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Bunbury nurses’
charity challenge

It is the weak man who urges compromise - never the strong man    ~ Elbert Hubbard

n
for the parishes of BUNBURY & TILSTONE FEARNALL

STARTING POINT: Jane Brown and
Shan McParland will begin their
epic cycle ride from Saigon

TWO Bunbury nurses are plan-
ning to cycle about 250 miles to
help fund vital research into
disorders that affect pregnant
women and their unborn ba-
bies.
Jane Brown and Shan McPar-

land are due to set off from
Vietnam on an 11-day adven-
ture that will take them from
Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh City to
the world famous temple site of
Angkor Wat in Cambodia. 
“This is quite a challenge for

even the most accomplished of

cyclists but more so for me be-
cause I haven't even sat on a
bike for many years,” said
Shan, who has worked as a
children’s nurse for the past 22

years. More recently she has
been working solely with chil-
dren with complex health
needs.
“Because of that I have first-

hand experience of the devas-
tating effects that many of
these conditions have on fami-
lies,” she said.
The two women hope to raise

£6,200 for The Genesis Re-
search Trust, which was
founded by Professor Robert
Winston.
Turn to Page 11

THE eyes of the world will be on
Beth Tweddle next year.
But those in Bunbury will per-

haps be watching her 2012 Lon-
don Olympics performance just
that little bit more closely. 
For Britain’s most successful

gymnast is a serious contender
to win gold.
And if she does, there are likely

to be some serious celebrations
in School Lane 
Turn to Page 11

Li k

Beth’s our
golden girl

AT YOUR SERVICE: Jill Robey and Elaine Crotty ensured visitors to the village fête were well fed and
watered. Full story and pictures on Pages 8 and 9
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At the heart of your community

Prayers

The Link needs help. With the
arrival of her baby imminent,
our editor, Sue Briggs-Harris,
has decided to stand down
from editing the Link.  If you
have a few hours to spare
each month and are able to
help with generating content
for the Link, please contact Jo
Mason on 733971 or email
jomason06@gmail.com The
Link can only continue at its
current frequency and size if
the editorial work is shared by
two people so do please get
involved if you possibly can.

Congratulations to George
Wilgose, who celebrated his
95th birthday on 21 August.
The family had a celebratory
lunch at his son’s home in
Chester, with his wife
Blanche, daughter Jackie,
son Paul and daughter-in-law,
Nina. The three candles on
the cake were precautionary
so as not to set off the smoke
alarm.

Congratulations and many
thanks to the fete committee
and everyone who helped to
organise the village fete at
Beeston Castle. Despite the
rain the total raised was a
fantastic £4,189 (net of costs).

Along with an impressive
collection of A* and A grades
achieved by Bunbury
students at GCSE and A
Level, there are several
young people who managed
to achieve fantastic grades
despite facing significant
personal challenges. We send
our congratulations and good
wishes to all the young people
in Bunbury for their transitions
from here on, whether they
are going to college or
planning to find a job.

The Parochial Church
Council is considering laying
a carpet at one side or the
back of church for our
smallest church members to
play on quietly during the
service. This is safer than the
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We welcome William James
Calveley, son of Andrew
Green and Victoria Calveley,
baptised at St Boniface on 24
July, and William Parton, son
of Lesley-Ann Parton,
baptised on 28 August at St
Boniface. 

Also baptised on 28 August
was Alyssa Jamie Williams,
daughter of Lynda and
Jason.

We also welcomed Oliver
Michael Payne, grandson of
Mike and Carol Ridley, and
son of Laura and Spencer
Payne, who was baptised at
St Boniface on 18 September. 

hard wooden floors or playing
unsupervised in a side room.
Please make your views
known to the churchwardens,
Neil Dewson-Smyth
(ends@me.com) and Walter
Done
(done139@btinternet.com)

The congregation from the
Methodist Chapel will join
with St Boniface for the last
Sunday of October and for
Remembrance Sunday.

It is Operation Christmas
Child shoebox time again.
Leaflets will be available from
Bunbury School, St Boniface
and St Jude's church and from
Jane Overy (tel. 01829
260294). Last year nearly
1.12 million shoeboxes
packed with toys, educational
items, hygiene items, sweets,
hats, sunglasses etc went to
children in Africa, Central Asia
and Eastern Europe. All
shoeboxes are given to
children in need with no
regard to their background or
belief. It is amazing what a
simple gift-filled shoebox can

do for a child in need, bringing
lasting joy and appreciation.
Pick up a leaflet or phone
Jane for further details.
Shoeboxes will need to be
completed by mid-November
for collection and distribution.

Calveley Church’s harvest
festival will be on Sunday 2
October at 6.30 pm. It will be
a Communion service
accompanied by the St
Boniface choir.

It’s always good to hear that a
business in Bunbury is doing
well, so we were delighted to
be told that an experienced
stylist, who formerly managed
a salon in London, has joined
the talented team at The
Salon. Carly Hinton will now
be working alongside salon
owner Suzanne Badder,
physiotherapist Jill Day and
beautician Amy Marsden.

We pray for anyone who
has recently been
bereaved including the
families of Teddy Bacon
and Pauline Davies.
We pray too for the
families of the miners
who have died in
Pontardawe. We pray
for our young people
leaving home for the first
time.

The copy deadline for the
November edition of the Link
is Wednesday 19 October,
and the magazine will be
available for distribution on
Friday 28 October.

And finally, there will be
memorial service at St
Boniface on 30 October (All
Saints Eve) at 4pm.  It will be
a quiet service, comprising
hymns, a short talk, prayers, a
poem and the lighting of
candles. A small stone will be
given out to take home in
remembrance of our loved
ones.  The service will be
followed by light refreshments
for those who wish to stay on.



Speedy changes to
make village safer

Expert offers solution to ease traffic ‘hazards’ near school

If you had a motto, what
would it be?

Always listen to what others
have to say as you may learn
something. My dad instilled this
into me from an early age.
It’s a celebrity beer call.
Whom would you like to
invite?
Edward Heath.  I listened to
him at university and his
presentation had me
spellbound. If I got lost we
could talk about sailing. I would
also invite Chris Rea as he is
my musical inspiration and
David Beckham would
complete my table as he would
fulfil my interest in football as I
admire his determination to
right what was wrong and
become an ambassador for the
game.
What would you call your
autobiography?
Not just a filling station.
What was your first job?
Working in a pottery factory. It
made me work just that bit
harder at my studies.
What would you change
about Bunbury, if you could?
Being a new boy, I am still in
awe of Bunbury's charm and
beauty and wouldn't change a
thing.
What is your biggest regret?
Not taking a sabbatical having

Bunbury’s Colin Stanyer grew up in
Burslem, overlooking his beloved Port Vale
Football Club and always aspired to be a
dentist from an early age. 
Having qualified in 1982 he bought a
practice in Alsager and is still there today. 
During that time he has been involved in
Rotaract, Round Table and Rotary and was
once involved in a Children in Need,
Thomas the Tank trip from London to
Manchester raising a vast sum of money...  

Stanyer
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VILLAGERS concerned about
traffic in Bunbury might be worry-
ing unduly.
Martin Stockley believes the traf-
fic problems outside the school
and near the Co-op look more
hazardous than they actually are.
“It seems chaotic so we think it

is ‘dangerous’,” he said. “But be-
cause of the low speeds and
high awareness of the apparent
chaos, we all behave more cau-
tiously.”
Martin, who helped to replan

Manchester city centre after it
was bombed by the IRA in 1996,

believes School Lane is a more
hazardous place for children
when there are no parked cars
clustered around the school
gates.
“People will naturally drive faster
when there are few parked vehi-
cles and children are a greater
hazard when there are no adults
around,” he said.
However, he believes that there

are things that can be done to
make life safer – and happier for
all.

He said making the perceived
road width narrower was the

most effective way of encourag-
ing us to drive more slowly.
“The section of School Lane be-
tween the school and the Co-op
feels quite wide and that encour-
ages higher speeds,” he said.
“There are things we could do

there to reduce the perceived
road width but that would need
some funding.”
One thing that costs nothing, he
says, would be if we all drove at
20mph instead of 30mph.

“It would just mean leaving
home a minute or so earlier or ar-
riving a minute or so later but it

would dramatically reduce the
hazard to people walking or cy-
cling in the village,” he said.
He said he often drove at 20mph
but found others were less pa-
tient and itching to overtake.  
“Some people do drive too fast

through our village and we could
do something about that by
changing our attitudes,” he said.

“Ideally we should all drive
through the village as though it
were a pedestrian route where
cars were allowed to get access
rather than treat it as a road with
some houses beside.”

finished my studies. 
What is your biggest
achievement?
This is twofold, firstly making
my parents proud, and secondly
seeing my girls, Elly and Abby,
and Freya, my stepdaughter,
grow up. 
If you were granted one wish,
what would it be?
I have always loved singing and
would love to appear as one of
the main characters in a stage
production of Les Miserables.
What is the one thing that

people would be surprised to
learn about you?
I sang top tenor in a 96-strong
male voice choir with Willard
White, amongst others. Other
than that I wear my heart on my
sleeve and have no secrets.
What would you like to achieve
most over the next 12 months?
I would like to finish off our
house and never be complacent
about my wonderful family
whom I adore.
What is your favourite place
and why? 

Having a pint with the boys, as
the banter can be incredible, or
snuggled up to my best friend,
Gaynor. 
How would you spend
your ideal weekend?
After the briefest of shopping
trips in Chester, I'd have a glass
of merlot in the Grosvenor and
watch the world go by with
Gaynor, then after church on
Sunday, a family lunch around
the table with lots of
conversation, then reading the
papers after a snooze. 

Colin



Wurstknoedel

And to go with it ...

FATIMA CRUTTOCK’S COOKERY SLOT

WHAT YOU NEED 

HOW TO MAKE IT
Firstly, wash and peel the
potatoes, and cut in little pieces,
so they don’t have to cook too
long. 
Boil until well cooked, drain
and let stand for five minutes,
so they are dried out. There
should be no liquid present. 
Mash them, or put them
through a ricer, and allow to
cool – even better, put it in the
fridge overnight. 

Add salt, flour and eggs, work it
in, so all three ingredients are
well combined. 
You might need more flour than
expected depending on the size
of the eggs and the make of
potatoes.  Try not to stir and
knead too much. 
Finely chop the celery, leeks
and meat, or mince it. 
Fry ingredients slightly in a
pan. 
Season with salt, pepper, little
garlic and fresh parsley.
Cover this and put in the fridge.
After 30 minutes, make little

balls of the filling and then put
them into the freezer.
Now take a handful of the
crumbly potato dough. 
Squeeze and press it and start
to flatten it.
When you have formed a small
bowl, place one of the

meatballs inside and start to
coat it with dough.
Close all openings and
squeeze and press the
dumpling, ensuring there are no
air pockets inside because they
will cause the dumpling to
break up in cooking.
Bring a big pan of water to the
boil. 
When boiling strongly, add the
dumplings and cover the pot,
so it starts boiling again as
soon as possible. 
Boil for 3-4 minutes, remove
from the heat and leave
dumplings in water for further
15 minutes. Now they should
be cooked.
The Major likes his
Wurstknoedel served with a
good gravy and sauerkraut or a
green salad.
Guten Appetit.

For the dough 
1lb starch potatoes 
2 eggs
10oz (300g) flour 
salt
flour to work with

For the stuffing 
6oz (180g) smoked meat
3oz (90g) celery 
3oz (90g) leek
salt and pepper
parsley and garlic

Greg Williams | The Dysart Arms, Bunbury
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THE GRUMPY
GARGOYLE

THE Major burst into the
boudoir the other night in a
state of high excitement. He
told me that apparently
there was be an Oktoberfest
in the Village Hall on 8
October, complete with an
Oompah band, sausages
and lashings of beer.  
Now the Major likes his
sausage as much as the
next man, but I sometimes
prepare this Bavarian recipe
for him to add a little variety.

THE winter nights are drawing
in and things are getting a
little chilly up here. 
Nevertheless, my eyes are as
good as ever and I can (at
last) express one of my prime
concerns – the safety of the
villagers I have come to know
and love.
We live in a beautiful place so
it is only natural to want to go
for a wander in the lanes. 
And most of us (over 18s at
least) have staggered home
after a few at one of our local
hostelries.
The thing is, we are not
invincible (although those
pints may convince you
otherwise). 
Not when faced with several
tons of metal – car, van,
whatever. 
Only therein lies the problem.
Many of us aren’t faced with it
at all, because we are walking
on the wrong side of the road.
From up here, I see it all the
time. I would have thought it
common sense – facing the
traffic when walking makes it
much easier to jump into the
verge if necessary, and that’s
a far less painful option than
being run over.
The Highway Code says we
should walk on the right-hand
side of the road, facing
oncoming traffic. We should
cross before any sharp right-
hand bends and then cross
back again once the bend is
passed. 
So why do I see, time and
time again, people walking
with their backs to the traffic? 
And, whilst we’re on the
subject, if you know you’re
going to be walking in the
dusk/dark, then for the sake
of goodness, carry a torch.
Better still, wear something
fluorescent too. Okay, so it
looks a bit odd, but see above
re: getting run over.
I feel a certain sense of social
responsibility this month, and
much as you know I am not a
fan of ye olde elf ‘n’ safety, I
could not let this one pass my
stone-hearted conscience.
Keep safe and happy folks.

NOT being privy to Fatima's exact
recipe, I will stake my reputation
on WurstknoEdel being sausages
and dumplings. 
If you like your reds get your

corkscrew into an Austrian pinot
noir of which there are some fan-
tastic offerings on the market or
the indigenous Zweigelt which, al-
though harder to track down, is a

wonderfully spicy little number.
An Aussie shiraz, especially one
from the Barossa valley, will also
deserve its place in the team. 
On the whites it is a dry riesling

you need with Australia and even
more so New Zealand really pro-
ducing some cracking ones right
now.
For maximum return though, get

to a good wine shop and source
a decent German riesling.
A word of warning however.
Under no circumstances con-

sider buying or be persuaded to
buy a Liebfraumilch.
Stick by this simple rule and Fa-

tima's recipe and you could be in
for an absolute treat.
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HARVEST TIME: Bunbury Primary School choir sang at the harvest festival service at St Boniface Church

PICTURE SPECIAL ­ St Boniface Church harvest festival

Goats raise
the song of
harvest home

Kim’s all set to inspire our young people

Treat
others
gently
IT was a different and unusual
reading at Oliver’s baptism on
Sunday. 
Mike Ridley, the proud
grandfather, read from 1
Corinthians 13 - that very well-
known chapter on love. 
Amongst the exhortations and
definitions of love contained
therein there, almost lost at the
end of the chapter is a chord
between the child and the adult. 
At first, verse 11 seems to be
unconnected, out of place.
It says: ‘When I was a child, I
talked, acted and thought like a
child. When I became an adult, I
put those childish ways behind
me.’
I wondered if we could so easily
or completely put away our
childhood ways, which have
developed from our childhood
experiences.  
Could some of us live more
peaceful lives and could some
understand how others seem to
live such gentle, tranquil lives?
The following saying, written by
Dorothy Law Nolte, may just
help to understand how we
became the adults we are and
perhaps help us to see
ourselves as others see us.  
For some, it may just help us to
treat others with greater
gentleness.
If children live with criticism,
they learn to condemn.       
If children live with hostility,
they learn to fight.          
If children live with ridicule,
they learn to be shy.          
If children live with shame,
they learn to feel guilty.
However          
If children live with
encouragement, they learn
confidence.          
If children live with tolerance,
they learn to be patient.        
If children live with praise,
they learn to appreciate.          
If children live with
acceptance, they learn to love.          
If children live with approval,
they learn to like themselves.      
If children live with honesty,
they learn truthfulness.          
If children live with security,
they learn to have faith in
themselves. 

RICK
GATES

your vicar

IT’S not often goats and
chickens attend church.
But on Sunday 18
September they were among
the congregation as vicar
Rick Gates led the harvest
festival service at St
Boniface.
The church, which had been
specially decorated with
flowers, produce, barley and
sheaves of corn, was full.
“It was fabulous to see so
many people join us for a real
celebration of the harvest
and all that is good about our
local area,” said
churchwarden Neil
Dewson-Smyth.
Bunbury Primary School’s
choir attended the service
and delighted all with their
singing. Tom Crotty gave a
talk on harvest and
demonstrated a human

combine harvester using
school choir members.
Neil said he wanted to thank
all those who had helped to
make it such a wonderful
occasion.
They were: Tim and Marnie
Dobson of Chestnut Meats
who provided the goats, local
cheese producers HS
Bourne, Joseph Heler,
Ravens Oak Dairy (Butlers
Farmhouse Cheeses) and
Belton. 
“They all come highly
recommended,” said Neil.
Thanks were also extended

to Richard Broster, Frank
Large, Rawhead Farm,
Rachael King and all those
who helped to decorate the
church and tidy up
afterwards. All food donations
and produce were sent to
Save The Family.

UNIVERSITY graduate Kim
Beswick arrived in Bunbury last
month with one aim: to make a
difference to the lives of young
people in Bunbury. St Boniface’s
new youth worker said she had
already started to contact
schools and youth groups in the
area in the hope of reaching
more young people. “I want to
make sure that there is

something for all young people
to get involved in,” she said.
Kim, 23, who left Chester
University in May, said she was
also excited at the prospect of
sharing inspirational stories
from the Bible.  Her long-term
goal, though, is to become a
full-time youth worker and open
her own multi-purpose centre
for young people. In the

meantime, she has been getting
to know vicar Rick Gates and
members of the congregation.
“So far my favourite service has
been the family harvest service
complete with goats and
chickens,” she said.  “I’m used
to being in the city where we
have supermarket-bought
vegetables as the highlight of
our harvest service.”



Eric Wallington: Thought for the month

Christian John Mason tells how he felt after being diagnosed with cancer

How
God
tested
my
faith

Taking stock ...

MAN OF FAITH: John Mason 

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk

Church
services

8am: Holy Communion, St
Boniface Church
9.30am: Holy Communion,
St Jude’s Church
10am: Family worship, St
Boniface Church
4pm-6pm: Messy Church, St
Boniface Church
6.30pm: Harvest festival,
Calveley

9.30am: Holy Communion,
St Jude’s Church
10am: Family Communion, St
Boniface Church
6pm: Evensong, St Boniface
Church

10am: Holy Communion, St
Boniface Church

Sunday 2 October

Sunday 9 October

10am: Holy Communion, St
Boniface Church

10am: Holy Communion, St
Boniface Church

10am: Holy Communion, St
Boniface Church

9.30am: Holy Communion,
St Jude’s
10am: Family Communion,
St Boniface Church
4pm: Memorial service, St
Boniface Church

Wednesday 12 October

Wednesday 19 October

Wednesday 26 October

Sunday 30 October

Sunday 23 October

8am: Holy Communion, St
Boniface Church
9.30am: Family worship,
St Jude’s Church
10am: Family worship, St
Boniface Church
11am: Family worship,
Calveley Church

Sunday 16 October

9.30am: Holy Communion,
St Jude’s Church
10am: Family Communion, St
Boniface Church

Wednesday 5 October WORST case scenario?  ‘You
may have only six months to
live. It depends on whether
the cancer has spread.’
I heard those words just

over two years ago when
diagnosed with oesophageal
cancer.  
What were my reactions?
Panic?  Regret for not making
more of my life? Fear?
Disbelief?   Those and many
more. 
I did a quick calculation: Yes

I’ll still be here at Christmas. 
But hang on, I’m a Christian.
I’m a comparatively young
man with four children - and I
work for the church.  Would I
be spared?  Perhaps, but not
necessarily. 
God seems to allow terrible
things to happen even to
amazing saintly people, so I
certainly don’t qualify for
special treatment.
On the Sunday following my
diagnosis I wept during the
hymn ‘Be bold, be strong, for
the Lord your God is with you.
I am not afraid’.  
But I was afraid and I felt

neither bold nor strong. And
yes I doubted God was with

THE days are
getting shorter,
there is a definite

nip in the air. 
The fields are being ploughed
again for next year’s crops.
Time to gather in and review

our lives and our store
cupboards, have a clear out,
keep what is good, both
physically and spiritually, get rid
of all that holds us back, and
give thanks for our many

blessings.
Dear God, Help us to
remember that you alone
created our world.
We cannot do anything without
you.
You love us all,
And allow your rains to fall
And your sun to shine on 
Good and bad alike.
We remember places in the
world where famine and drought
prevail.

And your wish that we should
share what we have with those
in need.
At this season of change,
Sow the seeds of goodness
deep within us
So that we can grow and
flourish,
Changing our lives to yield fruit 
In your harvest of life.
Then we can thank you 
With all our hearts.
Amen

Pat Edgley: Prayer for the month
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Reader

Reader Emeritus
THE 1960s were
the days of flower
power. 
The hippies were
always talking
about love.  The

Beatles sang 'All you need is
love' and they were right.
The hippie movement was, I
suppose, a kind of protest
against any kind of stern
Puritanical disapproval that
drives away joy and spontaneity. 
The hippies rejected those
whom in their eyes made morality
complicated - a matter of rules
and prohibitions. They wanted to
take us back to the heart of

morality which is, of course, love.
But there are different types of

love. Some sentimental and
easy. Some extremely
demanding. 
Jesus talked about a God who
loves us, just as the father of the
prodigal son loved His errant
offspring -  completely unselfish,
self-giving and non-judgemental
love. 
Not long after, Jesus showed
this love in action, by laying down
his life for His friends.
This is what convinced the

disciples that Jesus was at one
with the God whom He spoke of;
the sacrificial quality of His love. 

That's love with a backbone; far
more gutsy than the more
sentimental and selfish love of
many of the hippies. 
It's love that starts by loving
God, in response to His love for
us, and we go on to use our
minds, working out for ourselves
the most loving way to relate to
our neighbours. 
Christians are called upon to
read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest the Scriptures before
applying them. 
And it certainly takes all our heart
and mind and strength to work
out what that means in practice
but all we really need is love.

me.   Even if He were, He
wouldn’t necessarily ensure I
would be cured. 
Then I remembered you can
have doubts without losing
your faith because faith is not
about certainty. 
In fact over time doubts can
strengthen faith. 
I retained sufficient faith to be
able to say ‘I believe.  Help my
disbelief’ – a spiritual ‘pick
yourself up by your bootstraps’. 
And when I did, I saw God
working and sustaining me in

amazing ways: the support of
family, friends and of those who
hardly knew me; people
praying for me all over the
world; the skills of doctors and
nurses;  and a feeling God was
with me sharing my anguish.  
Gradually I could hear God
saying ‘All will be well’. 
Even though this might not be

accomplished in the way I
want, it could bring me peace. 
My faith was still there.
It was shaken but stirred anew
and stronger.



Church prepares for its timbers to be shivered
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Back to Church Sunday at St Boniface Church

A ‘MULTI-STOREY hotel’
has been built in
Sadlers Well Wood right
under our noses.
But worry ye not. It’s
just for bugs.
Sally Sissons and her
team of helpers from
Bunbury Primary
School have created the
hotel for all the small
creatures that live in the
woodland.
“It’s a wonderful idea,”
said Ernest Croley. “It
means the children can
now study the insects
up close.
“And no doubt the

children will enjoy it as
much as their guests
will.”

It’s a bug’s
life in the
woods ...

ST Boniface Church is bracing
itself for an invasion of young
pirates at half term.
Their ship is due to berth in

the nave in time for the three-
day holiday club which begins
on Monday 24 October.
Organisers are hoping lots of

children will turn up sporting
red and black spotted
neckerchiefs at 10am.

“Their dastardly intents will

be focused on making and
sailing wooden boats, baking
bread and playing fearsome
games,” said Joy Parker.

Ensuring that some order is
kept will be the new youth
worker Kim.
“She’s planning a number of

adventurous things that at the
moment she’s keeping as
surprises,” said Joy.

This October’s holiday club,

which is open to children aged
11 and under and runs from
10am to 12.30pm on each of
the three days, promises to be
action-packed and based on
the Gospel.
To get on board please pick
up a registration form in
church, phone Debbie Shears
on 260077 or email
bunburyholidayclub@hotmail.
com (See Page 15)

VILLAGERS who had drifted
away from Bunbury Church re-
turned on Sunday 25 September
for a special service.
Vicar Rick Gates said he was de-
lighted to see so many new faces
joining those who usually worship
at St Boniface.
The occasion was part of National
Back to Church Sunday.
Although Rick led the service, the
Readers were also on hand to ex-
plain the rituals.
Rick began by explaining the rea-
sons behind the Confession, in
which the congregation reads text
designed to cleanse us
He stressed that it was not about
appeasing a vengeful God.
“Despite what some people think,
God has no desire to punish us,”
he said. “He does not need to
seek revenge or retribution be-

cause Jesus wiped away the eter-
nal consequences of every wrong
we have done.”

Rick said that it was through con-
fession that God healed and pro-
tected us, making us feel loved
and forgiven. 
Rick then explained the process

of Absolution, the pronouncement
that we are forgiven simply be-
cause we truthfully asked for for-
giveness.
After Kate Reeves' reading from

Philippians, Joy Parker explained
the Creed.
She described it as a declaration

of what we collectively believe.
Following a talk about prayer by

trainee reader Nick Sanders and
the prayers of intercession read
by Eric Wallington, Pat Edgley ex-
plained the Peace, the point at

which members of the congrega-
tion greet each other. 
Pat reminded us that as we say,

“Peace be with you”, we are play-
ing a part in uniting us all in one
body, the one family of Christ. 
Tom Crotty then shed light on the
central part of the Communion
Service, the partaking of Holy
Communion, holy because it rep-
resents our most intimate contact
with God.

In all, 76 churches in the Chester
Diocese took part in the national
initiative, which has seen more
than 150,000 people return to
church since the first Back to
Church Sunday in Manchester in
2004.  
Last year about 3,500 churches

in the UK welcomed back 51,000
people on Back to Church Sun-
day.  

Rick gets back to basics
JOINT EFFORT: Vicar Rick Gates led the service with the help of lay readers Nick Sanders, Peter Collinge,
Pat Edgley, Tom Crotty, Kath Collinge and Joy Parker and Eric Wallington (who was camera shy)



BALANCING ACT: A young girl
masters stilt-walking

ALL WRAPPED UP: Sophie Parr and Debs Gillett manned one of the stalls

GENERATION GAME:
Churchwarden Walter Done with
his daughter and grand-daughter
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EVERY cloud has a silver
lining - or so it thankfully
seemed to organisers of this
year’s St Boniface Church
village fête at Beeston Castle
on August Bank Holiday
Monday.
For despite the persistent
rain, which kept away some
visitors, they still made a
healthy profit of £4,100.
“In doing that, David Cox and
his brilliant team appear to
have pulled off something that
seemed impossible,” said
vicar Rick Gates.
This year’s profit was helped
by the committee’s wise
decision not to hire a
commercial marquee.

Instead organisers used a tent
they had bought last year, one
provided by Chris Jones and
also borrowed the Bunbury
Scouts’ tent for the day.
Visitors, who did brave the

rain, were not disappointed.
Whitchurch Dog Display

team put on an impressive
performance.
This year visitors also had the
opportunity to compete with
their own pet too.
Helen Jones’ dog 'Coco' had
the ‘waggiest tail’, Hilary
Watson and her dog won
'most like its owner' and Carol
Hayes' was the 'best
behaved'. 
Amber Middlemiss and Hebe

had great fun judging.
James Basle really involved
the crowd using Rob Tomlins
as his assistant in the
fire-juggling act.
“Once again we thank our
team of helpers, who are
always cheerful whatever the
weather,” said Sarah
Thompson.
Grateful thanks were also
extended to Mark Hodgson,
the Beeston Castle custodian
who will be leaving English
Heritage at the end of this
year.
“He has been a great

support over the years and
will be much missed,” said
Rick.

Weather
fails to rain
on the
fête’s parade

PICTURE SPECIAL ­ St Boniface Church fête | Beeston Castle
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SMILES ALL ROUND: The hoopla stall proved as
popular as ever with visitors to the fête

IT was, without a doubt, quite a
show. In fact, organisers said this
year’s Bunbury Gardening Show was
one of the best in recent years.
Despite the unpredictable weather
and uncertain growing conditions, the
village hall was filled with more
entries than ever and, according to
some of the judges, the standards of
some of the floral classes were
worthy of much larger shows. 
“That was praise indeed,” said
Adrian.  Visitors were agreed in that

it was a lovely occasion for everyone
to share in a celebration of talent,
while, of course, enjoying tea and
home-made cakes. 
The overall winners were Margaret
Bourne (floral art), Jane Overy
(cookery and produce), Geoff Fowles
(fruit and vegetables), Gerald
Fellowes (flower and pot plants),
Denis Balance (top tray) and Olivia
Coates (winner of the junior cup).
Geoff Fowles won the chairman’s
cup for ‘best in show’.

Garden show blossomed
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MMILESTONE BIRTHDAY: Past and present members of Bunbury’s YCs celebrated with a special service

SOLEMN PLEDGE: Alex James and Christopher Pattison sign the register in front of
the Rev’d Alex Sanders who conducted the service

HAPPY COUPLE: Nicholas
Burrows and Betony Morris

Rick blesses young Christians

God bless
Rick on his
new journey

News from St Jude’s 

Bob Gardner

THE LINK was delighted to be told
that so many couples had chosen
to celebrate their marriages at St
Boniface over the summer.
We send our congratulations to
Phillippa McElroy and Jonathan
Stubbs, Betony Morris and

Nicholas Burrows, Alex James and
Christopher Pattinson, Catherine
Boothman and Ross Mavers,
Lauren Till and Tom Stringer,
Karen Wildbure and Toby
Vernon-Smith, and Hayley
Johnson and Adam Hulme.

BUNBURY’S Young
Christians celebrated their
30th birthday by leading a
special service at St Boniface.
Past leaders, including
founder Rita Aston, Jean
Hawton and Teri Williams,
were among those in church
for the occasion which was
filled with music, dance,
poetry, prayer and laughter.
It was also a chance to

reminisce about trips to such
places as London and the
Lake District. 
Current leader Wendy Slack
paid tribute to all those who
continue to help the Young
Christians.
Mike Ridley spoke of the
changes that the Young
Christians group had tried to
bring to the lives of its
members over the years - and

the changes we all still need
to make in our own lives.
Vicar Rick Gates rounded off
the service with a blessing
before everyone enjoyed a
slice of cake and spot of
lunch.  The final song was
‘Somewhere Over The
Rainbow’ which provided a
timely reminder of the YCs’
panto The Wizard of Oz on 25
and 26 November.

HAPPY COUPLE: Karen Wild-
bure and Toby Vernon-Smith

IT will be with great sadness
that we will say farewell to
Rick.

We have had our differ-
ences in the past but we
send with him our prayers for
the best of health and happi-
ness. 
May God bless him and his

family - and Rick, please
don’t ever forget your friends
at St Jude’s.
Have you ever heard of Salt
Sunday? There is apparently
such a day: 9 October. It is
appropriate that there is
such a day here in Cheshire;
after all, we're seating on mil-
lions of tons of the stuff.
A cultural hint in this month’s
news: if you ever find your-
self in London, make your
way to the British Library at
King’s Cross station.  You
will find the very first printed
edition of the King James
Bible. This major work set
the seal on the Protestant
Reformation. It allowed the
common person to read the
Bible for themselves, and to
make up their own minds in
what they believe (or not, as
the case may be).
Loud and hearty cheers are

sent to Emma Downey, who
has just graduated from Not-
tingham University with a
first class honours degree in
maths.
And finally, once more it's

time to say goodbye to a
long-standing friend of St
Jude’s’: Joy Willsmer Bell.
An appreciation of her life
was given by her old friend
Dr Sandy Campbell, a life
that had more than a fair
share of sorrow and disap-
pointment. So it's goodbye to
our friend Joy, and may she
rest in peace and rise in
glory.
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Golden girl
Beth keeps
fingers crossed
for 2012

Bunbury nurses
in 250-mile
challenge

FROM PAGE ONE
Last month – to support their
efforts - Jo and John McDon-
ald once again turned their
home in Haughton into a
gourmet restaurant for the
evening – and raised £700 for
the Trust.
Thirty paying guests enjoyed

a magnificent five-course
Asian banquet filled with a va-
riety of delicious dishes plus
some very palatable wines.
The evening ended with an

I'm a Celebrity-type challenge
where some guests were
brave enough to sample more
unusual edible delights such

as giant crickets, weaver ants
and 100-year-old eggs.

If you would like to support
Jane and Shan’s efforts,
please log on to www.justgiv-
ing.com and type in their
names in the search box. 
All the cyclists taking part in

the challenge will pass

through many traditional Viet-
namese villages during their
epic journey.

“Few locals will have seen
foreigners cycling past so
their interest and hospitality
will spur on even the most
tired cyclist,” said a
spokesman. 

From Page One
where mum Ann and dad Jerry
live. Her brother James now
lives in London.
“I’ll probably throw a big party

to thank everyone who has
helped me in my career so far,”
said Beth who is currently a
World and European Cham-
pion.
“They would deserve a medal

for all the work they have done
for me. I wouldn’t be anywhere
without them.”

In the meantime, all Beth can
do is what she does best – pre-
pare.

“I am confident in my ability
and my routines, but prepara-
tion is the secret to performing
well on the day,” she said.

“If you feel under-prepared
then you are already on the
back foot. 

“If I am prepared there is no
reason why I cannot win a gold

medal.” To help steady her
nerves, Beth says she will
probably slip away from the ac-
tion so she can read a book or
listen to her iPod.

“I just like to go into my own
world where I can focus on my
next event,” she said.

The 26-year-old is somewhat
of a veteran, though, when it
comes to the Olympics, having
competed in both Beijing and
Athens.

“Sometimes I have felt the
weight of the world on my
shoulders,” she said.
“But the crop of young gym-

nasts coming through is very
exciting and they are doing a

great job at taking the spotlight
off me.”

Next year her parents and
brother will be in London to
cheer her on.

“They have managed to get a
couple of tickets but not for all
the sessions,” said Beth. “But I
am just pleased they will get to
see me at least once.”

Back home, Beth says her
mum would describe her as
stubborn, determined and
fussy. 
“I like things to be in order,”

she said, adding: “I have al-
ways had a slight streak of
OCD in me so I wasn’t a typical
teenager because my bedroom

was normally quite tidy.” And
while friends might have been
out partying, Beth was usually
training.
“Given my job I’m not a huge

drinker, but when I am allowed
one, I normally go for an
Archers and lemonade,” she
said.   Her job is also demand-
ing which means she only sees
her parents about four times a
year.

“Unfortunately I am not in
Bunbury that often anymore,
which is a shame because it’s
such an amazing place and the
people are always so very
friendly,” she said.
“But my parents have recently

acquired a new puppy called
Bonnie so I will definitely be
coming back more often to see
her.”

If she does win gold at Lon-
don 2012, Beth plans to retire
from the international stage.

‘Sometimes I have felt the
weight of the world on my
shoulders’ - Beth Tweddle
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If you’re
in need of
a spot of
pampering,
come and
see us …

STYLISTS
Suzanne Badder
Carly Hinton

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
Jill Day

BEAUTICIAN
Amy Marsden

THE SALON
(Above Tilly’s coffee shop)
Bunbury Lane
Bunbury CW6 9QS

01829 262638
Thesalontarporley.com

If you fancy a part
in Bunbury Music
Group’s panto,
which will be
performed in
February 2012,
please do get in
touch ...



If you would like to advertise your
business with us and ‘talk’ directly to

our 3,500 regular readers, please
email nick.sanders@gmx.co.uk>>        at your SERVICE
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07713 321117

waynestockton39@gmail.com

Tattenhall Plastering
Services 

All aspects of plastering
Domestic & commercial

Internal plastering
External rendering

Tel: 01829 770458
Mob: 07962 260022 

www.tattenhallplasteringservices.com  

A.W.BURROWS & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

01270 524243
07711468917

www.awburrowsnantwich.co.uk
barb.burrows@homecall.co.uk

Snowdrop Villa
Swanley

Nantwich
CW5 8QB

Long established family
business since 1841

Complete funeral arrangements
Personal 24-hour service
Private Chapel of Rest
Memorial Monuments

Howard Anderson
01829 260450
07968 901167

A strange thing
happens when
you don’t
advertise.

Nothing.
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A strange thing
happens when
you don’t
advertise.

Nothing.
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A strange thing
happens when
you don’t
advertise.

Nothing.

Quiz Night
In aid of the Muscular
Dystrophy Campaign

Bunbury Village Hall 
Friday November 11
Bar and doors open at 7.30pm

for prompt 8pm start

£3 per head (pay at door)
Please come and support

this worthy cause
Organised by the
Good Companions




