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church building
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At the end of September I went to Birmingham Children’s Hospital to visit a 
young relative. Josh is my niece's son. He was born with a problem with his liver 
and at three had a liver transplant. He has been relatively healthy since, but has 
had periodic stays in hospital, however recently he has had much more of a 
problem. There was a threat that he would have to go on the liver transplant list 
again, he is eight and a half. This was a huge anxiety for his parents and wider 
family. There were three attempts at surgery to rectify the problem, but they had 
failed. The hospital decided to give it one last try in August. It was successful, but 
he was left with a drain that had to be moved at the end of September, which is 
when I went to see him.   

I am sure everyone is wondering where this is going. 
The family live in Edinburgh. It is really difficult when 
families have a sick child and nowhere to stay, so far 
from home and with other siblings. It is very very 
stressful for them. Birmingham Children's Hospital 
has a Ronald McDonald House. It is the most fantastic 
place. It is an absolute refuge and families stay there 
for nothing. 

Josh has had so many stays there that he almost calls 
it home. The charity has fourteen houses located as 
close as possible to a specialist children’s hospital. 
There is a shared kitchen where families can cook, 
lounges and quiet spaces , a playroom, and laundry  
and private family bedrooms ( I would liken them to a 
Travel Lodge hotel room). Each house is run by a 
dedicated team. The photo of Josh is the day he flew 
home to Edinburgh. He is making my sister in law and 
I a cup of tea in the Ronald McDonald kitchen . If 
anyone is looking for a charity to give to it is very 
worthwhile.         Ronald McDonald House UK

Our prayers
Loving God, 

We remember with gratitude all those who have given their lives in the 
service of others, and all who continue to live with the scars of conflict. 

In a world still troubled by war, hatred and division, help us to learn from 
the sacrifices of the past, to cherish the peace we enjoy, and to work for a 
world where justice, reconciliation and compassion prevail. 

Comfort all who mourn, strengthen all who serve, and inspire each of us to 
be peacemakers in our homes, our communities and our world. 

May we never forget the cost of peace, nor lose hope in the possibility of a 
better future. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

The copy deadline for the Dec — Jan issue is Friday 13 November.  
The magazine should be delivered from Saturday 28 November.  
Please send notices to: parishlinkeditor@stbonifacebunbury.org
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On Remembrance 
Sunday, as the 
familiar words are 

spoken, the Last 
Post sounds, and we 

stand together in 
silence, time seems to 

pause. We remember those 
who have given their lives in war, those who have 
returned carrying physical and emotional scars, and the 
families and communities who have lived with the pain 
of loss.

But this year, as we gather to remember, we do so in a 
world where conflict continues to bring devastation to so 
many lives. From Ukraine to the Middle East, and in 
communities across the world torn apart by violence, we 
are reminded that the horrors of war are not simply part of 
our history. They remain a painful reality for millions of 
people today.

Remembrance Sunday is therefore about more than looking 
back. It is also about how we choose to live today, and the 
kind of world we hope to build for tomorrow. 

When we remember the courage and sacrifice of those who 
served in the two World Wars and in conflicts since, we 
honour people who often had little choice about the 
circumstances in which they found themselves. Many were 
young men and women who left behind families, homes, 
hopes and dreams. Some never returned. Others came 
home to rebuild their lives, carrying memories that would 
stay with them forever.

Their stories remind us of the extraordinary capacity of 
ordinary people to show courage, compassion and 
selflessness in the face of terrible circumstances. We 
remember not only those who fought, but also those who 
served in hospitals, worked on the home front, cared for 
the wounded and supported their communities through 
times of fear and uncertainty. 

On Remembrance Sunday we remember because every 
human life matters, because the suffering caused by 
conflict is immense, and because we long for a world in 
which future generations will not have to endure 
the same horrors.

As Christians, we are called to hold together 
remembrance, gratitude and a deep longing for 
peace. Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God” (Matthew 5:9). These words are both an 
encouragement and a challenge. Peace is not simply the 
absence of fighting. It involves justice, reconciliation, 
forgiveness and the willingness to recognise the humanity 
of those we might otherwise regard as our enemies.

This does not mean that achieving peace is easy, or that we 
should ignore injustice or suffering. Rather, it challenges us 
to resist hatred, to listen where there is division, to stand 
alongside those who are vulnerable, and to seek ways of 
resolving conflict without violence.

We may feel powerless when confronted by the scale of 
suffering in our world. We cannot personally bring an end 
to every war, negotiate every peace agreement or heal 
every broken community. But we can pray. We can support 
those who are suffering. We can welcome those seeking 
safety, challenge prejudice, nurture understanding and 
work for peace in our own families, workplaces and 
communities. 

Perhaps this is one of the most important lessons of 
Remembrance Sunday: that the peace we long for across 
the world begins, in part, with the choices we make in our 
everyday lives.

As we stand in silence this November, we will remember 
those who died, give thanks for those who served, and 
acknowledge the terrible cost of conflict. We will also pray 
for all those caught up in wars today: for those serving on 
the front line, for civilians living in fear, for refugees forced 
to flee their homes, for those who are grieving, and for 
everyone working courageously to bring relief and 
reconciliation. 

And we will pray for our leaders, that they may have the 
wisdom, courage and determination to pursue peace.

May our remembrance be more than a moment of silence. 
May it inspire lives of compassion, generosity and 
peacemaking. And may we hold on to the Christian hope 
that, even in a world scarred by conflict, the light of God’s 
love continues to shine.

“They shall beat their swords into ploughshares … neither 
shall they learn war any more.” (Isaiah 2:4)

May that vision of peace shape our 
prayers, our actions and our 

hopes for the future. 

Rev Tim Hayward

Remembering the past 
      and praying for peace in our times



What's on



Church diary for November

Sunday 
1 November

8:00am BCP Communion
9:30am Morning Worship
10:30am Holy Communion and 
Forest Church 
4:00 All Souls Service

St Boniface
St Jude
St Boniface

St Boniface
Wednesday 
4 November

10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday 
8 November

9:30am Remembrance 
Service
10:45am Remembrance 
Service

St Jude

St Boniface

Wednesday 
11 November

10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday 
15 November

9:30am Holy Communion
10:30am Third Sunday Brunch
4:30pm Evensong

St Jude
St Boniface

St Boniface
Wednesday
18 November

10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday
22 November

9:30am Morning Worship
10:30am Holy Communion 

St Jude
St Boniface

Wednesday 25 
November

10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday 29 
November

9:30am Morning Worship
10:30am Morning Worship

St Jude
St Boniface







Becoming a playwright and theatre producer in my mid ‘60s 
was never in my life plan, but somehow that’s what’s 
happened!

I’ve been writing and performing my own songs for most of 
my life and it’s been a rollercoaster ride that’s brought me 
some fabulous adventures, if not the fame and fortune that the 
teenage me once dreamt of!

In 2006, I was decorating my daughter’s bedroom when some 
words for a song came to me, along with the beginning of a 
melody. This is often how songs are born and you have to be 
quick or they go as fast as they came. By the time I’d washed 
up my brushes, I had more or less completed it in my head 
and rushed to write it down.

The song was "Under the Mersey Moon", a love song to my 
Merseyside home and the enduring spirit of its people, 
through good times and bad.

Somehow it resonated with people and soon became a 
mainstay of my live set, finding its way onto not one, but two, 
albums.

My wife and musical partner Sarah-Lou was one of the first to 
say she could imagine it as a stage musical. I dismissed the 
idea initially, but with her continued encouragement I warmed 
to it.

In 2022, I teamed up with 
Peter Davies, a Liverpool 
songwriter and author who 
had also been urging me to 
build a play around it. 
Gradually, a storyline and 
characters began to take 
shape. We wrote the script 
together over about six months and found we each had more 
than enough songs to bring it to life as a musical.

After many months of work finding a cast, director, band and, 
most importantly, a theatre, "Under the Mersey Moon" made 
its debut at the Floral Pavilion on the Wirral in February 2025. 
To our delight, it has since enjoyed two runs with packed 
houses, standing ovations and rave reviews.

It’s now coming to Liverpool’s Brian Epstein Theatre from 11-
13 November.

It’s an emotional story about a struggling songwriter who 
follows in the footsteps of his beloved grandfather to seek 
success in Nashville, the home of country music. There’s a bit 
of my own story in there, I suppose, but really it’s for anyone 
who’s ever followed a dream — and I certainly have!

Jimmy Rae

Do come and see it if you can. 
Tickets are available from www.epsteintheatre.com

FROM SONG TO SCRIPT TO STAGE  
A MERSEY MOON JOURNEY
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The disappointing summer does brings its own rewards. The 

seasons are behaving differently now and the flowers 

you were expecting to have gone over are still 

giving a great display together with the 

seasonal plants for this time of year.

I don’t tend to grow big blousy 

dahlias, however there are some 

varieties giving a great display right 

now. One of them is the dahlia Bishop 

series. The variety Bishop of Llandaff has 

dark copper leaves and colourful flowers. 

Well worth trying if you have a small garden. 

The varieties Bishop of Dover, Canterbury, Oxford, 

Leicester and York are smaller and bushier plants. Not as showy as 

the larger dahlias but they will give a wonderful display for many 

months.

The real star at this time of year is the Amerine. A cross between 

Ameryllis Belladona and Neirine Bowdenii. They have 

stems up to a height 50 to 60 cm. and are in 

shades of pink, white and soft rose.  

Amerines are hardy plants, I have had 

mine for about six years and they are 

now in a large clump which I will be 

dividing in the spring. The Bishop 

series of dahlias are a good planting 

companions with Amerines.

Our gardens have really suffered with the 

heat this year, however, they will soon come 

back and flourish again as they always do.

Happy gardening
Keith

Amerines and Bishops
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An important piece of Cheshire’s local heritage has been 

carefully relocated following a major conservation effort 

supported by the village community. 

One of Peckforton’s most distinctive historic landmarks has 
begun a new chapter following the successful relocation of 
the village’s Grade II listed Elephant and Castle monument.
Carved around 1859 by local master stonemason John 
Watson, who also worked on Peckforton Castle, the 
remarkable sandstone sculpture depicts an elephant 
carrying an elaborate three-tiered castle. It is a striking 
example of Victorian craftsmanship and has been 
associated with the village for more than 160 years.

Although the monument has stood in the garden of 
Elephant and Castle Cottage for well over a century, it is 
believed to have originally occupied another location 
within Peckforton. Its precise original position, and the 
circumstances of its earlier relocation, remain uncertain.

The inspiration behind the sculpture is also the subject of 
local historical interest, with possible connections to the 
Corbett family, former landowners in the area, among the 
theories surrounding its creation. Whatever its original 
purpose, the monument has become an important and 
much-loved feature of Peckforton’s heritage.
For the past 13 years, the responsibility for its preservation 
has rested with Alison Barlow, owner of Elephant and 
Castle Cottage. Recognising both its historical importance 

and the challenges of maintaining such an unusual 
structure, Alison arranged regular structural surveys, 
generally every two years, to monitor its condition. The 
elephant had previously undergone restoration 
approximately 30 years ago, undertaken by Rogers 
Masonry of Nantwich. 

For many years, subsequent inspections indicated that the 
structure remained relatively stable. However, around two 
years ago, concerns began to emerge about deterioration 
in the stonework and the monument’s structural integrity.

Further assessment established that urgent support was 
required, prompting Alison to investigate how best to 
safeguard the sculpture for the future. What followed was 
an extensive conservation project requiring careful 
coordination between architects, planning authorities, 
specialist stonemasons and lifting contractors.

The monument’s listed status, age, weight and delicate 
condition made the proposed relocation a particularly 
demanding undertaking. Specialist stonemason Luke 
Unsworth undertook the skilled stonework required as part 
of the project, while an experienced crane team was 
engaged to carry out the challenging operation of moving 
the historic structure. 

Throughout the process, the project benefited from the 
encouragement and practical support of the wider 
Peckforton community. Conversations at a village hall social 
helped generate further involvement, with local residents 
contributing to the effort to secure the monument’s future.

The successful relocation marks the culmination of 
considerable planning, determination and specialist work. 
It also represents an important achievement in the 
conservation of a distinctive piece of Cheshire’s local 
history.

Alison has expressed her sincere appreciation to everyone 
who contributed to the project, particularly Luke Unsworth 
for his craftsmanship, the specialist crane team responsible 
for the move, and Neil Dyer, Chairman, for his involvement 
and oversight on behalf of the Parish Council. Alison is also 
grateful to the villagers, friends and supporters whose 
encouragement and assistance helped bring the project to 
fruition.

In a particularly fitting connection with the monument’s 
past, Rogers Masonry, responsible for its restoration some 
three decades ago, has also produced the commemorative 
plaque marking this latest chapter in its history.

After more than 160 years, Peckforton’s Elephant and 
Castle can now look forward to a secure future, preserving 
an extraordinary piece of village history for generations to 
come.

A NEW CHAPTER FOR PECKFORTON’S HISTORIC ELEPHANT AND CASTLE
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Jacqueline Wilson
Independent Funeral Services Ltd

Over 25 years local experience
NAFD Qualified

24 hours a day Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

www.jwifs.co.uk

TARPORLEY ROAD

TARVIN

CHESTER

CHESHIRE

CH3 8NF

TEL: 01829 740002

EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk

40A MAIN STREET

FRODSHAM

CHESHIRE

WA6 7AU

TEL: 01928 643078

EMAIL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk

74 WESTON GROVE

UPTON

CHESTER

CHESHIRE

CH2 1QL

TEL: 01244 952540

EMAIL: upton@jwifs.co.uk

HILL VIEW

HIGH STREET

CLOTTON

TARPORLEY

CHESHIRE

CW6 0EG

TEL: 01829 781572

EMAIL: jackie@jwifs.co.uk

1 CROWN BUILDINGS

LATHAM AVENUE

HELSBY

CHESHIRE

WA6 0DX

TEL: 01928 391699

EMAIL: helsby@jwifs.co.uk
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Mil lers of Mighty Oats Since 1675

mornflake.com
01829 260304hjlea.com

HJ Lea Country Store Wardle

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
FIND US AT

Wardle Service Station, Nantwich Road,
Calveley, Tarporley, CW6 9JS

DISCOVER OUR RANGE OF
QUALITY PRODUCTS...

Alcohol & non-alcoholic drinks
Bakery
Hot food
Car accessories
Cereals
Confectionery
Crisps & biscuits
Everyday essentials
Pet food & supplies
Refrigerated & frozen foods
Sandwiches
Ready meals
Tea, coffee & juice
...& more!








