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Could you drive the 
Rose Queen? 
The vehicles used to carry the Rose 
Queen parties are not available  this 
year and we need two trucks or trailers 
(with drivers preferably). What a shame 
if the girls cannot join in the Village Day 
parade on 17th June. Please help keep 
this charming tradition alive. Contact 
Jill Robey 260081. 

 

Martin Cook leads  
the Bunbury Singers  

in a lively mixed programme  
of choral music  

SPRINGTIME 
 

 May 13th  
St.Boniface Church  

 
Tickets available  from choir 

members and from 
St.Boniface.  

Contact Elizabeth Brereton  
01829 740664. 

 

All proceeds to  
 

Rick surprised at party 
Never before can the old walls of St 
Boniface have played host to quite 
such a party as Rick’s 60th birthday 
bash on April 1st. Well over 300 
people packed the church and took 
great pleasure in his look of complete 
surprise and shock as he came into 
the church for what he thought was a 
small tea party, only to be confronted 
by balloons, bunting and a sea of 
grinning faces. Surprise! 
Celebratory glass in hand, Rick’s 
family and friends old and new 
enjoyed an afternoon of music, led by 
the young singers of the Zamar gospel 
choir from the University of York. Rick 
blew out the candles on his 
wonderful, biographical cake, complete with singing vicar, caviar and painting 
easel. The inspirational music continued as guests enjoyed the party feast – and 
there was even some dancing in the aisles as the party drew to a close. Many 
thanks to Lin for including so many of Rick’s friends in such a memorable 
celebration. More photos on pages 6 and 7. 

Committees report good year at St.Boniface 
 
The Annual Church Meeting for St 
Boniface took place after Sunday 
Service on 23rd April. This is where 
various Church committees report 
back to the general membership on 
the activities of the previous year. And 
what a year it has been! From the 
fierce debate last April over the mobile 
phone mast proposal, to Rick’s 
fantastic birthday celebration, from 
holiday clubs, growing Kingdom Kids 
groups, the wonderful new Ridgway 
window and launch of the Target 1250 
fundraising group -  there has hardly 
been a dull moment.  Money is always 
a thorny issue but church Treasurer 
John Mason announced a reasonably 
healthy budget. Walter Done reported 
improvements to the church fabric and 
grounds and plans for the 

reorganisation of the front of the nave 
and font area. Barbara Croley reported 
increased church attendance, 
particularly by families, and was 
particularly pleased at their willingness 
to volunteer for  church rotas. In his 
vicar’s report, Rick thanked all those 
involved in the life of the church for 
their hard work and continuing 
commitment, and particularly thanked 
all those who had offered prayers and 
emotional support during his months 
of ill health. He also paid tribute to 
retiring churchwarden Walter Done’s 
achievements. 
The PCC welcomes an unprecedented 
number of new members (eleven), one 
of whom, Nick Sanders, takes over 
from Walter as Churchwarden. 
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  The Reverend RICK GATES The Vicarage, Bunbury 01829 260991 
  Rick’s e-mail:   Rick@prayer.fsnet.co.uk 
 The Reverend Jane Stephenson (parish curate)  250249 
 Peter and Kath Collinge (pastoral support) 260077 
 
St Boniface 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley  260344 
  Nick Sanders 262494 
 Youth Worker Johnny Gillett  260680 
 Secretary Neil Dewson-Smith 261680 
 Flowers Margaret Bourne 260944 
St. Jude’s 
 Churchwardens: Bob Gardner 260555 
  Ann Latham 260488 
 Secretary Carolyn Johnson 260703 
 Organist Ann Badrock 260343 
Calveley 
 Churchwardens: Barbara Croley 260344 
  Nick Sanders 262494 
 Organist John Batchelor 261056 
 Secretary Wendy Peacock 01270 214292 

SOVEREIGN  
WINDOWS 

HIGH SECURITY INTERNALLY GLAZED 
WINDOWS OF QUALITY  

FULLY GUARANTEED FOR 10 YEARS 
 

Sovereign Windows Established 1984 
 

TEL : PHILIP 
STUBBS 
01829 

260166  

Delamere 
Garden 
Services 
01606 882708 or 07746 452154 
 
Free advice, no obligation 

Cast not a clout...  

 

May brings with her the beauty and fragrance of the 
hawthorn blossom. The refreshing smell of the may flowers 
after a shower is a delight never to be forgotten. Birds, like 
us, must enjoy this delicious perfume as they seem to enjoy 
building their nests and rearing their young amongst the may 
blossom. 
The nightingale comes with its sweet music to usher in this 
month of flowers and it is now generally believed that the 
male is the first that makes its appearance in England and 
that his song increases in sweetness as the expected arrival 
of the female draws nearer.  She can distinguish her mate’s 
voice from all the others and he will not shift from his chosen 
spot until she joins him. 
The grass is now growing well and is tall enough for the 
flowers to play hide and seek in as they are chased by the 
wind.  The green of the grass sets off the dazzling white of 
the daisies and the glittering gold of the buttercups. 
We can now see some progress in the gardens as the broad 
leaved rhubarb has now grown tall, the young onions look like 
strong grass and the rows of spinach are ready to cut.  The 
potatoes begin to sprout and need to be banked up. 

Everywhere bees can be seen and heard sucking the nectar 
from velvet buds out of which they come covered with pollen 
as if they had been plundering some golden treasury and 
were returning home with their spoils. 
Butterflies are now darting about in every direction, seeming 
to play with one another and then resting with folded wings 
on some flower before they again set off in that zig zag flight 
which enables them to escape their pursuers, as few birds 
can turn quickly enough when on the wing to capture them. 
While there is a natural eagerness to hail May as a summer 
month - and from its position in the year it ought to be one - it 
is, after all, very much a spring month.  The cold winds of 
spring still more or less prevail and on this account proverbial 
wisdom warns us against being too eager to regard it as a 
time for light clothing: ‘Cast not a clout till May be out’. 
Liz Jones 

Scout hut latest 
Many of you will have noticed the ‘For 
Sale’ sign which recently appeared in 
the window of the Scout HQ 
building.  With the ever-expanding 
scout group this building has now 
become much to small to house any of 
the groups satisfactorily so we are in 
the process of selling the existing 
building and procuring a new Scout HQ 
in the village.  Those who use the 
existing building at present need not 
be alarmed that they will suddenly lose 
this facility.  As a condition of the sale 
we will ensure that there is an 
appropriate hand-over period to suit 
the Scouts and other users and once 
the new Scout HQ is built we would 
want to continue to provide similar 
(but superior) facilities.  If anyone has 
particular concerns please contact 
Martin Stockley in the first instance on 
260983. 
Martin Stockley 
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So that….. 

Why God? Why me? 
For months the two women smiled at 
each other as they passed by on their 
way to work.  Neither spoke, as they 
didn’t know each other.  Eventually, 
one stopped and said “Hello, who are 
you?”  fearing a brush-off or at least a 
polite nothing.  But the second woman 
said “Hi, I’m Anita, I’m so glad to meet 
you.  I never knew how to start up a 
conversation, but I knew I was going to 
like you.  Thanks for saying hi.” 
For many people reading this Link, God 
is a bit remote, if he’s there at all.  Yet 
for others, he is a very real part of 
everyday life.  Why is this?  It’s easy to 
discount God because we can’t see 
him, and ignore him because we don’t 
know how to approach him.  He 
doesn’t appear to be “real” in the 
same way that you and I and the 
electricity bill are all real. 
Yet suppose we turn things around, 
and assume for a minute that he is 
real and that he’s around us in our 
daily lives.  Things take on a different 
perspective.  The occasional act of 

kindness from a stranger, a child’s 
smile, unexpected chocolate, our 
frustrations and our joys, the loss of 
loved relatives, the births of babies – 
all can be interpreted as part of life, 
God’s loving and ongoing plan for us. 
And the best bit of all – he really is 
interested in each one of us, our little 
struggles, triumphs, our good bits and 
our bad bits.  It’s always good to feel 
that we matter to someone, that we 
count for something.  To have that 
feeling with God is wonderful!  We may 
not always get it right, we may not 
always be very proud of ourselves and 
what we do and say, but God is still 
there for us. 
Faith is a complicated idea, and 
understanding how it works is difficult, 
particularly when we’re trying to figure 
out how to get it.  But it is also very 
simple, and with faith comes 
understanding.   God is there – we just 
have to take that leap of faith and start 
talking to him. 
Alex Sanders 

‘Jesus said, “You did not choose me, 
but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving 
you these commands so that you may 
love one another.”’ 
(St. John 15, 16-17) 
God is a God of order. In the beginning, 
he brought order out of chaos in the 
natural world, and he’s been doing 
precisely the same in the human heart 
ever since. Jesus’ teaching was not in 
a vacuum, nor random rules given in a 
random manner, but deliberately 
formed with cause and effect: ‘Go and 
bear fruit, so that the Father will give 
you what you ask…. I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love 
one another…’ 
 

Our Father’s giving is consequent on 
our loving and working. Our combined 
operation sets in motion God’s 
reciprocal loving and giving and 
working on our behalf. Both parties 
need each other, so that the whole 
thing ‘works’. 
Jesus is our great example of this 
‘operation’. Everything he did was for a 
purpose: 
He came to earth, so that God’s love 
could be made known. 
He taught, so that we in turn could 
teach. 
He suffered and died, so that we could 
be saved from sin. 
He rose from the dead, so that we 
could have eternal life. 
Eric Wallington 

Bunbury Explorers would like to 
thank everyone who supported 
them in their recent Casino 
Night. The evening was a huge 
success and raised over £2,000 
which will help fund future 
activities. 

 

When Rick placed in Church a few 
copies of the alternative gift catalogue 
I wondered what I could give to make 
life a little easier for someone far 
worse off than myself. As I turned the 
pages I had a germ of an idea that as a 
church we could do a lot. We decided 
to collect for school uniforms in Africa 
without which children in poverty are 
not allowed to have an education. 
As Lent ended, I took the purple 
collecting box from church and 
counted the money inside, I was 
overwhelmed at the giving from 
St.Boniface members: £650, just from 
giving up biscuits, chocolates beer, 
wine and whatever else our luxury was. 
The yellow bucket has now replaced 
the purple box, and on Easter Day 
many remembered to bring their Jars 
of Grace, so the bucket has quite a lot 
of cash in it. I hope when it is all 
counted we will have somewhere in 
the region of £1,000 and we will be 
able to supply school uniforms and 
perhaps other things as well. I feel very 
proud to have been involved with this 
project, and hope we can as a church 
help resource other projects to help 
those in need. 
On Sunday evening at Calveley Church 
I met a young lady who tells me her 
boyfriend is in Senegal, and I am 
waiting to hear from him with up to 
date information regarding the 
situation in Senegal. Who knows? - we 
may be able to form a local link with 
the children there. 
Thank you to several of the children 
who found eggs in church on Easter 
Day, and then donated some money to 
the cause. St.Boniface children are 
thoughtful and caring. 
Barbara Croley 

 

Our Lenten giving 
adds up 
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Were you baptised as a baby? You didn’t have much choice 
in the matter but may have protested by crying or filling your 
nappy! However, your parents made a decision on your behalf 
to bring you up to know God through Jesus Christ. Or you may 
not have been baptised. Either way, Confirmation could be for 
you. 
As a teenager, you start to make more and more decisions for 
yourself. This is as true for your faith as everything else. 
Confirmation then is your chance to confirm that decision 
made for you when you were baptised. You are saying ‘I am 
going to continue the Christian journey’ and so we treat you 
as an adult member of the Church. 
For adults or those who haven’t been baptised (or both), 
Confirmation Preparation can be a time to ask questions with 
others, find some deeper understanding to your faith and 

then have the opportunity to Confirm with the Church what is 
going on in your life. 
For those in High School Confirmation Preparation sessions 
will begin next month (June). We look at the basics of 
Christianity as well as anything you want to ask about. A 
number of visitors join us to share their views.  We also use 
videos, music, art, drama, games, trips out and have lots of 
laughs! 
I think the adults have just as much fun in their sessions, but 
you’ll have to check that with Rick. 
If you would like to join us or have some questions then 
speak to either me on 260680 (email: 
johnny@stbonya.org.uk) or Rick (vicar) on 260991. Attending 
the sessions doesn’t mean you have to be confirmed. 
Johnny 

Preparing for confirmation 

Recently, a small group went over to 
Manchester to see the controversial 
show, ‘Jerry Springer – The Opera’. A 
distasteful satire of the Gospel or a life-
affirming rollercoaster of profanity? 
Here are some views: 
Johnny Gillett: 

“It’s not for the faint-hearted, but then 
nor is Dante’s ‘Divine Comedy’, and the 
two may have more in common than 
you think. Both weave key images from 
Christian mythology with the 
experiences and passions of the day, 
whilst courting horror and controversy. 
“‘Jerry Springer – The Opera’ sets the 
TV show to music re-enacting people’s 
attempts to come clean in public – to 
reveal what has remained hidden and 
attempt a new start. It’s easy to think of 
these people as freakish but actually I 
think we can all identify with their 
dilemmas. Disappointment and 
betrayal, risks and compromises leave 
us all with a jumbled life of success and 
defeat, things we keep secret and 
things we’ve given up caring about. The 
cast sings: 
“We’re tired of laughing and we’re tired 
of crying 
We’re tired of failing and we’re tired of 
all this trying 
We want to do some living, ’cos we’ve 
done enough dying 
“The desire for a new start, ‘to do some 
living’ is where the Gospel has always 
brought hope to people. But the Church 
has a history full of shame and 
compromise too. In the second act 
Springer falls to Hell where he hosts a 
show for Satan demanding an apology 

from Jesus. These scenes seem to have 
caused the most offence, but I feel that 
this misses the point. The Jesus shown 
here is not the Jesus of the Gospels, 
but rather the Jesus that many like to 
hide behind. For instance, when Satan 
presents the fallen Adam and Eve Jesus 
responds to them with “You had your 
chance and you blew it”, repeatedly 
stating that it was God’s plan and 
singing over their hurting questions in a 
crescendo about his suffering on the 
cross. 
“The couple are asking Jesus, “Where 
were you?” I have met so many young 
people who have asked the same of 
God – especially the victims of bullying. 
They have been told it’s all part of 
God’s plan or that their suffering is 
nothing compared to Christ’s. No one 
has listened and their loneliness has 
been multiplied by those who could 
have helped. 
“Some say this show is blasphemous, 
but I ask this. What's all this quoting the 
Bible over the cries of the 
dysfunctional, the misfits and those 
trapped by their mistakes? 
“If we cannot realise as Jerry Springer 
says that  “everything that lives is holy” 
and use the Bible to defend our own 
comfort rather than really listen to 
those in pain, then we are the ones 
committing the real blasphemy. This is 
what ‘Jerry Springer – The Opera’ 
shows very clearly – no wonder there’s 
a fuss!” 
Emma Downey: 

“I only knew about the trip forty-five 
minutes before we left, but I had 

nothing else to do, so I thought, “Why 
not be spontaneous?” I didn’t know 
what to expect – all I knew was that 
there was a lot of bad language. But 
once the show started, the bad 
language began to seem normal and I 
couldn’t stop laughing. As well as being 
entertained, it also made me think 
about my faith and how I feel about 
other people challenging Christianity. 
Overall it was a great night out, so 
thank-you to Johnny for organising it 
and telling me at the last minute.” 
Amber Middlemiss: 

“Although I'd expected bad 
language, after sitting down in 
Manchester's Opera House and hearing 
the music and beautiful voices the first 
few moments were quite a shock.  But 
the stream of swear words soon felt like 
just another dialect, and I was quickly 
struck with sadness as people's 
desperation after struggling for years 
with secrets that had bound them was 
so vividly shown, and a kind of dismay 
and recognition when those who had 
one minute been shaking in fear 
awaiting the judgement of others 
then took the moral high ground as the 
next person revealed their 'worse' 
secret.  Some of it was very funny - not 
least the man signing the lyrics for the 
hearing-impaired in the audience!  The 
bit that really stayed with me was near 
the end when the cast sang....'why don't 
we just care for one another?' and that 
seemed to me to be the message; - let 
go of fear and prejudice, allow others to 
be who and what they really are, 
and care for them.  Which is a 
truly Christian outlook, I think.” 

Jerry Springer, the Opera - not for the faint-hearted? 
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7 amazing days of fundraising 
Remember Christian Aid week (14-20 May 2006) is seven 
amazing days of fundraising, prayer and action against global 
poverty. If you would like to help with this year’s Christian Aid 
collection please contact Joyce Buxton on 01829 771182. 

Please give generously. 

News from Bunbury School 
Term ended with a lovely Easter Service in St Boniface 
Church where we were joined by Johnny and Rick who 
narrated the Easter Story between items from each year 
group of children who presented work they had done 
previously in school. This included art, poetry, drama, dance 
and music. The Lenten Box collection raised £845 that will 
be shared between Alder Hey Oncology Ward and the Project 
Rhino Trust. 
Twenty five Key Stage One children took part in a two 
morning holiday art workshop led by Mrs Waddington, 
assisted by Mrs Phillips and Joanna McLaughlin. We had a 
fantastic time looking at the work of the artist Hundertwasser 
and creating our own pieces. We thought about Happy 
Homes and other buildings where we feel happy and created 
our own small and large scale pieces using acrylic, ink and 
pastel. The results are stunning and no doubt will be on 
display in school very soon!  
Alison Phillips 

The photographs, right, show the children in Mrs Lander’s 
Year 2 class dressed as Victorian servants on their visit to 
Erddig near Wrexham in March. The children were given 
hands-on experience in the bakery, the laundry room (where 
the mangle is always a big hit), in the kitchen and in the loft 
where the servants would have slept. These six and seven 
year olds are always fascinated to see how things used to be 
done, but the following exchange illustrates just how different 
things are now: Teacher: “We’ve put in the flour and water and 
yeast. What else do we need to put in the dough to make the 
bread?”(silence) Teacher: “Come on, it’s something you like to 
put on your chips!” Child, with hesitation,“Ketchup?” 

All change at YCs 
On Monday 24th April Peter Crump 
formally retired from the group after 
many happy years. He originally 
offered his help at pantos and he 
spent the next 14 years trying to 
escape!. Not only was he our most 
efficient prompt but he also performed 
“noises off” and some will remember 
him performing as the giant in Jack 
and the Beanstalk - the children in the 
audience jumped six feet in the air and 
that was without use of a mike. Peter 
has transported us, joined us on our 
trips all over the country including the 
House of Commons and has even 

been known to sleep on the floor in 
church during our famous 
sleepovers. 
At his last meeting he and Mia were 
both formally thanked for all their 
efforts on behalf of generations of 
Young Christians. Peter has always 
taken a real interest in the young 
people he meets and his 
encouragement in all their activities 
will be very hard to replace. Peter, 
your great patience, allied with that 
wicked sense of fun, will be much 
missed by YCs and leaders alike. 
Thanks to Mike Ridley who has 
stepped into the breach. A better 
replacement would be hard to find. 

The saintly Peter of St Boniface 
contemplates his future  

as a free man - (Mia has a list of 
jobs for Monday evenings!) 

Stop press…….. 
We hear that intrepid cyclists Andrew and Jon are safely back 
in England and were welcomed by family and friends at Tower 
Bridge on Saturday 22nd April after a gruelling 10,000 mile 
ride from Beijing. They are due back in Bunbury for a welcome 
at the Dysart Arms at 3.30pm on Sunday 30th April. Everyone 
welcome.  
A fantastic achievement - very well done to you both! 
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Rick’s 60th party 
Once again Peter Crump has produced 
a fantastic set of photos recording 
Rick’s secret party. Everyone is 
smiling, a testament not only to the 
affection in which Rick is held but also 
to our vibrant church community. 

(At last, a picture of Jane! -ed) 
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ROGERS MASONRY 
 SERVICES 

73 Hospital Street, Nantwich 
Tel: 01270 624676 

• Member of the National  
Association of Memorial Masons 

• Individually designed and 
carved motifs 

• Free quotations given 

North York Moors 
National Park 
Three newly-converted barns 
available for holidays and short 
breaks 
Explore the moors: no roads or 
traffic, ideal for horseriding, 
hiking and mountain biking. Many 
local attractions, shops and pubs 
1 mile 
Contact LynneWhite  
01751 476835 
www.prospectfarmcottagesco.uk 

 
Holiday Villa 
Kalkan, Turkey 

• Private pool,  
air conditioning,  
sleeps 4 plus guest suite 

 
• Breathtaking views, 5 

minutes walk to sea 
 
 
 

Contact Lynn Hedgecoe 
Tel: 01829 260725 

That fabulous party was brought to life by a band of 
wonderful people who worked together in the giving of 
their time, enthusiasm and love. 
Within that ocean of people there were those 
who set everything up in the morning and 
those who hung around to set everything 
down in the evening. Thank you. 
Many of you cooked, served and cleared the 
delicious food. Both my children went back for 
seconds so I know it was good. (Of course it 
would be!) Thank you. 
Thank you Paul for the loan of the drums, 
without which we probably wouldn’t have 
heard the music above the buzz of conversation, and to 
Tom, for the sound and lighting without which we 
couldn’t have seen them through so many people, and 

to Johnny for the stage without which we probably 
wouldn’t have got Rick doing actions and joining in so 
enthusiastically. 

Have you ever seen such beautiful colourful, 
tasteful decorations? It was you Paula, who 
took my breath away and made me cry. 
Thank you. 
And of course, there was the secret surprise 
committee, now disbanded, (Ssshhh, you 
know who you are) you’re my favourites. 
Thank you. 
Thank you for being a guest, for wanting to 
come, I depended upon you, it was just 

wonderful to have you there. 
Lin 

The Big Secret Thankyou. 

Much bigger copies of these photo-
graphs in colour or black and white 

are available for a small charge from 
the Link. Phone Lucy 260487. 
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Lucy writes: Readers may be interested in these recollections 
of  my grandmother, Sylvia Sanders, (née Houlding) who 
wrote her memoirs in the years before she died at 90 in 
1998. As you can see, my grandmother had an enviable 
recall of facts and places and names – a skill I have not 
inherited! The period she writes about in this extract she 
recalled throughout her long life with affection and humour, 
though teaching during the Depression and under these 
conditions must sometimes have been far from easy. In 
many ways it was a great shame that after marriage, like so 
many women at the time, she was not allowed to continue to 
work, so the skills and experiences she speaks of here were 
wasted. 
Some of our older readers may have 
similar recollections of their own: we’d 
love to read them! 
‘I left college in early July 1928 and 
had already applied for a teaching job 
in Burnley. I had to have an interview 
with Mr Pickles, the redoubtable 
Director of Education, and went there 
very shyly and doubtfully and in a 
panic really. He said he would send me 
to a ‘kind’ headmistress this time, and 
that was to the Infants Department of 
St Peter’s, the old parish church 
school in the centre of Burnley. 
‘As it was a church school, my 
appointment had first to be agreed by 
the Bishop of Burnley, Bishop Henn. 
He came to interview me at Mother’s 
house. The Bishop was very old and a sweet and saintly man. 
He had one weakness, which was for travel in Norway, and 
had given many lectures on the subject to the pupils of the 
Grammar and High Schools. So naturally, when he talked of 
this in his cultured, silvery voice in Mother’s drawing room, I 
had to evince an interest. ‘Then’, said the Bishop, ‘I’ll come 
again, and show you my maps, Miss Houlding’. 
‘Sure enough, a few days later, back he came, this time 
complete with maps. As there was no table, he spread them 
on the drawing room carpet and both of us got down to trace 
the path of this fjord or that valley. While this went on, a face 
was looking through Mother’s big bay window – it was 
Doreen Cook’s, a friend who had come to call on me. Her 
eyes widened, seeing me, and the Bishop in his gaiters, lying 
out on the floor together. She soon skipped away and it 
wasn’t long before a tale went round about ‘Sylvia Houlding 
and the Bishop of Burnley rolling around on the floor’. I must 
say here that he was very old, very innocent and childlike. He 
went everywhere on a rattletrap of a bicycle, very rusty and 
dangerous-looking. He was a teetotaller and lived very, very 
simply in the Bishop’s Palace at Reedley. After that meeting, 
whenever he saw me in Burnley, he would always get off his 
bike to ask me what wild flowers I had recently found. He 
once begged me not to say ‘bloody cranesbill’, but  to ‘Give it 
its Latin name, Miss Houlding – geranium sanguineum’. As it 
happens, I knew the Latin, but preferred the common English 
name to ‘shock’ people! 

‘My new school was in the very heart of old Burnley, and 
surrounded by slums, too. Miss Bullock, my new 
headmistress, was truly kind. She was a real Christian 
woman, and taught what were to me many new concepts of 
Christian thinking. I was given the class which had just 
emerged from ‘The Babies’ – i.e. they knew their letters and 
sounds and very little else, but were ready to be taught the 
rudiments of the ‘three Rs’. I met the retiring teacher: she 
was ancient, with long black skirts to her ankles, and she had 
a ‘clicker’ and a bell. These were for everything the children 
did – a click to get up from their desks, a click to go out, and 
so on. It was all done like clockwork – these were little slum 
children aged five and six. My heart sank, but Miss Bullock 

told me to throw the clicker away. 
‘I gradually got used to the terrible 
conditions. There was one filthy 
washbasin in the passageway for the 
whole school of two hundred pupils. 
There were gas-brackets to be lit by 
the caretaker, Mr Newbould, on 
winter afternoons. The floors were of 
rough, splintery wood. And my 
classroom had enormous nails, some 
of them with a head half-an-inch 
across, sticking high out of the 
planks. (My father came in one day 
and tried to hammer them back in.) 
Most of the children wore wooden 
clogs, and made a tremendous 
clatter up the stone stairway into the 
classroom. 

‘These little children all loved school: it was warm, it was 
interesting, and they were happy there. I had a register, I 
remember, with 44 names on it that first year, but they were 
seldom all there together, always some ill. I can remember 
the bliss of teaching just thirty or twenty-eight during an 
epidemic of ‘flu! 
‘Those poor little children of St Peter’s! Many came from 
back-to back houses, with the lavatories shared in a 
communal backyard. A lot of the children were lousy, and had 
to be excluded when the ‘nit lady’ had been round, until their 
hair had been dealt with. I remember seeing two little girls 
giggling over a head-louse which had fallen onto the writing 
page before them. I myself caught fleas from those children 
with regularity, and used to go home and announce my visitor 
to my mother, whose sharp eyes would quickly spot it. One 
day, we did not spot it in time, and it got into bed with me on 
a Friday night, then transferred its unwelcome attentions to 
my sister Lucy as we slept. (We always had to share a bed: 
we were a big family and there was no other room.) She got 
up in the morning covered in flea bites. It was some time 
before she forgave me for having to go out with her chest 
liberally peppered with red-fleabites. Dreadful indignity!” 
Sylvia Sanders 

Of nits and Bishops 
- memoirs of a Burnley teacher 
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Sally Sissons Garden Design 
 
Anything from whole-garden 
designs to re-planning 
tired borders 
Reaseheath trained 
Tel:01829 261412, Mobile: 07813 466547 

Andrew Dean 
(Dip. N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.) 

Piano tuning, repairs 
And restoration 

Tel: 01829 261222 

Not only… 
Coal, smokeless fuel, 
logs, kindling, 
bottled gas,  
spare parts 
 
But also... 
Garden mulch, peat, bark.  
sand, gravel, cement etc. 

01829-261199 - day 
01829-260009 - evening 

Free Delivery or Collect 

Calveley 
Coal Company 

Holiday Apartment to let 
Begur, Costa Brava 

 
35 minutes Gerona, 90 minutes Barcelona 

House sleeps 6 and separate apartment for 3 
 

Call Sally & Robert Sissons 
Tel:01829 261412 
Mobile 07813 466547 

 
 
 
 

Your local independent garage 
Servicing all makes and models. 

M.O.T. Testing Station 
Bodywork repairs 

Free collection and delivery 
within 10 mile radius 

Courtesy cars available 

Wardle Service Station 
Calveley, Tarporley, Cheshire 
Tel: 01829 260230/260811 

Fax: 01829 261100 

Fancy Dress Hire  
Over 400 adults’ and  
kids’ costumes  
Wigs, hats & party products. 
Charlie Vegas: 262470 
Visit our new website: 
www.charlievegas.co.uk  

Each year the Agape continues to grow. This all age celebration 
of the Last Supper and the beginning of the Easter weekend 
this year attracted 80 adult diners and 30 children, all 
accommodated in St.Boniface nave. The speaker was Trevor 
Dennis, formerly of Eton College. Well done once again to the 
Collinges for their organisation and to Fiona Holbrook who did a 
wonderful job as chief caterer. 

The Last Supper at St Boniface 

Calveley Church reports to PCC 
Calveley Church enjoyed another active year last year. In our 
worship we enjoyed services from a variety of preachers and 
we are extremely grateful that Neville and Pat Edgley 
continue to give us their constant support despite Neville’s 
illness during the year. We were also delighted to see Rick 
leading our worship in services towards the end of the year. 
We are extremely grateful to Wendy Peacock for all her hard 
work in co-ordinating our worship at Calveley and are pleased 
to report that our numbers increased by 15 per cent during 
the year and our giving at Sunday services by 18 per cent. We 
continued fundraising with great gusto, the highlights being 

the spring draw, the village open gardens, the annual art sale 
and spring fair and the concert given by our friends and 
congregation. We are extremely grateful for the work done by 
the Friends of Calveley Church in organising our fundraising 
activities. Looking forward, 2006 sees another Quinquennial 
report and we anticipate that further fundraising will be 
required for such matters as painting the exterior of the 
building. Please note the following fundraising dates: 
20th May Annual Art Sale and Spring Fayre 
3rd September Flint Male Voice Choir Concert 
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Aura 
Holistic Beauty Spa 

 
Exotic facial & body treatments  

Waxing, eyelash tinting,  
Manicure & pedicure  

Aromatherapy 
Sports & remedial massage 

Reflexology 
Indian head massage 

Reiki, Hopi ear candles 
Bridal & evening make-up 

 
Wyvern House 

Bunbury Lane, Bunbury 
 

Tel: 01829 260330 

Ring for current offers 

 

Tarporley Dental Practice 
 

• Ozone therapy - painless restorations without injection 
• Preventive dentistry 
• Cosmetic dentistry - crowns, bridges, veneers 
• White fillings (mercury free) 
• Tooth whitening 

Dental care for all the family 

Denelea, Nantwich Road, Tarporley Telephone:01829 732213 (24 Hours)  

established 1978 

New patients welcome 

Mark Lewis 
 

General garden 
maintenance and all 
those DIY jobs you 
don’t have time for. 

 
 

Enquiries welcome. 
07792 550151 or 

01829 260962 

Poacher turns  
gamekeeper? 

Congratulations to John Mason, the St 
Boniface Treasurer, who has been 
appointed as the next Chester 
Diocesan Secretary. He will take up his 
position formally on 1st July, following 
the retirement of Stephen Marriott. 
John has extensive experience relevant 
to his new post, having worked in both 
public and private sectors. Most 
recently, he was a Board Director of 
LGC Group Holdings Plc, a technical 
services company offering chemical 
and biochemical analysis to 
organisations across Europe. John’s 
responsibilities included strategic and 
financial management, marketing, 
communications and human 
resources. 
As Diocesan Secretary, John will lead 
the management and administration of 
the Chester Diocese and will have 
overall responsibility for Diocesan 
financial resources: clergy pay; care 
and maintenance of properties; and 
the effective management of church 
funds. He will also be responsible for 
communications (including public 
relations) and outreach and will 
oversee the Diocesan policy on 
community and world development. 
These areas tackle some challenging 
topics, including fair trade, domestic 
violence, environmental issues, 
disability and minority ethnic issues. 
Rick is delighted with John’s 
appointment to this prestigious 
position, congratulating him as he 
announced the news at the Annual 
Church Meeting (and John is hopeful 
that his children, Becky and Kirsty, will 
welcome their Dad travelling a little 
less and seeing them a little more!). 
Perhaps Rick thinks it might be useful 
to know an insider at Church House, 
but then of course it is said that former 
poachers make the best gamekeepers! 

St Jude’s celebrates Easter 
 St Jude's is seen here glowing with 

creamy Easter liliesand yellow daffodils 
and with delicately wrapped eggs 
among the lectern flowers on Easter 
Sunday morning.  
The lower photo shows children from  
St Jude's Beavers leading the Palm 
Sunday service, as they processed 
down the aisle waving palm branches 
with 'Jesus' and the 'donkey'. The 
children had composed their own 
prayers and led the congregation in 
prayer, read the lessons and took the 
collection. The Beavers have also 
recently made a study of both St Jude's 
and St Boniface churches. Both have 
octagonal fonts and we discovered that 
this is a medieval tradition based on 
seven days of Creation and the Day of 
Resurrection, making eight. The 
Beavers have been working for their 
Faith Badge, the symbol of which is a 
lighted candle. 
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J&M Cars 
 

(based at Wettenhall) 
Private Hire/Taxi Service 

4-16 seaters 
 

Airport/Station, Business, Weddings,  
Restaurants and all social occasions 

Lady drivers available 
 

Tel: 01270 528006 or 629788 
Mobile 07951 590 756 

 
           www.jandmcars.co.uk 

 
 

• Complete funeral  
arrangements 

• Personal day and night service 
 
Tel: 01270 524243 

 

A.W.Burrows & Son 
Snowdrop Villa, 
Swanley, Nantwich 
CW5 8QB 

Community news 

Please continue to pray for Rick, 
Benjamin Thomas, Neville Edgley, 
Camilla Broster, Peter Overy, Maxine 
Sweeting, Sue Burns, Reg Woodyer 
and Howard Anderson. 
 

Caroline White 
 

Contemporary 
Wedding Photography 

 

07711 631171/01606 881807 
online gallery:  

www.carolinewhitephotography.co.uk 

Dru Yoga  
Peckforton Village Hall  

Tuesday mornings 9.30 – 11.30  
Contact Julie Markman  

01829 260989  
Suitable for all ages and abilities 

St Judes Church Hall 
 

Is available for hire 

Telephone 01829 260555 

 

Geoff and Nigel Burrows 
Dip. F.D. 

 

Funeral Directors 

Congratulations to Janine Fairclough 
who reaches a significant milestone 
this month and all the best in your new 
home. 
Belated happy birthday wishes to the 
ever-youthful Dame Tom Crotty, who 
celebrated his half-century with a party 
for family, friends and neighbours on 
April 22nd. Like the Queen, Tom enjoys 
an ‘official’ birthday, as well as a real 
birthday the next day, as his father 
registered his birth on the wrong day all 
those years ago. 
Our sincere best wishes to Reg 
Woodyer and to Howard Anderson 
who have both recently been in 
hospital recovering from heart attacks. 
We hear Howard has been able to get 
up and visit Reg on a neighbouring 
ward. We wish them both a speedy 
recovery. 
Our sympathies go to Rod and Avis 
France of the Chantry House for their 
recent bereavements. Rod’s mother 
died just before Easter and Avis’s 
brother has just died at the tragically 
young age of 43. 
John and Margaret say ‘Thanks!’  
We would like to thank all our friends 
and family for their get-well cards and 
gifts and flowers sent to Margaret after 
her operation. Also John would like to 
thank everyone for their kindness to 

him during his radiotherapy 
treatment. We are pleased to say 
things are going well for us both. 
Thanking you for all your concern. 
John and Margaret Large, 
School House, College Lane, Bunbury 

Target 1250 held its first cake sale 
on Mothering Sunday raising a very 
worthwhile £150. Dennis and Betty 
Clauson walked away with the largest 
cake in honour of Dennis’s birthday. 
Plans are afoot for more activities 
over the summer including a family 
treasure hunt with cream teas 
(thanks Nick Sanders). Details soon.  

General notices 

Please support the “Springtime” 
concert to be given on May 13th by 
Bunbury Singers who are generously 
donating all profits to Target 1250. 
As you can see, the Target 1250 
campaign now has a special logo which 
you will see increasingly on all our 
literature. Look out for it! 

Bob Gardner has written from St Judes 
to appeal for screw-type bottle tops for 
the use of children in Kalagi Village 
School in Gambia.  
The children use the bottle tops as 
counters in their lessons.  
It is good to hear of such a worthwhile 
recycling project. Please leave your 
conributions at the back of church and 
Bob will arrange for them to be sent to 
Gambia. 
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Finest quality, locally-sourced, 
additive-free meat and poultry 

Gold award-winning sausages 

Good selection of cheeses  

Bacon and cured meats 

 
 

01829 260342 

R.F. Burrows  
& Sons 

Family butchers est.1924 

Diary 
May 

7 8.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St Jude 
 10.00am Family Worship St Boniface (3rd Sunday style) 
 11.00am Holy Communion Calveley 
  
10 10.00am Holy Communion  St Boniface 
 
13  Bunbury School Association family bingo 
  Bunbury Singers in aid of Target 1250   
  Tarporley School Ball 
 
14 9.30am Morning Service St Jude 
 10.00am Family Communion St Boniface 
 6.30pm Evensong  St Boniface 
 
17 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 
20  Calveley Art Exhibition  Calveley Church 
 
21   
 8.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 9.30am Holy Communion St Jude 
 10.00am Family Worship St Boniface (1st Sunday style) 
 11am Matins Calveley 
    
24 10.00am Holy Communion St Boniface 
 
28 9.30am Morning Service St.Jude 
 10.00am Family Communion  St Boniface 
   
31 10.00am  Holy Communion  St Boniface 
 
June 
4  Whit Sunday (Pentecost) 
 8.00 Holy Communion St Boniface 
 9.30 Holy Communion St Judes 
 10.00 Family Worship Bunbury 
 11.00 Holy Communion Calveley 
 
Looking ahead 
June 
17th  Bunbury Village Day   
30th  Bunbury Cricket Club World Cup Sportsman’s Evening 
  with guest speaker Nobby Stiles at Portal Golf Club.  

  Information from Andy Lawrence 01829 261330 
July 
8th  Bunbury School Barbeque 
12th-15th  Anything Goes - Bunbury Good Companions put on this 

  unmissable show for a four night run. Details in next Link 
20th  Bunbury School Grandparents Day 
 
September 
3rd  Flint Male Voice Choir Concert St Boniface 
23rd  Bunbury School Association Barn Dance 

Graham Rathbone & Sons 
 

Electrical 
Contractors 
 
NICEIC approved contractor 

01829 261174 

Link is edited by Lucy Munro (tel. 260487) and Jill Robey (tel. 260081). We welcome all 
contributions. Our deadline for the June edition is Friday 19th April. Please send material to 
lucykmunro@hotmail.com.  

 Our vicar, Rick Gates, is always available in times of sickness, bereavement or any distress 
(see p 2 for phone numbers).   

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk 

Ian Bulkeley 
Paving, walls, fencing, 
garden improvements, 
landscaping. 
 

01270 780834 07778 358285 

 

 

 

 

Digital information technology ltd 

• Cheshire’s only direct  
supplier of DELL 

• Specialists in upgrades 
and repairs 

• Broadband provision 

• Internet & E-mail service providers 

• Full networking and cabling 
service 

• Virus removal & reconfiguration 

• Comprehensive web design & E-
commerce solutions 

• Efficient personal service 

Kevin Thompson 
01829 261685 

M 07773 321779 
kevin@ditnet.co.uk 


