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YCs say goodbye at surprise party

The look on Teri’s face as she opened
the church door to her secret farewell
party was not so much surprise as
complete shock, as about 100 party
poppers were fired in welcome. The
YCs and friends had been waiting
patiently in a darkened church to bid
Teri a very fond farewell - at the end of
September she and Rob move south to
be nearer their three children, Anne,
Ruth and David, and their
grandchildren (another is expected in
the next few weeks). During the party

Teri was presented with a collection
to buy something for their new home
and some of the older YCs thanked
Teri for the fun and care she has
brought over the years.

Leaving Bunbury is a huge wrench:
Teri recalls that they came to School
Lane 32 years ago on the day Harold
Wilson ousted Ted Heath. Clearing
out the attic has brought back some
funny memories: how on earth did
that giant papier-maché chicken’s
head come be there? And what about
the rocking horse now too big to
come down, though it somehow got
up there?

Teri has asked us to say a huge
thankyou for her send-off from YCs: it
was a lovely party enjoyed by all the
generations.

Good luck, Teri and Rob - Bunbury
and the YCs won't be the same
without you! (But Teri has promised
she’ll be back for Babes in the Wood
in November).

Johnny goes paintballing - seepage 4

Back row left to right: Scott Mulligan, Mike Jones, Johnny Gillett, Carl Smith,
Tom Potts, Mark Whalley, Sam Johnson, Alex Gittins, Jonathan Middlemiss.
Front row: Dale Done, Ollie Bootle, Sam Rogers
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Twenty teams, young and old, turned
out to join in the Great Bunbury
Treasure Hunt. Nick Sanders’ fiendish
clues sent us on a wild goose chase
around deepest rural Cheshire but all
returned safely for a welcome drink
and burger on Surgery Green. This
enjoyable afternoon raised over £200
for St. Boniface restoration projects.

Welcome to the new Schumacher
and his family
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The Diary of a Church Mouse

Here among long-discarded cassocks, damp stools
> and half-split open hassocks

Here where the vicar never looks, I nibble through
old service books
Lean and alone I spend my days behind this Church
of England baize
I share my dark forgotten room with two oil-lamps and half a broom.
The cleaner never bothers me, so here I eat my frugal tea.
My bread is sawdust mixed with straw; my jam is polish for the floor.
Christmas and Easter may be feasts for congregations and for priests
And so may Whitsun. All the same they do not fill my meagre frame.
For me the only feast at all is Autumn’s Harvest Festival when I can
satisfy my want with ears of corn around the font
I climb the eagle’s brazen head to burrow through a loaf of bread.
I scramble up the pulpit stair and gnaw the marrows hanging there.
It is enjoyable to taste these items ere they go to waste but how
annoying when one finds that other mice with pagan minds
Come into church my food to share who have no proper business there
Two field mice who have no desire to be baptized invade the choir
A large and most unfriendly rat comes in to see what we are at
He says he thinks there is no God and yet he comes......its rather odd

This year he stole a sheaf of wheat (it screened our special preacher’s
seat)

And prosperous mice from fields away come in to hear our organ play
And under cover of its notes ate through the altar’s sheaf of oats

A low church mouse, who thinks that I am too papistical and High,
yet somehow doesn't think it wrong to munch through Harvest Evensong
While I, who starve the whole year through, must share my food with
rodents who

Except at this time of the year not once inside the church appear
Within the human world I know such goings-on could not be so

For human beings only do what their religion tells them to

They read the Bible every day and always night and morning pray
And just like me, the good church mouse, worship each week in God's
own house

But all the same its strange to me how very full the church can be
With people I don't see at all except at Harvest Festival.

John Betjeman
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Our nature expert, Liz Jones, felt
this poem was particularly
appropriate this month.
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All change!

The Baby Boomers reached sixty this year. They are the
generation who, in the sixties, spawned the hippy movement,
changing the world as they saw it, spurning the rigid moral
codes of earlier generations. They overturned drab and
narrow ways of life and instead embraced freedom.

Free love, easy attitudes towards morality, drug taking,
anything goes, let it all hang out, man! Much of what is now
accepted as normal behaviour in our secular world had its
beginnings back then.

If you are in your 30s or 40s you will have been brought up in
an age where couples live together before marriage (if,
indeed, they ever marry at all) and where abortions are easily
obtained. We have legally-binding Civil Partnerships for same
sex couples. We are the do-it-all, have-it-all generation.

So, having thrown off the restrictive shackles of our parents’
or grandparents’ era, are people happier and more fulfilled?
Have we obtained civil rights for all?

For the first time, the number of obese people in the world
has overtaken the number of the starving. Is this good news
or bad news? We drive our children to school, even short
distances, for fear of their meeting unsuitable strangers or
being killed by traffic. Their play time is controlled, the
sleepover with suitably-chosen friends has taken over from
the free play of the street, the woods and fields, making
camps and dens, only coming home when hungry.

At the other extreme, many parents find it difficult to say no
to their offspring, and give in to every demand, creating a
race of feral children, out of control and desperate for
sensible boundaries.

Men of Feeling

‘And James and John said to Jesus,

Stress in jobs and relationship breakdown has never been
higher; terrorism flourishes in the name of religion. What are
we doing to ourselves?

So many people are seeking something spiritual, something
outside themselves, to give their lives focus and meaning.
They seek it in fortune tellers, crystals, astrology, all kinds of
pills and potions, oils and unguents. Something is missing at
the very roots of their lives.

What is missing is God.

God is our creator. God created us in his image. He created
us to love him. He gave us free will. He didn’t create a race of
puppets. He created the earth on which we live, and

provided there all we need to survive. There is enough for
everyone’s need, not everyone’s greed.

God gave Moses the ten commandments, which are still valid
today. Jesus updated them: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and
with all your strength; and you shall love your neighbour as
yourself.”

When parents realise that to love a child means providing a
firm, loving framework; when couples understand that putting
the needs of the other first is real love; when employers
respect their workers; when governments put people before
power; when we all start to respect one another as fellow
human beings, and care for the environment in which we live,
loving one another as God loves us; surely then the Kingdom
of God will break through and we will live at last as God wants
us to, and give new and proper meaning to the hippy slogan
“Make love, not war!”.

Pat Edgley

North York Moors National

“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand
and one at your left, in your glory”.
When the ten disciples heard this, they
began to be angry with James and
John.” (St. Mark 10;37, 41)

The ‘inner circle’ of Jesus’s disciples
were very human and far from perfect,
yet in this honest gospel report of Mark
we can ourselves take hope. We are
not plaster saints, nor even oil-painted
ones, and probably never will be, yet
we have Jesus as our guide and one
day he will perfect us, the powerful
sacrifice of his life enabling him to
work a miracle on us. As mediator, he
will stand between us and our
Heavenly Father; as our advocate he
will plead on our behalf.

Yet this is no reason for any slacking
on our part now. And despite the
temerity of James and John in self-
seeking and the angry and disgruntled
words of the other disciples, Jesus still
loved them all. He even loved Judas,

his betrayer, sufficiently to include him
in the Last Supper.

Jesus loves each one of us, warts and
all. If he were to wait until we were
perfect before showing us his love,
he’d be in for a very long wait.

Eric Wallington

Nights drawing in

Yes, the evenings are getting dark
earlier now, sofit’s time to turn on St
Boniface’s outdoor lighting. As in
previous years, the,church welcomes
sponsors,for the cost of the lighting:
for £15 you.can, light up.the church
for a week«Celebrate an anniversary
or a birthday, or.commemorate an
old friend in.ights.

Please contact Ernest Croley to book
your week: dates go quickly, so do it
now! (Tel 260344).

Park

Three newly-converted barns
available for holidays and short
breaks

Explore the moors: no roads or
traffic, ideal for horseriding,
hiking and mountain biking. Many
local attractions, shops and pubs 1
mile

Contact LynneWhite

01751 476835
www.prospectfarmcottagesco.uk

The end of a perfect day?
See page 5




Holiday Club success - Gill Mulliss reports

Johnny before the Haircut

After an absence of over three years | was looking forward to
being involved once again in the holiday club. Volunteers
were slow to come forward this year but sure enough as our
opening day arrived the church was decorated and the 2006
holiday club was under way. The children were entertained
with outdoor games, videos, drama, singing, dancing and
craft activities. For one week the church warmly welcomed

Looking back on
Ishmael’s visit

On Saturday July 1st we at St.Boniface
Church were very fortunate to be
visited by the well-known teacher and
preacher Ishmael (Rev. lan Smale)
and his wife Irene. Ishmael has been
involved in children’s ministry for
some thirty years and Irene is the
Children’s Officer for the Diocese of
Chichester.

During the day they ran seminars on
Children and the Church, Teaching
through Music, Children and Healing,
How to Communicate with Today’s
Children, the Spiritual Development of
Children and the All-Age Service. The
evening saw over 80 people of all ages
congregating for the Praise Party
where we learnt new songs, many with
actions. Many who attended were
extremely inspired by the whole day’s
activities. We learnt a lot and were
able to take home some ideas to work
on. Here are two among many of the
positive comments | heard:

“It was great to hear things said that |
have been thinking, but not been able
to articulate. Ishmael and Irene both
made a lot of sense.”

“It was good to hear Ishmael refer to
the need for the traditional as well as
the new and modern.”

Debbie Shears

Helpers Rose and Catriona

Gill Mulliss

Johnny after the Haircut
(helping Katie at the 1250 BBQ)

about 40 children, showing that Jesus and fun can go
together. As chief organiser | must say my very sincere
thanks to all who helped me both before, during and after the
event. And a final thank you to those families who donated a
small gift to our gift tree in aid of Save the Family, a new
development and one | feel is really worthwhile.

Paintballing fun in Shropshire

It was a sunny Friday morning at the
end of the summer holidays, when
ten young men donned body armour,
masks and visors. Together with
Johnny Gillett and Jonathan
Middlemiss, they took up arms to
capture a rocket launcher, escort a
VIP and raid a village in the forest.
This wasn’t a military recruitment
drive, but all part of the work of St
Boniface Youth Action. This was a trip
to Rednal Paintball Arena in
Shropshire for the young people of
Church Row and friends.

Our favourite game was the Double
Decker Demolition, which involved
one team defending a beaten-up
bus. The top floor was of course a
great vantage point for providing a
hailstorm of paintballs on any
courageous attacker.

Shots in the legs and shoulders
meant that we all ended up with
bruises. Some had yellow faces as
exploding paintballs splattered
through mask vents. And Johnny
finished the day with a bright green
beard.

Congratulations must go to the
Yellow team who were the clear
winners, gaining victory in all but one
of the games! Some put this down to
various members of the Red team
getting carried away and shooting

their own team-mates. These turncoats
will remain nameless!

In all the fun, it was sobering to
consider how any of us would fare in a
real war. “l would’ve been long gone,”
was the scary conclusion many came
to. And so we talked about the figures
from Amnesty International on child
soldiers. They state that around the
world some 300,000 children fight in
armed conflict at any one time. For us
it was just a game with some bad
bruises, for them it really is life and
death.

Johnny

And some comments from the young
people themselves on the day:

Scott Mulligan - “It was mint!”

Tom Potts - “Thank-you to Rednal
Paintball Arena.”

Sam Rogers - “The day was thoroughly
enjoyed. All the boys had a great time.
Next time, we need to bring some girls
along. Thanks to Johnny and Jonathan
for taking us.”

Graham Rathbone & Sons

Electrical
Contractors

NICEIC approved contractor

01829 261174




Beeston Castle Fete - time for a change?

Alex and Nick enjoying the sun
(see Nick also on page 3)

The Age of Chivalry is definitely dead!

Nigel writes....

For the past five years | have
chaired the Beeston Castle fete
committee. Thanks to the historic
legacy from the Tollemache
family, St. Boniface Church enjoys
the unique opportunity to use this
famous Cheshire landmark for
one day of the year. So on August
Bank Holiday Monday the committee and volunteer helpers
roll up their sleeves and work together to create our
traditional fete in the castle grounds. Every year it is
tremendously hard work but the thousands of pounds we
raise even in wet years like this one make an invaluable
contribution to church funds. So, to all those who turned up,
from the young to the not so young, who got stuck in, got
soaked, endured my mood swings, worked jolly hard, and
managed to smile and have fun, thank you!

A special thankyou to the Naylor family, the new owners of

Peckforton Castle, for their generous donation to our prize

draw. Chris and Kate Naylor spent most of the afternoon at
the fete and handed over the prize at the end of the day.

Tom encourages the customers

A young visitor

Grandpa Done on duty

Each year it gets harder to find enough volunteer helpers and
harder to pull in the crowds and, as | write this, | am painfully
aware that the fete committee is losing two of its key
members: Secretary Margaret Ellis and treasurer Rob
Williams are retiring. This year we were missing the produce
and children’s tombola stalls and the dog show, and the
white elephant and hoopla stalls may not be happening next
year. | am now asking myself what is the future of the fete?
As things stand | don’t know. One thing that | do know is that
we cannot afford to lose out on a vital source of revenue for
our church. Our ancient church costs over £10,000 every
year just to maintain. This year’s fete raised £3,500, much of
it the gate receipts which the church takes on the day. We
need to find new ways of getting as many customers as
possible through the Beeston Castle turnstiles.

Perhaps the time is now right for a major rethink on the fete
and its future. The committee is calling an open meeting to
discuss the fete on 9t October at vy Cottage, Wyche Lane. If
you care about this traditional village activity or have any
ideas for the fete’s future please come along or contact me
on 733975.

Nigel Mulliss



Joy shares her vision of the Trinity

This painting was inspired by my
attempts to write about the Trinity for
July’s Parish Link. Words didn’t seem
to be adequate. My starting point was
the moment in the film, The Passion
of the Christ (2004), where Gibson
dares to imagine how God might have
felt at the death of his son at the
hands of his created world. A large
tear falls from heaven, like a huge
raindrop. It is hard to imagine what
God is like - we know he isn'tanold |
man with a white beard perchedona |
cloud. His tears probably wouldn’t be
physical and wet, but he must have
felt huge emotion at Jesus’ death. |
see this too as the heart-wrenching
moment when Christ calls out, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”

We have two persons of the Trinity here.... | wondered where
the Holy Spirit might be.... | suddenly thought of the Roman
soldier, who had a flash of insight and realised just exactly
who Jesus was and was overcome in his belief. This insight
must surely have been a gift of the Holy Spirit. We think of the
Holy Spirit first appearing at Pentecost, but just as Jesus was
not created at his birth or conception, the Holy Spirit was not
created at Pentecost.

Pat Rogers makes Rick blush?

We asked Rick if he commissioned
this poem, but he says if he had it
would have been much more
flattering!

“Rick the Vic”

We have a famous vicar - he’s in
Cheshire Life

With wonderful photos of him and
his wife.

His faith is a beacon - a bright shining light

He knows all about how to ‘fight the good fight'!

He’s kind and caring and he’s handsome too!

He’s had his share of worries - we all know that’s true
But he’s smiling and happy with kind gentle eyes

And always there to listen to our troubles and sighs.
His sermons are truthful and so often quite deep
When Rick’s in the pulpit - no-one falls asleep!
(Except Christmas Eve - ed)

His weddings are wonderful and sensitive too

He makes it a ‘day to remember’ that’s true!

He has good support from Lin, his lovely wife

We wish them both a loving and happy life.

They’re all in our prayers - they know that we care.
Let’s hope their road ahead will always be fair.

So for many more years we want to hang on

To a vicar who's honest, who's brave and who’s strong
A wonderful friend - reverent - yet free

We’'re so grateful he was sent to our Bunbury!

The painting developed a surrealist quality
almost on its own, influenced by a subject
that sits on the very edges of our
comprehension. | originally intended a
very pictorial, bearded Jesus with long
hair, but it seemed to detract from his
anguished cry. | haven’t shown Jesus
bloodied and beaten. His arms are held to
the cross by love for us and are
unnaturally long, being held wide to
receive us. The pale vertical lines come
down from heaven to the teardrop and
the dove of the Spirit, passing rather
unrealistically through the nail holes and
linking the three together as one.

The black clouds begin to engulf the sky,
streaked crimson with the blood of the
Son, and foreshadow the earthquake,
darkness and destruction mentioned in
the Gospels. The Resurrection will come, but not yet.

| find the thought of Jesus going through such a degrading
and humiliating and painful death for me totally humbling. |
can identify with his anguish that the Father has deserted
him: those hard times when God seems far away. The
Father’s loss and grief touches times of loss and
bereavement, and | identify with the sheer joy and wonder of
the soldier at Jesus’ love.

Joy Parker

Frank’s 50 years at the keyboard

This year Frank Woodward celebrates an amazing 50 years as
church organist. He was one of the eight children of local
farmer Alfred Woodward, a family with longstanding
connections to St. Boniface Church.

Over the years Frank was chorister, bellringer, Tower Captain
and eventually, Churchwarden, and his own family later
followed in his footsteps as choristers and bellringers. It was
at St. Boniface that Frank learned to play the organ. He often
practised at Calveley and when the Calveley organist fell ill in
1956, he was asked to stand in.

He went on to play the organ and train choirs in various local
churches, including St. Jude’s, and he founded the Bunbury
Singers in 1988. His proudest moment, however, was in 1981
when he was appointed Organist and Choirmaster at

St. Boniface, the church where his musical career had begun
all those years before.

The service officially marking Frank’s 50 years as Church
Organist will be Choral Evensong (BCP) at Acton Church at
6.30pm, October 22nd. Frank will, of course, be playing the
organ and many of his former choristers will be joining the
choir in celebration of his half-century.

PREPARE TO BE SCARED!

JOIN THE GOOD COMPANIONS FOR
A DATE WITH DEATH ON A

MURDER MYSTERY EVENING
IOTH /IITH  NOVEMBER.




Trick or Treat? Rick writes

Every year in October the whole country
seems to go collectively mad. Children
are sent out in weird costumes to scare
the hell (literally!) out of people; either
on the street or at a stranger’s
doorstep. Then on the actual night of
Halloween, there are parties to
celebrate evil. Is it me? Have we taken
leave of our senses? Or is it just good
clean fun?

| reckon we've been tricked by the
marketing people and their treat is
shed-loads of profit. If you were pushed
to say what Halloween is about, what
would you say? Devil costumes;
witches outfits; masks; pumpkins; “two
for one” at your local supermarket.

Darkness and light. The pagans of old

celebrated the end of their old year on
31st October by building their bale fires
to cleanse the land of the evil that had
grown throughout the year. They knew

about light and darkness. Up here in
the northern latitudes you can’t avoid
it: short days, long nights.

But real darkness hangs around the
human heart. Nothing can move it. No
bonfire, no cleansing lotion, nothing.
The dark side...Star Wars fantasy? Not
a chance. Evil, badness, sin, whatever
label we give it, comes with a health
warning; ignore it at your peril!

But in our modern, sophisticated
western society, we don’t have time for
that medieval rubbish. Then we reach
Halloween and we go mad for it!
Spooky. Confusing. A little in the dark?

‘I am the light of the world’. So said
Jesus to a crowd of his followers.
‘Follow me and you’ll never walk in
darkness.’ Trick or treat? Well you'll
never find out if you don’'t answer the

Lorraine here to help every Wednesday

The CAB Rural Service Van visits the
village every Wednesday from 10am -
12 noon. The van parks, by kind
permission of the landlord, on the
carpark at the Nags Head. CAB
provides confidential, impartial advice
and information for everyone, free of
charge, on a range of issues including
benefits, employment, housing,
consumer, relationship, debt - to name
but a few. Adviser Lorraine Eichhorn
has been visiting the village for the
past 10 years and hopes that the
service will continue to be well used
and thus ensure the future funding for
rural areas deprived of so many
services.

J&M Cars

(based at Wettenhall)
Private Hire/Taxi Service
4-16 seaters

Airport/Station, Business, Weddings,
Restaurants and all social occasions
Lady drivers available

Tel: 01270 528006 or 629788
Mobile 07951 590 756

www.jandmcars.co.uk

Open House

It’s time to join, or re-join, the ladies of
Open House! The season starts again
on Thursday, September 28t with a
cheese and wine party by kind
invitation of Tracey Bowman, at Gable
End, College Lane, Bunbury, 8.30pm.
Both old and new members will be
made very welcome.

For those of you who haven’t come
across Open House before, it started as
a monthly informal get-together for
ladies, over 15 years ago. We organise
all sorts of social outings and activities,
from theatre trips and barbeques to
craft evenings and trips to Chester
Races. We always have fun! Members
don’t have to come to every meeting,
but Open House is a great way to meet
and get to know other local ladies, of all
age-groups.

Two more meetings are already
planned - 9t November for one of the
famous ‘Clothes-swap’ parties, and
December 7th for our Christmas meal
at the Dysart Arms. Put the dates in
your diaries!

Please contact Lucy Lawrence
(261330) or Sarah Burrows (260270)
for more information.

Gaynor needs space

Yet again, I'm looking for help!

You may recall in last months Link |
said a big ‘thank you’ for all the aid
Link readers kindly donated towards to
this Easter’s Hope and Aid Direct
convoy to Kosovo. We have already
started getting donations for next
spring and storage is an issue.

Does anyone have an area the size of
a single small garage going spare,
either at work or an out building at
home?

| will need no more space than this as
all the aid has to fitin a 7.5 tonne
truck that | will be driving next Easter.

| understand you might have concerns
about what | would be storing! Rest
assured it is predominantly clothing,
donated by friends in the village, and
dry food which | would ensure would
be sealed and then boxed up.

If you feel you could help me out |
would be really grateful.

01829 262402

Gaynor MacGregor



o Cheshire’s only direct
supplier of DELL

e Specialists in upgrades
and repairs

¢ Broadband provision
e Internet & E-mail service providers

e Full networking and cabling
service

e Virus removal & reconfiguration

e Comprehensive web design & E-
commerce solutions

e Efficient personal service

Kevin Thompson
01829 261685
M 07773 321779
kevin@ditnet.co.uk

dit =
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The best Christmas present you could give

As we go to print, there are only 13
weeks before Christmas. As the weeks
pass, many of you will be wracking your
brains to think what you could possibly
buy for all those friends and relations
who seem to have everything they
could want or need. One present which
is bound to be received with undiluted
pleasure is a shoebox filled with small
toys and toiletries and delivered into
the hands of a needy child in Eastern
Europe or beyond. You will never meet
the child who is given your gift, but you
will be able to imagine the look of
excitement and anticipation as they
tear off the wrapping and look inside.
Many families donate a box on behalf
of their own, much luckier, children.

To send a Christmas box needn’t be
difficult or expensive: the little toys
could be donated by your own children
or bought cheaply; pads of paper,

coloured pencils, bars of soap,
toothbrushes - all available at the 50p
shop! You could also include a warm
hat and gloves, and bag of sweets -
just use your imagination to think what
a child would like. You could also join
with a friend to fill a box, or even
donate a few small gifts to be packed
at the OCC depot.

Copies of the Operation Christmas
Child leaflet giving more details of how
to join this scheme will shortly be
available in our churches. Once again
Nicola Elsegood is coordinating local
collections - just leave your box at
Bunbury School, St Boniface, St Judes
or at her home, Gosland House, Bowes
Gate Road any time from October 1st.

For a copy of the leaflet or any
queries, please contact Nicola on
260507.

Calveley
Coal Company

Not only...

Coal, smokeless fuel,
logs, kindling,

bottled gas,

spare parts

But also...
Garden mulch, peat, bark.

Free Delivery or Collect

01829-261199 - day
01829-260009 - evening

Tarporley Dental Practice

established 1978

Dental care for all the family

Preventive dentistry

White fillings (mercury free)
Tooth whitening

New patients welcome

Ozone therapy - painless restorations without injection

Cosmetic dentistry - crowns, bridges, veneers

@
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Denelea, Nantwich Road, Tarporley Telephone:01829 732213 (24 Hours)

R.F. Burrows
& Sons

Family butchers est.1924

Finest quality, locally-sourced,
additive-free meat and poultry

Gold award-winning sausages
Good selection of cheeses

Bacon and cured meats

~r

01829 260342

M

AULUTO SERVICES

Your local independent garage
Servicing all makes and models.
M.O.T. Testing Station
Bodywork repairs
Free collection and delivery
within 10 mile radius
Courtesy cars available

BRAKE
[ErrcracisT]

Wardle Service Station
Calveley, Tarporley, Cheshire
Tel: 01829 260230/260811
Fax: 01829 261100

Andrew Dean

(Dip. N.T.C., C.G.L.I,, AV.C.M.)

Piano tuning, repairs
And restoration
Tel: 01829 261222




Reg Woodyer

Many of us heard with great sadness
the news of Reg Woodyer’s death on
September 314, At his funeral at St
Boniface a large congregation heard
Reg's cousin and other friends pay
tribute to this popular and well-
respected local figure. The following is
mostly taken from the recollections of
Adrian Caine and Roger Fairweather:

Reg and Audrey (‘Aud’) came to
Bunbury in 1981 and together threw
themselves into the life of the
community. One of their tasks was the
running of the White Elephant stall at
the Beeston Fete for many years and
they helped raise substantial money
for the church. (Barbara Croley swears
Reg could have sold snow to the
Eskimos!)

Reg was a keen gardener and an
expert vegetable-grower: he joined the

Evensong

The dark days of winter will soon be
upon us. For some of us it means
making sure that our bodies are looked
after and kept warm, so, starting in
October, the monthly evensong service
at St.Boniface will be held at 4.30pm
instead of 6.30pm for the next six
months. Those of you who want to
keep your minds and souls warmed by
the communal worshipping together at
a sung evensong can be home before
the weather and darkness
deteriorates, and with the added inner
warmth that worship at Evensong will
give you. We have been having more

Gardening Club and became
chairman, a post he held for many
years. His chairing of meetings,
usually in a local hostelry, was
legendary: the agenda was swiftly
dealt with, with plenty of that dry wit,
so that the social part of the evening
could begin. Under Reg, the
Gardening Club became a group of
friends who enjoyed dining and social
occasions, as well as a shared
interest in horticultural matters.

Reg also joined the Bunbury Bowling
Club and spent some years as
captain of the over-65’s ‘B’ team: he
still tried to play on even after a
second hip operation, despite
obvious pain, and remained a
valuable team member, still playing
competitively well into his eighties.

Reg will long be remembered for his
work with the Royal British Legion.
He served as Branch Secretary for
many years, and as Membership
Secretary he brought in many new
members. He was the main organiser
of the Branch Dinner and the
Whineray Cup Competition at the
local skittle alley. Like many old
soldiers, Reg was reluctant to talk
about his war service but we do know
that he was a volunteer in the
Special Operations Executive. He
took part in four seaborne landings
on hostile shores - Tunis, Sicily, Italy
and of course on D-Day.

In recent times Audrey’s illness
resulted in her having to enter a
nursing home. Reg delayed this as
long as possible, nursing her himself
with great devotion.

At Reg’s passing many have lost a
true friend.

and more join us at this service and
have a choir confidently to lead us in
psalm and part singing. If you are
tempted to come along but are
concerned about transport or the state
of the roads during winter then please
do contact Rick or the Wardens, as we
will happily arrange transport for you.
The services are always held on the
second Sunday in the month, and the
service in October has a harvest
theme. We look forward to your
company and to the fellowship at these
special services.

Andrew Dean

Mark Lewis

General garden
maintenance and all
those DIY jobs you
don’t have time for.

Enquiries welcome.
07792 550151 or
013829 260962

Fed up of ironing?

Call Denise 261029 or
Lucy on 261330.
Any_quantity welcome.

Sally Sissons Garden Design

¥

/4

Anything from whole-garden
designs to re-planning

tired borders

Reaseheath trained
Tel:01829 261412, Mobile:
07813 466547

Caroline White

Contemporary
Wedding Photography
07711 631171/01606 881807

online gallery:
www.carolinewhitephotography.co.uk

Geoff and Nigel Burrows
Dip. F.D.

Funeral Directors

e Complete funeral
arrangements
e Personal day and night service

Tel: 01270 524243

A.W.Burrows & Son
Snowdrop Villa,
Swanley, Nantwich
CW5 8QB




Bert Thornhill

Former Churchwarden, Peter Rutter, has written to express
his disappointment at the coverage we were able to give in
the last issue to the death of Bert Thornhill, who died only
shortly before we went to print. In this issue we are able to
devote more space to Bert, who did so much for St Boniface
at a very precarious time in the Church’s history. Bert, who
died aged 90, leaves three children, nine grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren. The following is taken from the
funeral address given by the Rev Leslie Thomas, Vicar and
Rural Dean of Malpas:

‘Bert was born in Sheffield in 1916, one of five children. His
father was made unemployed during the Depression and his
mother had to take cleaning jobs to keep the family together.
His academic ability showed itself when he passed the exam
for grammar school, but family finances were such that
instead he had to start work. His first job was as a delivery
boy for the Co-op; then, having seen commercial travellers
going about their business, he thought the job would suit
him. It was a job which he worked at successfully for many
years. During that time he met, and in 1939 married, Joan.
He joined the Air Force, serving in Coastal Command and
Fighter Command. After the War he worked for Cross and
Blackwell, and in 1955 he, Joan and their three children,
Susan, Peter and Michael moved to Sale to live. In the
1960’s he began his own import business: he was a hard
worker, and an astute and very successful businessman. In
1975, he and Joan moved to Bunbury, where he began a
very active life in the community. He was Churchwarden here
at St. Boniface from 1978 to 1985 and during this time he
committed himself to the restoration of parts of this beautiful
building. In particular he instigated the restoration of the
mediaeval panels and the work on the Tower.

Mary Wright

Mary Cecilia Wright, devoted wife
of Mr E T Wright and mother of
Christine and Michael, died
peacefully on 15t July 2006.
The funeral was held in
Hertfordshire, where she had
been living for the last 6 years.
On 27t July the interment of
Mary’s ashes was conducted by
the Reverend Rick Gates in St.
Boniface Church.

During the war, Mary trained as a
teacher of domestic science. At
Nantwich and Acton Grammar
school (now Malbank School)

‘I'm told that it was Bert’s prerogative, as Churchwarden, to
kiss all the ladies on Christmas Eve as they left the church!

‘During these years, Bert was also a member of the British
Legion, an active supporter of village events and a keen
walker in the beautiful Cheshire countryside.

‘In 1997, after a long iliness, Joan died and Bert decided it
was the right time to move to Richmond Village Care Home.
He was very happy there and enjoyed the company and
friendship of those who lived there with him. As his health
began to fail, | know that he much appreciated the care and
attention that the staff there gave him and his wish was
granted that he should end his days there.’

And, from Peter Rutter’s letter:

‘Bert retired as Churchwarden in 1985, but his retirement
did not see the end of his work for the church. He undertook
the restoration of the mediaeval panels which had been lying
around for over a hundred years. Of course, the church still
had to pay for this restoration, so Bert took on the mammoth
task of writing to literally hundreds of charities and trusts to
get donations for the work. He even managed to get a
donation from the Dental Association for the restoration of
St. Apollonia, the patron saint of dentists. The restoration
was not completed until after 1987 when Donald Marr
became Vicar. The Faculty was not applied for until 1989,
and for some reason the Chancellor and Registrar decided to
hold a Consistory Court into the matter. St. Boniface won in
the end, but was left with a third of the legal costs to pay:
even the Archbishop of York, replying to a parishioner’s
letter, said that as a church, St. Boniface had been badly let
down.’

she met Paddy Wright and in 1954 they married. In the early
1960’s Paddy became Head Teacher at Bunbury Aldersey
School. In 1967 Mary returned to part-time teaching once
Christine and Michael had started school and so worked
alongside her husband until his retirement in 1976. They
remained living in Spurstow, but in 1979 moved to Utkinton.
Both Paddy and Mary were regular worshippers at St
Boniface Church and Mary’s sewing skills are still visible
today in a number of kneelers in the church.

Following the death of her husband in 1997, Mary continued
to live in Utkinton but later moved to Hertfordshire in 2000.
After nine years of separation, Mary and Paddy are again
reunited at St. Boniface church.

Christine Perkins, daughter of Mary and Paddy Wright
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Community news

A warm welcome to a new addition to
the Donkin family: Chloé Grace,
daughter of Sarah Donkin and Mike
Whaley, was born on August 5th.

The following baptisms have taken
place at St.Boniface: Freya Elizabeth
Watson on 29th July and Rowena
Antonia Mary Ashton on 3rd
September.

Congratulations to the following
couples who have married recently at
St.Boniface: David Barlow and Lynne
Walker on 22nd July, Andy Moreton
and Liz Whitelegg on 10th August,
Matthew Harris and Lisa Allerton on
20th August, Helen Cartwright and
Richard Roberts on 26th August and

Riccardo Ferreira and Emma Bellis on

3rd September.

We congratulate Jacquie North of
Peckforton who celebrated her 40th
birthday last month.

Congratulations also to David and

Anita Williams who recently celebrated

their 25th wedding anniversary, and to
Anita for gaining a first class degree
studying part time mostly in the
evenings after work. She has since
landed a plum teaching job in Crewe.

And congratulations to Gill Mulliss who

has recently passed the tests to

become an associate (student) teacher.

Welcome back to the French family,

who have been living in Brussels for the

past three years.

Our sympthies to Neil Bodfish on the
recent death of his father.

We are sad to report the death of
Jack Stanier Neild age 100 yrs,
formerly from Bunbury. He was a man
of many talents, true countryman, who
could turn his hand to many crafts. His
garden was his pride and joy.

Many in our community will have been
shocked to hear of the accidental
death of Christopher Blinkhorn, aged
16. At his funeral St.Boniface Church
was full with many of the pupils and
teachers from Tarporley High School,

their tributes to him told of a true friend

and lively person. Christopher was a
former pupil at Bunbury School.

We are sad to report the death of
Sarah Davenport age 89 yrs. Sarah
survived her husband by 18 months.
Mr & Mrs Davenport had a real “white
wedding” in the 1940's: the roof of
St.Boniface was missing and snow fell
during their marriage service.

Cynthia Paterson, of Oaklands,
Spurstow, has contacted the Link
with the following sad news of her
grandson’s tragic death:

‘Nicholas Bolton (Nick) died in the
Norfolk and Norwich Hospital on
August 18th, 2006 aged 31. He
spent a lot of time in Cheshire as a
small boy, staying at Oaklands where
his grandfather, ‘Chubb’ Paterson,
and mother were both brought up.
He had many friends in Cheshire and
was very popular.

‘After working at the Swan in
Tarporley for some time, he went to
New Zealand to work in corporate
entertaining. He loved New Zealand
and it was to that country he hoped
to return to live. But it was not to be.’

Our sincere sympathies go to Cynthia
and her family.

We hear that Lay Reader Tom Crotty
recently had the pleasure of
escorting three delightful ladies (wife
Elaine, and friends Anne James and
Claudia McLaughlan) on a
memorable trip to Chamonix
including a helicopter ride over Mont
Blanc. Lucky Tom! (the bravest man
in Bunbury?)

Thanks to the Bunbury Village Hall
Committee for organising such
wonderful new paving outside the
hall - so much easier to walk on.

Did anyone else glimpse policeman
and St Boniface PCC Secretary Neil
Dewson-Smith in a recent episode of
the tv documentary “Traffic Cops”
based in Cheshire?

Church news

Please pray for: Barbara Rosier,
Elizabeth Barry, Benjamin Thomas,
Neville Edgeley, Claudia McLaughlan,
Camilla Broster, Peter Overy, Maxine
Sweeting, Sue Burns and James
Bartlett and for all those mourning
the death of a loved one, especially
the families and friends of Chris
Blinkhorn, Joan Pemberton, lan
Shacklady, Clair Timmins , Edith

Turner and Reg Woodyer. Please pray

too for all those who are sick or
anxious.

Alex Sanders began her ordination
training in September, the start of a
3-year, part-time course. Good luck,
Alex!

1"

Bunbury bell ringers are holding an
open evening on Wednesday 18th
October from 7.00pm to 8.00pm in the
tower for anyone interested in finding
out more about learning to ring or who
just wants to come up the tower and
see the bells. Contact David or Vicky
Riley for more details 260579.

General news

British Summer Time ends - Sunday
29th October

Congratulations to all those achieving
some really impressive results in
school exams. Many local teenagers
are now leaving Bunbury to embark on
the next stage of their education in
Universities and colleges across
Britain. All the very best of luck to you
all, and commiserations to your
parents who will miss you all terribly,
at least until you come home with all
your washing!

Calveley Church
Harvest Festival Communion

1st October 6.30pm
with Rt Rev Geoff Turner, former
Bishop of Stockport and
Archdeacon of Chester.
All welcome.
Harvest Supper afterwards,

at The Woodlands tickets £10 each,
tel Sue Woodward 01270 522822.

Village changes

Our new medical centre
pictured in September

--------

Sadly the Village Greens has closed
its doors for the last time, a victim of
modern shopping habits?
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1 8.00am
9.30am
10.00am
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15 8.00am
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11.00am

18 10.00am
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22 9.30am
10.00am
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29 9.30am
10.00am
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1 10.00am

5 8.00am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00pm
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Link is edited by Lucy Munro (tel. 260487) and Jill Robey (tel. 260081). We welcome all
contributions. Our deadline for the November edition is Friday 20th October. Please send

Diary

Holy Communion

Harvest Communion

Family Worship

St.Boniface
St.Jude’s
St.Boniface

Harvest Festival Communion
Followed by Harvest Supper Calveley

Holy Communion

Tarporley School Quiz

Morning Service
Family Communion
Evensong

St.Boniface
Tarporley School
St.Jude’s

St.Boniface
St.Boniface

Future of Beeston Fete Meeting (see page 5)

Holy Communion
Guides Quiz

Holy Communion

Holy Communion (trad)

Family Worship
Family Worship

Holy Communion

St.Boniface

St.Boniface
St.Jude’s
St.Boniface
Calveley

St.Boniface

Bell Ringing Open Evening  St.Boniface

Morning Service
Family Communion

Holy Communion
Morning Service
Family Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Family Worship
Holy Communion

Remembrance Sunday

GCS MURDER MYSTERY
PARES IN THE WOOD (YCS)

material to lucykmunro@hotmail.com.

Our vicar, Rick Gates, is always available in times of sickness, bereavement or any distress

See p2 for phone numbers.

www.stbonifacebunbury.org

Fancy Dress Hire

Over 400 adults’ and
kids’ costumes

Wigs, hats & party products.

Cheshire Costumes: 262470
(Formerly Charlie Vegas)

St.Jude’s
St.Boniface

St.Boniface

St.Jude’s
Bunbury

St.Boniface

St.Boniface
St.Jude’s
Bunbury
Calveley

Village Hall
Village Hall

Dru Yoga

Peckforton Village Hall
Tuesday mornings 9.30 — 11.30

Contact Julie Markman
01829 260989
Suitable for all ages and abilities
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y Awrar ¢
- Holistic Beauty Spa -

Exotic facial & body treatments
Waxing, eyelash tinting,
Manicure & pedicure
Aromatherapy
Sports & remedial massage
Reflexology
Indian head massage
Reiki, Hopi ear candles
Bridal & evening make-up

Wyvern House
Bunbury Lane, Bunbury

Tel: 01829 260330

Ring for current offery

ROGERS MASONRY
SERVICES

® Member of the Natiomal
Association of Memorial Masons

® Individually designed and
carved motifs

® Free quotations given

55

73 Hospital Street, Nantwich
Tel: 01270 624676

St.Jude’s Church Hall

Is available for hire
Telephone 01829 260555

Holiday Apartment to let

Begur, Costa Brava

35 minutes Gerona, 90 minutes Barcelona
House sleeps 6 and separate apartment for 3

Call Sally & Robert Sissons N A,
Tel:01829 261412 ".\'
Mobile 07813 466547 'V\

Ian Bulkeley ‘

Paving, walls, fencing, = m
garden improvements,

landscaping.

01270 780834 07778 358285




