is a wonderful 
thing. Once again I thank you all, God Bless. 
Neville Edgley 
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SMART STATIONS

Coffee Club — Over 15s 
Discover what your computer can do 
to help you get back to work, chat 

with your grandchildren or just learn 
to surf the internet.  

Tel: 01829 771967 (Tattenhall) 
info@smart-stations.co.uk  
www.smart-stations.co.uk 

Discovery Club   
6-14 year olds 

Maths and English skills developed 
using computers.  A fun way to learn 

in a highly focussed setting.  

Haggis and hairy spiders 

No shortage of dancing 

We have featured the recently-formed 
Explorers and Beaver Groups several 
times recently. Guides is another 
successful local youth group which was 
resurrected five years ago by ‘the two 
Helens’ – Barrie and Jones – and 
which continues to go from strength to 
strength. Wednesday 8th February saw 
the official enrolment, by Helen Barrie, 
of the latest group of new Guides, all 
aged about 11. In fact, that was 
Helen’s last duty as a guide leader, as 
she has now handed over to Liz 
Mulcahy and Jacquie Bruce, soon to be 
joined by Vanessa Greenbury and Tina 
Everton. 
The girls enjoy a real variety of 
activities at their weekly meetings, 

where they have lots of opportunities 
to try new things - from tasting haggis 
and learning Scottish dancing, to 
handling snakes and hairy spiders, to 
tackling the climbing wall in Chester. 

Guide leader Liz says, “ We have loads 
of fun and it is a real pleasure to see 
the girls’ enthusiasm and teamwork.” 
Contact Liz on 260949 if you’d like to 
join. 

Bunbury School busy as usual 
The school Maths Week was a great 
success and children enjoyed 
workshops given by Techniquest and 
also by students from Newi College. 
Years 4, 5 and 6 also took part in a 
maths workshop at the Salt Museum in 
Northwich called Puzzles and Bubbles. 
The theme for our week was Shape and 
Space which lent itself beautifully to 
cross curricular art. As a result, the 
school hall is now a riot of colour with 
children's work inspired by artists 
including Matisse, Andy Goldsworthy, 
Escher, Mondrian, Kandinsky and 
Malevich. Our thanks go to Miss 
Bedford for organising this week and to 
the Parents' Association for funding the 
event. 
By the end of term all classrooms will 
have interactive whiteboards and again 
we thank the PA for their generous 
financial contribution to this project. 
We're also looking forward to the 
launch of our updated website after 
half term - watch this space! 
 After half term we will be celebrating 
World Book Day with a book fair and by 
dressing up as characters from books 
we love. There will be lots of prizes to 
be won. 
After a successful OFSTED inspection 
we await our Statutory Anglican School 
Inspection. 
Alison Phillips 

Year 1 have been looking at Baptism 
and visited St.Boniface to experience 
what is involved with the help of a doll. 

Lewis Neal, aged just 6, worked very 
hard on the report below, which he 
typed all by himself on the computer. 
Well done Lewis! 
 

“We warct to the font. The 
vicker pickert up the baby and 
then she put the water on the 
babys head. Then she gave us a 
candull of the light of Jesus.” 
 
Year 5 enjoyed their recent Victorian 
Day and the parents worked hard on 
their costumes and cling-film-free 
packed lunches. Mrs Tomlinson and 
Mrs Black were dressed as Victorian 
school teachers and Mrs Tomlinson 
admitted that maybe they were just a 
little scarier than usual. The Victorian 
project has really captured the 
children’s imagination and they have 
produced some very vivid writing 
capturing the era including the horrors 
of the workhouse. Parents were invited 

in to watch a depiction of a Victorian 
day at the seaside, including a very 
convincing Punch and Judy show, 
acrobats, clowns and swimming - and 
naturally, much icecream eating.  
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� I would like to make a donation of  � £20   � other amount 
£_____________. Please make cheques payable to Bunbury PCC. 

� I would like to help Target 1250 in other ways (please specify). 

Name:_____________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

____________________Postcode:_______________________ 

Phone :_______________Email:_________________________ 

 

Yes I want all donations I have made since 6 April 2000 and all future 
donations to qualify for Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise. 

Signature  

 

Date  

 

In order for the scheme to apply you must ensure that you pay a total 
amount of Income and/or Capital Gains tax equal to that which we re-
claim – currently 28p in every £1 you give. 

Please return this form to Katie Mason, Target 1250, 2 Beeston Hall Mews, Beeston, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 9TZ 

Bunbury comes together for fundraising Ceilidh 
Target 1250 held another successful 
event in January – the sell-out Burns 
Night Ceilidh. Several kilts and 
Bunbury’s numerous Scottish 
contingent were in attendance. 
Everyone seemed to join in the dancing 
enthusiastically: there was much wild 
whooping and spinning, James Millar’s 
efforts at one point landing him on the 
floor – or was that the whisky? After 
the traditional ceremonials, performed 
by Jim Walker and Mairi Harris, a tasty 
haggis supper (Rick had thirds - see 
front page) was followed by the 

traditional toasts to the lassies and 
lads. Then lots more dancing, led by 
the excellent Usquebaugh band. The 
event raised a very worthwhile £1000 
for Target 1250 and thanks must go to 
all who supported us, including 
Burrows Butchers and Sarah 
Thompson and thanks to Andrew Dean 
for these photographs. 
Watch out for details of our next 
fundraiser, this time organised by the 
Bunbury Singers, who will be in concert 
at St Boniface on May 13th. 

Mairi (amongst many 
others) enjoys a wee dram 

 

Congratulations to Alex Sanders, who has 
just passed the local Selection Panel for 
ordination training. She now proceeds to 
the National Selection Board, where the 
Church of England selects all its new 
trainee priests. If she passes this Board, 
she will start ordination training in 
September. “It’s all rather scary,” Alex 
told us, “but very exciting too. After the 

initial shock when ordination was first mentioned, I am now 
feeling very comfortable with the idea. The family are taking a 

bit longer to get used to it though!” 
Alex has just finished a 3-month placement at St Andrew’s, 
Crewe, where she shadowed the vicar and gained useful 
work experience within and outside the church – as well as 
drinking lots of coffee and doing lots of washing up! 
If not successful at the Selection Board, Alex plans to train as 
a Pastoral Worker, to support the Church’s work in areas 
such as bereavement care and visiting the sick  
Rick Gates 

Heading for the church 

Target 1250 is the new fundraising 
campaign for the preservation of the 
St.Boniface church building. If you 
would like to contribute please con-
tact Katie Mason on 260374 or use 
the form below. All contributions 
gratefully received. 

A rose amongst 
thorns? 
Colin Christie 
enjoys a dance 
with wife Amanda 
and Lynn Quinn 
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Tel: 01606 352035 www.pmihealthgroup.co.uk 

PMI Health is one of the leading 
employee healthcare solutions 
providers in the UK. With over 20 
years’ experience in health risk 
management we can create a 
bespoke solution to your business 
needs. 

Our expert team of employee 
healthcare consultants and 
occupational health physicians and 
nurses can advise and support you in 
all areas of business health . 

PMI Health Group Ltd. 
The Courtyard 
Hall Lane 
Wincham 
Cheshire CW9 6DG 

PMI Health Group Ltd 

Caroline White 
 

Contemporary 
Wedding Photography 

 

07711 631171/01606 881807 
online gallery:  

www.carolinewhitephotography.co.uk 

First scouting service 
Sunday 5 February 2006 was certainly a Sunday of firsts. I 
think it was the first Scouting Service held it St 
Boniface Church and it was certainly the first time 
that the building had hosted some rapping and 
abseiling. Read on! 
Concluding the Scouts’ work on the ‘My Faith’ 
badge, our regular congregation was joined by 
uniformed representatives from all the Scouting 
and Guiding units in Bunbury and Tilstone 
Fearnall. The Scouts had chosen all the hymns and 
the theme of the service – trust and helping each 
other – which was based on that week’s Gospel 
reading. The Wednesday Scouts performed a 
rapped version of Psalm 147 with stamping, 
clapping and shouts of ‘Praise the Lord!’ And the 
Friday Scouts followed this with a quieter series of 
tableaux presenting the story of Jesus healing 
Peter’s mother-in-law. They then went on to 
perform some drama to illustrate the message 
which they created themselves. This involved a 
simulation of some abseiling and an example of helping 
others with their scouting skills. 

Rev Jane Stephenson gave an interactive talk on keeping to 
our promises – both Scouting and 
Baptismal – using some puzzling 
anagrams. There were plenty of whispers 
around the congregation as everyone tried 
to work them out. 
Explorers, Guides, Cubs and Brownies 
helped with the staging, taking up the 
offertory and welcoming at the door. And it 
was great to see Rainbows and Beavers 
there as well, some of whom helped out 
leading the actions to one of the songs. 
See left for a photo of the St.Judes 
Beavers colour party. 
It proved to be a colourful service which 
was great fun and with a clear message for 
all ages. It was certainly a fitting 
conclusion to all the work the Scouts have 
done on their badge, and some have 

asked can we have something similar again. We shall see, 
but in the meantime, well done to you all and your leaders. 
Johnny 

Following Confirmation, there is always the option for those teenagers to meet up 
again at specific times in the year to build on the decision they made to follow 
Christ for themselves. This year we are meeting at Lent again, but I would like to 
invite any young person to join us who would like to find out more about 
themselves and Jesus through discussion, drama, music, video and other creative 
ways. Check out the details below and if you’d like to come let me know on 
01829-260680 or johnny@stbonya.org.uk. 
Our theme: ‘Brothers and Sisters!’ – How do we make sure we get on with other 
people? Jesus had a number of things to say to some brothers and sisters. Let’s 
look at how he dealt with them, whether arguing or chilled out, so we can 
understand more about ourselves and how to get on. 
When and where? Thursday evenings: 8.00pm to 9.00pm, 2nd March to 6th April 
in the Tower Room at St Boniface Church, then joining with the Agape Meal on 
Maundy Thursday (13th April) 
 

Brothers and sisters! Watch out for Sarah 
and Anna! 
Welcome to the two youth worker 
students who begin a placement in 
Bunbury at the beginning of March. 
They are Sarah Plummer and Anna 
Russell-Jones from University of 
Chester. Many of our young people will 
remember Stuart and Linda who did a 
similar placement two years ago.  
Sarah and Anna will be working hard 
for our young people in the late 
afternoons and evenings following on 
from their normal college day so offers 
to host them for supper would be 
gratefully accepted (contact Rick 
260991 or Johnny 260680).  

Bunbury Young Christians 
Relive the excitement of  

Cinderella 2005! 
Double DVD in presentation case 

Only £10 
 

Special Offer  -  2 copies for £15! 
Orders to Teri Williams (260279) 
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From parrots to knitting patterns 
A law degree, 4 seasons spent in ski resorts and 2 years 
breeding parrots in Bunbury might not seem the most 
obvious CV for a career in project management at the Royal 
National Institute of the Blind. But someone was looking 
beyond the piece of paper that interview day and for that I 
am eternally grateful. 
I first ventured in to the RNIB offices in Tarporley, in 1989 to 
volunteer my time and seek solace from the madness of the 
aforementioned parrots. At the time my husband and I were 
trying to encourage over 50 large parrots (macaws, african 
greys and amazons) to reproduce – as you do! Anyway, I 
began by sitting in a small room reading information needed 
by a blind person onto a very basic tape recorder. The work 
was fascinating -  not too many story books - they were read 
elsewhere in RNIB by resting actors. We read everything, 
from the Ethics of Aristotle to knitting patterns, describing 
diagrams and tables was always a challenge and the bus 
timetables were tedious beyond belief. Shortly after 
volunteering, the opportunity arose for paid work at the 
centre. As I set off that first morning and cast a glance over 
my shoulder at my husband, bleary eyed from hand rearing 
new born parrot chicks through the night (yes we got them to 
breed) and knee deep in parrot droppings, I knew I had made 
a good career move. 
The RNIB centre has changed a lot over the years. The 
offices are now situated half way down Tarporley High Street, 
squeezed between the butchers and Christianos. We have 6 
professionally built recording studios, equipped with 
networked computers and producing digital recordings on 
CD. We have changed our name to the RNIB ‘transcription’ 
centre, which reflects the fact that we also produce braille, 
large print, tactile diagrams and electronic text for people 
who are blind or partially sighted. We have nine paid 
members of staff and over 100 volunteers who offer a 
regular 90 minutes of their time a week. The volunteers read 
text books, leaflets, instruction manuals and work papers in 

the recording studios or they may type or  
scan the text into computers. They might 
check other volunteers work or duplicate CDs  
or collate braille documents. Some have been 
with us for nearly 30 years (Mary Evans and 
Nan Butler to name but two). Clients send 
their work to us from all over the North 
West. They may be students, require support at work 
or need access to general information to just get on 
with their lives. The transcription is free for individuals 
but companies and organisations are asked to pay. 
At the moment I am specifically involved in turning our 
library of 20,000 titles on cassette into a digital library and 
also trying to get electronic files direct from publishers to 
save us having to type and scan books on to the computer all 
over again. 
If you would like to know more about the centre then do 
please get in touch. Staff would love to hear from you if: 

• you know anyone in the area who has sight problems 
and could do with some help in accessing printed 
information; 

• you work for a company or organisation that provides 
printed information and needs to make it available to 
blind and partially sighted people (The disability 
discrimination act says that you should make every 
effort to do so); or 

• you would like to find out more about volunteering at the 
centre. 

Please phone 01829 - 732115 for further details…and as for 
the parrots, they left Bunbury over 10 years ago – but that’s 
another story! 
Mandy White 

It’s time to have a good 
clear out! Here are 
some suggestions as to 
where you can donate 
your unwanted items: 

Christian Concern Crewe – will collect 
furniture for re-use tel: 01270 586186 
Blacon Project, Chester - will collect 
furniture for re-use tel: 01244 390344 
Save the Family welcomes donations 
of good quality children’s and women’s 
clothing, toys, books and toiletries. 
Contact Barbara Croley tel: 260344. 
Old spectacles, obsolete UK and 
foreign coins and mobile phones can 
be  dropped off in Celia Kinnersley’s 
porch at 14 the Highlands and stamps  
can be left at the back of St.Boniface. 
 

The council will collect unusable 
fridges and furniture for a small 
charge, tel: 0800 387491 . 
Following from thoughts of spring 
cleaning, this is a recent Times piece: 
 

Time to spring clean 

‘Clutter can kill, say police who 
investigated a worried husband’s 
missing-person call. They arrived 
at his house to find every room 
crammed floor-to-ceiling with 
clothes, dishes and boxes. Police 
chief Terry Davenport, of Shelton, 
Washington, says that after ten 
hours of searching, officers made 
a terrible discovery – 62-year-old 
Marie Rose’s body was 
smothered under a pile of clutter. 
Her husband thinks she may 
have been searching for the 
’phone.’ 

Cubs get top honour 
Congratulations to Bunbury cub scouts 
Ralph Elsegood and Joseph Kelly, both 
aged 10, on being awarded the Chief 
Scout’s Silver Award, the highest award 
for cubs. The two boys had to complete 
four special challenges including the 
outdoor challenge for which they had to 
spend two nights away and learn a new 
skill. The award was made in a 
ceremony in Crewe on Monday 13th 
February by the Cheshire District 
Commissioner. Ralph and Joseph are 
due to move on to Scouts at Easter. 
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Aura 
Holistic Beauty Spa 

 
Exotic facial & body treatments  

Waxing, eyelash tinting,  
Manicure & pedicure  

Aromatherapy 
Sports & remedial massage 

Reflexology 
Indian head massage 

Reiki, Hopi ear candles 
Bridal & evening make-up 

 
Wyvern House 

Bunbury Lane, Bunbury 
 

Tel: 01829 260330 

Ring for current offers 

 

Tarporley Dental Practice 
 

• Ozone therapy - painless restorations without injection 
• Preventive dentistry 
• Cosmetic dentistry - crowns, bridges, veneers 
• White fillings (mercury free) 
• Tooth whitening 

Dental care for all the family 

Denelea, Nantwich Road, Tarporley Telephone:01829 732213 (24 Hours)  

established 1978 

New patients welcome 

Mark Lewis 
 

General garden 
maintenance and all 
those DIY jobs you 
don’t have time for. 

 
 
 

Enquiries welcome. 
07792 550151 or 

01829 260962 

Tireless Distributors 
want more work! 
A few of our distributors enjoy it so 
much that they are actually contacting 
us to ask for more copies as more 
houses go up in the area, all this to 
ensure that no-one misses out on 
getting a free copy of the Link. Special 
thanks to Yvonne Wood and son 
George who have recently identified a 
round of 55 houses not already 
included in our distribution network 
which they are happy to do, it gets 
them out and about. We print enough 
copies of the Link for every household 
to get one but delivery is always the 
problem. There are always spare 
copies which can be picked up from 
our churches. 
If you know of anyone who does not 
currently receive a regular Link  and 
would like a copy, please let us know. 
Lucy 260487 and Jill 260081 

The Lent Course is based around 
themes from the film (not the book) 
‘Chocolat.’ It’s using fiction to help us 
examine some of the truths of life in 
and out of the Church. This is a course 
where excerpts from the film are used 
each week to stimulate thought, 
discussion and prayer. There is 
freedom to talk, but no compulsion, 
and opportunity to listen to each other, 
(genuine listening is often a great gift 
to offer to others). Hopefully it offers a 
safe environment in which to express, 
explore and reflect on our own and 
other people’s ideas about God, 
religion, spirituality and our own lives. I 
hope the course will be stimulating, 
thought-provoking and fun! There are 
no age limits (although those under 
Secondary school age might find us a 
bit dull) and no prior knowledge is 
required, not even a love of chocolate! 
It’s not necessary to attend every 
week, but hopefully people will enjoy it 
enough to come quite often and will 

have seen the film right through once 
before the course. 
There is some irony in discussing 
‘Chocolat’ in Lent, but that’s part of 
the point and maybe it’s not giving up 
things for Lent, but taking up 
something new that is our best gift to 
God - in any case, it’s a really good 
film, so just come for that. 
We will meet on Wednesdays at 
8.15p.m. in the Tower Room starting 
Wed 1st March with a showing of the 
film. 
Looking beyond Lent we’d like to start 
an Arts / Christianity group - a sort of 
‘Culture Club’ (if that doesn’t sound 
too pompous) in which we’ll use films, 
pictures, plays, poetry, music to 
examine our beliefs and our society. 
There will be theatre  and gallery visits 
- whatever stimulates interest. 
Come and try some ‘Chocolat’ for 
Lent! 
Jane Stephenson 

Taking up Chocolate for Lent 

Only a select few readers will 
recognise this reference, but it’s true! 
Among our number is a certain 
elegant lady who once had a romantic 
attachment to DLT. Her  identity is 
safe however, unless someone cares 
to offer a large sum 
to Target 1250! 
 
 

“My Valentine was 
a Hairy Cornflake” 

Bunbury on top 
A few weeks ago, eagle-eyed readers of 
the Sunday Times magazine might 
have spotted a Bunbury reference: 
author Margaret Drabble was pictured, 
in the regular ‘Life in a Day’ feature, 
holding a huge large pile of books. 
Which should be on the top, but 
‘Sunnyside Down’, the Bunbury memoir 
we featured in 
these pages in 
the autumn. 
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Sally Sissons Garden Design 
 
Anything from whole-garden 
designs to re-planning 
tired borders 
Reaseheath trained 
Tel:01829 261412, Mobile: 07813 466547 

Andrew Dean 
(Dip. N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.) 

Piano tuning, repairs 
And restoration 

Tel: 01829 261222 

Not only… 
Coal, smokeless fuel, 
logs, kindling, 
bottled gas,  
spare parts 
 
But also... 
Garden mulch, peat, bark.  
sand, gravel, cement etc. 

01829-261199 - day 
01829-260009 - evening 

Free Delivery or Collect 

Calveley 
Coal Company 

Holiday Apartment to let 
Begur, Costa Brava 

 
35 minutes Gerona, 90 minutes Barcelona 

House sleeps 6 and separate apartment for 3 
 

Call Sally & Robert Sissons 
Tel:01829 261412 
Mobile 07813 466547 

 
 
 
 

Your local independent garage 
Servicing all makes and models. 

M.O.T. Testing Station 
Bodywork repairs 

Free collection and delivery 
within 10 mile radius 

Courtesy cars available 

Wardle Service Station 
Calveley, Tarporley, Cheshire 
Tel: 01829 260230/260811 

Fax: 01829 261100 

Fancy Dress Hire  
Over 400 adults’ and  
kids’ costumes  
Wigs, hats & party products. 
 
Call Charlie Vegas on:  
Bunbury 262470  

Gentle Yoga  
Peckforton Village Hall  

Tuesday mornings 9.30 – 11.30  
Contact Julie Markman  

01829 260989  
Suitable for all ages and abilities 

St Judes Church Hall 
 

Is available for hire 

Telephone 01829 260555 

 

News from St Judes 
Belated but very sincere 
congratulations to the Roscoe family, 
of Hilbre Bank. Charles and Sheila 
celebrated their Golden Wedding last 
July, a month before their daughter 
Christine Kenyon and son-in law Barry 
celebrated their Silver Wedding. 
Congratulations to Clara Thelwell who 
celebrated her 95th birthday on 
February 11th. She attended a special 
lunch with her friend Bunty Fairclough 
(87) on 12th February. Their hostess 
Ann Latham laughed, “The total age of 
the diners was well over 300 years, 
with an average of over 85!” Can our 
readers now work out Ann and Frank’s 
ages we wonder? Clara was a regular 
worshipper at St.Judes and now 
receives Communion from Peter and 
Kath Collinge at Brookfield House 
where she now lives. St.Judes send 
their sincere congratulations and best 
wishes for her 96th year. 

St Jude’s has long been famed for its 
cooking (try the afternoon tea after the 
service for the Women’s World Day of 
Prayer on March 3rd or the Summer 
Lunch on June 18th).  
Here is a mouth-watering pudding 
recipe from the Alpha Course: 

Nut-topped orchard tart 
Serves 6 – 8 
275g/10oz ready made shortcrust 
pastry 
Filling and topping 
284ml/10fl oz double cream 
100g/4oz caster sugar 
3 eggs, beaten 
½ tsp groundcinnamon 
½ tsp ground nutmeg 
3 Granny Smith apples, peeled, cored 
and thinly sliced 
75g/3oz dark muscovado sugar 
40g/1½ flaked almonda 
40g/1½ shredded coconut 
25g/1oz butter melted 
1 On a lightly floured surface, thinly roll 
out the pastry and use to line a 
25cm/10in flan dish. Prick all over with 
a fork and chill for 30 mins. Preheat 
the oven to 200C/400F/gas 6. 
2 Line the pastry case with foil and 
weight with baking beans. Bake for 15 
mins, then remove from oven. Reduce 
the oven temp. to 180C/350F/gas 4. 
3 For the filling, put the cream, caster 
sugar, eggs, cinnamon and nutmeg in 
a bowl. Beat well until combined. 
Arrange the apple slices over the 
pastry case and pour over the cream 
mixture. 

4 For the topping, combine the 
muscovado sugar, almonds, coconut 
and butter in a bowl. Spoon over the 
top of the tart and spread evenly. Bake 
for 35mins, or until golden and set. 
Cool slightly. Serve warm or cold with 
whipped cream. 
Cook’s tips 

Put the tart on a baking  sheet to catch 
any spills during cooking. 
Pears can be substituted for the 
apples if preferred. 
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ROGERS MASONRY 
 SERVICES 

73 Hospital Street, Nantwich 
Tel: 01270 624676 

• Member of the National  
Association of Memorial Masons 

• Individually designed and 
carved motifs 

• Free quotations given 

North York Moors 
National Park 
Three newly-converted barns 
available for holidays and short 
breaks 
Explore the moors: no roads or 
traffic, ideal for horseriding, 
hiking and mountain biking. Many 
local attractions, shops and pubs 
1 mile 
Contact LynneWhite  
01751 476835 
www.prospectfarmcottagesco.uk 

Gaynor needs your help 
Over Easter I will be travelling to Kosovo 
with Hope and Aid Direct, a small 
charity that helps refugees and other 
disadvantaged groups - mainly in 
Bosnia, Croatia and Kosovo. It is staffed 
solely by volunteers: no members are 
salaried. Even though 6 years have 
passed since the cessation of hostilities 
in the Balkans, many families are 
without basic amenities. Following the 
destruction some are still homeless and 
most adults remain unemployed with an 
average family income of £40.00 per 
month. 
This year, the convoy taking locally 
collected aid will consist of 10 x 7.5 
tonne trucks and 2 x 40 tonne trucks. 
The following web site provides much 
more detail of the charity and its 
activities 
www.hopeandaiddirect.org.uk 

I am asking Link readers to help me in 
collecting dry food to take. However, if 
any individuals or companies would like 
to make a cash donation towards the 
cost of fuel please contact me. 
Please buy an extra item or two in your 
shopping and drop them off at my 
house. You can leave any parcels in the 
front porch or in the shed in the back 
garden if I am not in or I am more than 
happy to call round and collect. We 
need any of the following items: 

The Gables (Corner of Bunbury Lane 
and Queen Street) 
01829 262402 
07977445383 
I can guarantee all aid will be 
distributed personally and directly, by 
myself and the  team, to those in 
need. Please help me to help them! 

Gaynor MacGregor 

 
Pasta, spaghetti, packet 
spaghetti sauce, cornflakes, 
dried milk, dried mixed fruit, 
toilet rolls, rice, biscuits, 
teabags, coffee, sugar, 
cooking oil and packet soup. 

 
Holiday Villa 
Kalkan, Turkey 

• Private pool,  
air conditioning,  
sleeps 4 plus guest suite 

 
• Breathtaking views, 5 

minutes walk to sea 
 
 
 

Contact Lynn Hedgecoe 
Tel: 01829 260725 

Andrew and Jon have now reached Europe. 
They spent Christmas and New Year in Iran and 
have since moved on and entered Turkey a 
couple of weeks ago. 
The last two months have had their share of 

problems for them. After the earthquake their intended route 
through Pakistan was no longer viable and they had to re-
route through Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. 
Obtaining visas for these countries caused countless delays, 
frustrations and expense. But they made it through and into 
Iran. This alternative route through the ‘Stans’ has been 
more northerly and consequently much colder and they have 
been cycling regularly through snow and in sub-zero 
temperatures. Indeed in Northern Turkey recently they were 
stopped by the police and taken to the station and looked 
after because the police felt they shouldn’t be cycling 
through snow covered roads in temperatures of –20o!! 

6000 miles on and, perhaps not surprisingly, they are 
beginning to have a few bike problems as well. Difficulty in 
getting spare parts has caused some further delay but 
happily they seem to be back on the road again and are 
reaching Southern Turkey where the climate is being a lot 
kinder to them. 
None of this seems to have dampened their spirits or their 
determination. They talk endlessly about the warmth, 
kindness and generosity of all the people they have met so 
far. Their reports make fascinating reading and many of the 
photographs are spectacular. 
Do have a read and a look at www.cyclehome.net. 
So far they have raised over £5000 for Diabetes UK. Many, 
many thanks to all of you who have donated. If you haven’t 
then please do so now at their website. 
Dave Clapperton 

Andrew reaches Europe - the latest on the Beijing to Bunbury cycling marathon 
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J&M Cars 
 

(based at Wettenhall) 
Private Hire/Taxi Service 

4-16 seaters 
 

Airport/Station, Business, Weddings,  
Restaurants and all social occasions 

Lady drivers available 
 

Tel: 01270 528006 or 629788 
Mobile 07951 590 756 

 
           www.jandmcars.co.uk 

 
 

• Complete funeral  
arrangements 

• Personal day and night service 
 
Tel: 01270 524243 

 

A.W.Burrows & Son 
Snowdrop Villa, 
Swanley, Nantwich 
CW5 8QB 

Community news 

Please continue to pray for  
Benjamin Thomas, Neville Edgeley,  
Rob Williams, Mary Cruikshank, 
Claudia McCloughlin,  
Camilla Broster, Peter Overy, 
Elizabeth Barry, Maxine Sweeting, 
Robert Jones, Sandra Rowley and 
James Bartlett.  

Church notices 

Take up chocolate 
 for Lent! 

 - how’s that for an invitation?! 

If you like films, if you like 
discussion, if you like ‘Chocolat,’ join 
our Lent Course and put them all 
together. See page 8 for details. 

Beginners, experts, drop in to any of 
the sessions: all welcome. 

Starting date Wednesday 1st March 
2006 at St.Boniface 

Ring Rick 260991 
or Rev Jane Stephenson 250249 

Geoff and Nigel Burrows 
Dip. F.D. 

 

Funeral Directors 

The annual St.Boniface Agape meal 
will be held on Maundy Thursday, 13th 
April at 7.00pm in church. This year’s 
speaker is Trevor Dennis, well known 
as a gifted story teller, writer and 
scholar. His latest book entitled "The 
Book of Books", an insight into 
scripture where Trevor aims to give the 
sense of the style used in the original 
languages - sometimes poetic, 
sometimes funny, sometimes formal 
and solemn; and always the stories are 
to be read aloud. On a more formal 
note he is Vice Dean and Canon 
Residentiary (Chancellor) of Chester 
Cathedral. So we look forward a very 
enjoyable evening. 

Our sincere sympathies to Barbara 
Croley whose mother died in hospital 
after a slow decline on Wednesday 
15th February. 
 
Our sympathies also to the family of 
Edgar Ryder of Bunbury Lane who 
died on 15th January aged 84 and 
whose funeral service took place at 
St.Boniface on January 25th. Edgar 
was born at Tattenhall and moved to 
Castlegate Farm where he was a 
general farm worker but also learnt to 
make cheese. He married Joan who 
worked at Tiresford Farm, Tarporley 
and they set up home at Heath Villa, 
School Lane, Bunbury, Edgar 
continuing to manage the milking of 
the Jersey herd at Castlegate Farm. 
Their children, Roger, Kim and Jill were 
born at Heath Villa but the family soon 
moved to Park House, Bunbury Lane. 
The family suffered a tragedy with the 
sudden death of daughter Jill. Edgar 
was a much loved husband, father, 
grandad and great grandad who will be 
much missed. 
 
We are also sad to report the death of 
Margaret Hitchen, wife of Barry 
Hitchen of Peckforton. A service of 
thanksgiving for her life was held on 
17th February at St.Boniface. 

Friends and neighbours of the Mann 
family, who emigrated to Australia in 
the autumn, will be glad to hear they 
have really embraced the Ozzie way 
of life. Not surprisingly, Christmas 
Day involved a barbeque on the 
beach, and elder daughter Louise 
was given a ‘biscuit’ for Christmas – 
in this case, a ride-on which is towed 
behind a boat on the sea. Chris 
writes, “As you can gather, we now 
live outside, which is what we came 
for” Dad Richard has a new job and 
Chris has been asked to tutor at the 
University. It’s good to hear they are 
all doing so well. 

Hurry now for the 
Snowdrops 
It’s the time of year to hurry down to 
St Boniface’s lower burial ground 
which is awash with a spectacular 
display of naturalised snowdrops. 
Don’t miss them! 

Lin Gates is organising another 
parenting course to run from 9th May 
for 8 weeks excluding school holidays. 
Meetings will be from 8.00-10.00pm 
at the Vicarage, cost £65.00 including 
course book and refreshments. 

General notices 

Contact Lin on 260991 or 
lin@lingates.co.uk.  
Previous participants have found the 
course thought-provoking and 
rewarding, and also that it offered new 
insights into familiar parenting 
dilemmas. 
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Finest quality, locally-sourced, 
additive-free meat and poultry 

Gold award-winning sausages 

Good selection of cheeses  

Bacon and cured meats 

 
 

01829 260342 

R.F. Burrows  
& Sons 

Family butchers est.1924 

Diary 
March 

1 10.00am Holy Communion with Ashing  
   St Boniface 
 7.30pm Holy Communion with Ashing  
  (on Wednesdays throughout Lent) St Boniface 
 8.15pm Start of Lent Group - note new date 
 
3 2.30pm Womens World Day of Prayer St Judes 
 
5 8.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St Jude 
 10.00am Family Worship St Boniface 
 11.00am Holy Communion Calveley 
  
8 10.00am Holy Communion  St Boniface 
 
12 9.30am Morning Service St Jude 
 10.00am Family Communion St Boniface 
 6.30pm Evensong  St Boniface 
 
15 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 
17  Explorers Casino Night Bunbury Village Hall 
 
19 8.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St Jude 
 10.00am Family Worship St Boniface 
 11.00am Family Worship Calveley 
    
22 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 
26 9.30am Morning Service St.Jude 
 10.00am Family Communion St Boniface 
 
29th 10.00am  Holy Communion  St Boniface 
 
April 
2nd 8.00am  Holy Communion St Boniface 
 9.30 Holy Communion St Jude 
 10.00 Family Worship St Boniface 
 11.00 Holy Communion Calveley 
 
5th 10.00 Holy Communion St.Boniface 
 
16th  Easter Sunday 
 
Looking ahead 
May  
13th  Bunbury School Association family bingo 
  Tarporley School Ball Chester Town Hall 
  Bunbury Singers Concert 
  In aid of Target 1250 St.Boniface 

Graham Rathbone & Sons 
 

Electrical 
Contractors 
 
NICEIC approved contractor 

01829 261174 

Link is edited by Lucy Munro (tel. 260487) and Jill Robey (tel. 260081). We welcome all 
contributions. Our deadline for the April edition is Friday 17th March. Please send material to 
lucykmunro@hotmail.com.  

 Our vicar, Rick Gates, is back at work and always available in times of sickness, 
bereavement or any distress (see p 2 for phone numbers).   

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk 

Ian Bulkeley 
Paving, walls, fencing, 
garden improvements, 
landscaping. 
 

01270 780834 07778 358285 

 

The National Trust at Erddig need volunteers to help groups of children aged 5 – 
11 learn what life was like in Victorian times. Training is given and expenses paid. 
If you can offer one day a week or fortnight, 10-2.30 during term time, please 
contact Jill Burton on 01978 315156.  

 

 

 

Digital information technology ltd 

• Cheshire’s only direct  
supplier of DELL 

• Specialists in upgrades 
and repairs 

• Broadband provision 

• Internet & E-mail service providers 

• Full networking and cabling 
service 

• Virus removal & reconfiguration 

• Comprehensive web design & E-
commerce solutions 

• Efficient personal service 

Kevin Thompson 
01829 261685 

M 07773 321779 
kevin@ditnet.co.uk 


