June 2025

@9

SOUNDS =—p

Remembering - o
ADULTS £5 12.30 PARADE
Ann Posnett UNDER 16 FREE 13.00 GATES OPEN

BUNBURYVILLAGE.INFO  [E]9y[s]
[=]

Get ready for an unforgettable experience at Summer Sounds! The perfect
opportunity to come together and celebrate our community. With amazing live music,
Please give to St Boniface to there's no better way to create lasting memories. Whether you're dancing, singing,

maintain this beautiful or simply soaking up the atmosphere, Summer Sounds is sure to be a day you won't

church building want to miss!
www.facebook.com/BunburyVillageDay
A magazine for the parishes of www.instagram.com/bunburyvillageday
Bunbury and Tilstone Fearnall www.bunburyvillage.info/village-day/

n Follow Bunbury Church on Facebook You can read The Link online at: www.stbonifacebunbury.org
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Community news

Easter at St Boniface — Rev Tim and
all at St Boniface would like to thank
Tilly's for hosting the Good Friday
Service; normally held outdoors, this
year the service was moved into the
café because of the weather. It was a
lovely service of readings and music.

Easter Sunday was also different. A
traditional communion service took
place at 8:00am followed by an Easter
Sunday Brunch. Young families joined
the service that made the centre of the
Christian faith accessible to all ages.
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A huge thank you to those who
cleaned the church and did the
flowers for Easter; the church looked
beautiful.

100 Club winning numbers — The
May draw for the club took place on 4
May after the 10:30am service at St
Boniface church. The winning
numbers were: 70; 98 and 50.
Congratulations to the winners!

The St Boniface church féte
committee would like to say a huge
thank you to all those who helped in
any way at the Beeston Féte: from

baking cakes to manning the car park
or running stalls. There are too many
people to name individually but we
couldn't do it without you. We raised
a fantastic total of £8400.

Italian wine tasting evening at St
Boniface — Within days of
announcing the event, all seats were
well on the way to being reserved. A
wine tasting night was a new venture
for the fundraising team led by Lucy
Munro and, as they hoped, a sell-out
evening of Italian wine and antipasti
followed by a lighthearted quiz was
enjoyed by our 80 guests. Big thanks
to Jonny Cox, our expert for the
evening, and to everyone who
supports our fundraising ventures. St
Boniface is a huge asset and it is great
to see the building used and enjoyed
by the whole community, at the same
time as raising valuable cash towards
its upkeep. The team is hoping to
have another wine tasting before too
long,so watch this space.

Folk at St Jude’s were delighted to
welcome Bishop Mark to a service and
ride out on Sunday 11 May. The team
at St Jude's offered bacon rolls before
the service to all the riders and Mike
Lightfoot organised a safe and sunny
ride out to the Old Stores Motorbike
cafe, after which Bishop Mark blessed
the bikes and riders. It was good to
support and hear more about the
Bishop's charity: Biking Bishops Biking
Mission Fund.



A word from the editor

In the past few months | have used the privilege of the editor’s
note to ask you to support our fundraising events. | now want
to say a big thank you for joining in the fun at the Italian wine
tasting evening and the church féte at Beeston Castle. With
such goodwill and generosity you helped, bought raffle
tickets, drank the wine, ate the antipasti, consumed delicious
cakes, the BBQ, refreshments, and so much more. You also
supported the Christian Aid coffee morning, vintage and plant
sale which was a resounding success: we raised £1175. Our

dear Joyce Buxton would have been delighted! (Photos on p.8)

Thank you so much to Sarah and Tom Mansell who will deliver
the Link to parishioners in Wardle Avenue, and to Bob and
Trish Welch who will deliver in Alpraham Green. The Link
wouldn't exist without volunteers .

Bunbury WI meets on the second

Thursday of the month at Bunbury
. Playing Fields Pavilion at 7:30pm.
Members enjoyed a cream tea
afternoon in May. The speaker at
the meeting on 12 June will be Sallie
i Bancroft on “The Alexander
. Technique” and on 10 July we look

forward to Viv Bettley-Eagles and
Bollywood Dance for Fun team. New Members and guests
are warmly welcomed. For further information contact Lynda
Davies 01829 863781.

Bunbury Gardening Club will meet on 17 June for a visit to
Kate Huet's Physic Garden, 57 High Street, Great Bedworth,
Northwich CW9 6HF. Please attend at the venue promptly at
6:30pm. Share lifts with friends where possible. Members and
visitors all welcome.

Sarah Thompson is now a
Pilates instructor. For details of
her classes please contact her on
07973 871769.

Ocean Wave — mobile
fishmonger, visits Bunbury
outside the Nags Head on
Thursdays from 12.00 to 12:20pm.
The fish is very good quality and
very fresh (Ed).

Dates for your diary

Bunbury Village Day will take place on Saturday 14 June and
this year we're turning up the volume with a celebration of
music and a day of Summer Sounds (p.15 for more details)

Just Sing concert, “A Summer Beat", including jazz, pop and
gospel songs, will take place at Tarporley Baptist Church on
Saturday 28 June at 7:30pm. Tickets include refreshments
and will be on sale at Tilly’s in Bunbury, and Ginger & Pickles
in Tarporley at £10.

Decibellas will be performing their summer concert at St
Boniface on 12 July (p.15 for more details).

Let's be honest: when someone mentions “generosity” most
people instinctively think of money. But generosity is so
much bigger — and often far more interesting — than simply
handing over money (though, let's not lie, that's helpful too).

At its core, generosity is about how we choose to live. For
Christians, it's rooted in the example of Jesus, who didn't just
give a little — he gave everything. But whether you're
religious or not, most of us agree that a generous life tends to
be a good life.

Generosity means sharing what we have—not just our
money, but our time, talents, and maybe even that secret
cake recipe. Christian Aid Week, for example, was one big
reminder that small acts can make a global impact. Some
give financially, sure. But others bake, organise events, curate
incredible vintage stalls, or plant sales. Each person brings
what they can, and together, it adds up to something
powerful.

But generosity isn't just for "big weeks” or fundraising drives.
It's also found in quieter corners — like in our very own
village pub The Nags Head, where the ALIVE group brings
companionship to those who might be feeling lonely or
forgotten on Tuesday lunchtimes. These volunteers give
something priceless: their time, their presence, their
willingness to listen. And Henry and his fabulous team deliver
incredible value lunches — now that's generosity on every
level.

And these days, being generous also means thinking about
the environment. Picking up litter, planting trees, cycling
instead of driving — it's all about giving back to a world that's
quietly given us so much (and that's why we're proud to be
awarded a Silver Eco Church Award for our small efforts to
say thank you!).

Of course, generosity doesn't always look noble. Sometimes
it's just saying yes to helping a friend move house, even
though you know they own far too many books and you'll be
paid in pizza or beer. But still, you do it. Why? Because deep
down, we all know that life feels better when it's shared.

So whether it's a grand gesture or a small, quiet kindness —
generosity matters. It brings people together. It changes
lives. And oddly enough, the more you give, the more you
tend to gain: joy, connection, meaning... and maybe even a
few new friends or at least a delicious slice of cake!

And isn't that something worth giving for?

The copy deadline for the July issue is Friday 6 June. The
magazine should be delivered from Saturday 28 June.
Please send notices to
parishlinkeditor@stbonifacebunbury.org
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The Prodigal Son

Stephen Broadbent is a Public Sculptor based in Chester, a member of our

community of faith at St Boniface and a Canon at Chester Cathedral

The “Prodigal Son" is a very well known parable, a simple
story that resonates in every generation, community and
family, and part of our our human story from the very
beginning. A better title might be: "The two lost sons” or
“The Prodigal God" — the title of a book by Timothy Keller
who explains that “prodigal” doesn’t mean wayward, but
instead to be recklessly spendthrift — to spend till you've
nothing left!

For the younger brother to ask for his inheritance was quite
outrageous, and would have scandalised the family,
behaving as though the father was already dead. But why
did the family patriarch allow him to go? And at such cost to
his estate and his standing in the community. It seems the
father chose to bear the agony of loss and rejection, out of
love for his son.

So off this young man goes, off to the far country, where we
hear that he recklessly squandered everything, and finally in
utter desperation devised a plan, a plan to return home,
admit he was wrong, forfeit the right to be a son and work
as one of his fathers hired men to make restitution, and pay
his debt.

He would have been practising his speech on the long
journey home, but the father saw him, and we see the
remarkable sight of this honourable patriarch running with
his robe hitched up, bearing his legs to welcome his lost son
home, with a kiss, and before the younger son had chance to
say anything, the father interrupts: “Quick,” he says to his
servants. “Bring the best robe and put it on him.” He was
restored there and then, no grovelling, or paying of debts,
no having to earn his way back into the family. We see the
father cover this young man'’s nakedness, poverty and rags
with his robe. And then they feasted on the very best veal,
with wine and music and dancing. This is our prodigal god.
Our Heavenly Father’s reckless love and forgiveness can
pardon and restore any and every kind of sin or wrongdoing,
and it doesn't matter who you are or what you've done.

And that redemption comes even before you've even had
chance to clean up your life, or even repented — this is
grace. Sealed with a fabulous homecoming party. We could
end the story there, as we've heard the wonderful truth of
God's free grace and loving restoration, but that's not the
main point of the parable, as we have another brother to
think about: the lost elder brother.

When the elder brother hears that his younger brother has
returned, and has been reinstated, he is so angry — and now
it's his turn to disgrace the father. He refuses to celebrate,
and once again the patriarch has to come outside, and he
pleads with his eldest son. And even though really hurtful
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things were spoken by his son, the story ends with a father's
tenderness towards his lost elder son: "My son,” he begins,
“despite how you've insulted me publicly, I still want you in
the feast. | am not going to disown your brother, but | don't
want to disown you either. | challenge you to swallow your
pride and come into the feast. The choice is yours. Will you,
or will you not?” It's an unexpectedly gracious and dramatic
appeal.

The listeners are on the edge of their seats. Will the family
finally be reunited in unity and love? Will the brothers be
reconciled? Will the elder brother be softened by this
remarkable offer and be reconciled to the father? But just as
all these thoughts pass through our mind, the story ends!

The Pharisees listening to this story wouldn't have
understood why the bad son entered the feast, but the good
son will not. It is a reversal of everything they had ever been
taught, it wasn't the elder son’s wrongdoing that was
keeping him out, but his own righteousness.

The father looked on the hearts of both sons and their
motivations were much the same, they both chose to
misplace his authority, and while the younger son's
behaviour was blatantly wrong, Jesus's focus was on the
mindset of the elder brother, with its oppressive and
judgmental thinking. This is a religiosity that we so quickly
revert back to, ending up with church communities filled
with well behaved elder brother types, who make no space
for lost younger brother types.

Elder brother types believe if they live a good life, they
should get a good life, it's a results—oriented selfishness,
rather than a faithfulness born of love, and it can end up, as
in this story with anger and resentment. It can also lead to a
strong sense of superiority and prejudice, but it is all pretty
joyless and often motivated by fear.

Jesus wanted to hold up a mirror for the listeners of this
parable to look at themselves, as in their pride and self-
importance they are blind to their lost-ness. Yet the parable
clearly showed they were both lost, and they were both
wrong — but they were also both loved, and the father
dearly wanted them both home.

So who is the true elder brother?

There's a story, a true story of a young man who was a US
soldier missing in action during the Vietnamese war. When
the family could get no word of him through any official
channel, the older son flew to Vietnam and, risking his life,
searched the jungles and the battlefields for his lost brother.
It's said that despite the danger, he was never hurt, because
those on both sides had heard of his dedication and



respected his quest. Some of them called him, simply ‘the
brother".

Is this what the elder brother in the parable should have
done? Could he have said: “Father, my younger brother has
been a fool, and now his life is in ruins. But | will go look for
him and bring him home. And if the inheritance is gone, as |
expect, I'll bring him back into the family at my expense.”

Sadly, the younger brother in the parable gets a Pharisee as
an elder brother. But! we do have a true elder brother, and
that is Jesus. Jesus paid the price for bringing us home. He
was stripped naked of his robe so that we could be clothed
with a dignity and standing that we simply don't deserve. On
the cross Jesus was treated as an outcast so that we could be
brought into God's family freely by grace, and he drank the
cup of eternal justice so that we might have the cup of the
Father's joy. There was no other way for the Heavenly Father
to bring us home, to share in the feast, except at the expense
of our true elder brother.

The world tells us that people should earn their place, that

actions have consequences, and that justice must be satisfied.

But Jesus presents a different vision. Jesus offers a possibility
where love is reckless, grace is prodigal, and celebration is at
the heart of God's kingdom. The question is not whether we
deserve it, but whether we will enter

the feast.

At different moments, we've very likely been both children,
the wayward child and at other times the resentful self

righteous child, but the parent’s love meets us in both places.

And right now, the table is set. The music is playing. The
celebration has begun. We've to simply join the feast? A
feast of love and grace.

Amen

Our prayers

We are thinking of all the young people taking exams
this month. Pat Ellis shared this prayer for them with us:

“Lord, we need your help.

We need a calm mind; grant us your peace.

We need a careful spirit; grant us your patience.

We need inspiration; grant us your enthusiasm.

Keep us from all panic as we put our trust in your power
to help and keep us this day.”

Amen

Kathleen A Goodacre

Church diary for

June

8:00am BCP Communion

Sunday 1 9:30am Morning Worship SilEenizes
: ; St Jude
June 10:30am Holy Communion St Boniface
and Forest Church
ﬁicénesday . 10:00am BCP Communion | St Boniface
Sundav 8 09:30am BCP Communion | St Jude
June y 10:30am Morning Worship | St Boniface
11:30Holy Communion Calveley
HiEelneseky 10:00am BCP Communion | St Boniface
11 June
9:30am Holy Communion | St Jude
10:30am Third Sunday St Boniface
Sunday 15
June Brunch
6:00pm Evensong St Boniface
UEEINEEREY 10:00am BCP Communion | St Boniface
18 June
Sunday 22 9:30am Morning Worship | St Jude
June 10:30am Holy Communion | St Boniface
Wednesday . . .
25 June 10:00am BCP Communion | St Boniface
Sunday 29 9:30am Morning Worship | St Jude
June 10:30am Morning Worship | St Boniface

June 2025
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Bunbury School news

Honouring VE Day — a time to remember and reflect

On Thursday 8 May, Bunbury Aldersey CE Primary and money for the

Nursery school community came together to honour VE Day  Royal British

— a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made by so many Legion,

during World War IIl. Through a series of thoughtful activities supporting their

and commemorations, we recognised the importance of ongoing work

remembering those who gave their lives so that we might with veterans and

live in freedom today. service families.

To mark the occasion, pupils and staff dressed in red, white The generosity of

and blue, proudly reflecting the colours of the Union Jack our families has

and the spirit of national unity. The day included age- been overwhelming, and we are proud to contribute to a
appropriate discussions in class about the significance of charity so closely linked to our nation’s history and wellbeing.
Victory in Europe Day, helping pupils to understand both the  As a school, we believe it is vital to ensure that the stories
joy of peace and the deep cost at which it was won. and values of the past are not forgotten. VE Day serves as a
At midday, the entire school joined in the national silence, meaningful opportunity to teach children about bravery, loss,
standing together in quiet reflection. It was a powerful and the importance of peace — and to say thank you to
moment, allowing us all to pause and show our gratitude to ~ those who came before us.

those who served and sacrificed for future generations. Nic Badger
In the lead—up to VE Day, the school community also raised Principal

Bunbury commemorates Victory in Europe Day 80th anniversary

On 8 May St Boniface church led the VE Day
80 Anniversary in our village. The official VE
Day 80 flag was flown from the tower from the
evening of 7 May. Members of the Bunbury
Scouts joined bell ringers Peter Jones and
Barry Menzies to assist with the flag raising
from the tower roof, along with Scout & Guide
Leaders and Rev Tim.

On 8 May, VE Day itself, Rev Tim led an
outdoor service by the memorial gate that was
attended by members of the local Royal British
Legion and many others from the village. This
was followed by the ringing of the bells, to
join with many towers across the country, in
celebration of peace as part of the national VE
Day 80 events. One of our ringers who rang
the bells was around two years old on VE Day
in 1945 but says he can't recall the experience!
School Lane residents held a VE Day party.
Brenda Fishwick was eleven when war broke
out and she shared memories of her time
during the war. The photo is of the youngest
person at the party, Phoebe, Peter and Helen
Jones' granddaughter, and Brenda.
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ROYAL BRITISH LECION

Most people only think of the Royal British Legion
during the annual Poppy Appeal and on Remembrance
Sunday or at special events such as the recent VE Day
Anniversary celebrations. However, the Royal British
Legion is a year-round organisation that is at the heart
of a national network supporting the Armed Forces
community. It came into being in 1921 and has
survived through thick and thin and will continue to
survive as long as it is needed.
The Royal British Legion is the country’s largest Armed
Forces charity, with 180,000 members, 110,000
volunteers and a network of partners and charities all
providing support wherever and whenever it's needed.
If you are serving, or have served in the Armed Forces,
then you, your dependants and carers are eligible for
help and support from the Royal British Legion. Those
eligible for support are:

e Currently serving and ex-service personnel who have

received one day of pay.
eReserve or Auxiliary personnel, or those who have
previously served.

e Those who have served with the Mercantile Marine
afloat in hostile waters.

e Current or previous full-time members of Allied Civil
Police Forces.

e Those entitled to the campaign medal issued to the
Royal Navy, Army or Royal Air Force to those giving
them direct support or under their command.

e Any member of Voluntary Aid Societies who has
served full-time and in uniform in direct support of
the United Kingdom Armed Forces.

e Any British subject (by birth or otherwise) who has
served one day in the Forces of an Allied nation
during hostilities and received one day of pay from
that nation.

e Any British subject (by birth or otherwise) who
served in a resistance organisation of an Allied
nation during hostilities in which the United
Kingdom Armed Forces were engaged.

e Any person who served in the Home Guard for at
least six months, or in a Bomb and Mine Disposal
Unit for at least three months.

e Any person who was awarded the Defence Medal in
respect of service in the Home Guard or in a Bomb
and Mine Disposal Unit.

Dependants can include children, spouses and partners.

This includes widows/widowers and those who were
formerly a partner of a serving or ex-serving individual.
The Royal British Legion can also provide support for
Commonwealth citizens who are residents in the UK as
well as past and present members of the Brigade of
Gurkhas and their families.

Here in the village there is a small branch which meets
monthly in the Nag's Head, usually on the second
Monday of the month and newcomers are always
welcome. You do not need to have served in the
Armed Forces to become a member of the Legion and
to support its aims.

Further details are available from Mike Rogers who can
be contacted on 01829 261682 or via
mandmrogers@btinternet.com or at
www.britishlegion.org.uk

June 2025
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Bunbury Medical Practice
June news

Dispensary news Training Day — June 2025

We are pleased to say that we remain in a strong position in ~ The practice will be closed from 1:00pm on Tuesday 3 June; it
regard to dispensing repeat medication. As such, we would  will reopen the following day at 8:00am.

request that patients do not put in their repeat script until All Training Days for 2025 can be seen on our website.

one week before their medication is due to run out; Defibrillators

submitting a repeat script prior to this will often resultinthe  when the surgery is closed, defibrillators can be found at:
request being rejected. = Conversely, we also regularly have  Bunbury Village Hall outside wall — access 24/7 Jubilee
patients who fail to submit their repeat medication requestin - playing fields pavilion outside wall — access 24/7 and

a timely manner and have run out; this causes unnecessary Dysart Arms outside wall by entrance to car park — access
additional pressure on all departments (prescribers, 24/7

dispensers, issuing clerks). Here are a few suggestions on

how to ensure this does not happen:

e Set a calendar reminder World Blood Donor Day

14 June 2025 is World Blood Donor Day. This is an annual
event which raises awareness of the importance that
donating blood means to the health industry as the range

e Set a phone reminder
e \Write on your pill boxes

As always, patients will receive a text message when of uses is way more diverse than people realise. From
medication is ready to collect. plasma treatments to research and emergency uses,

We would also like to remind patients who have several donating blood remains an important aspect of health
medications on their repeat scripts, to tick items they require;  care. NHS Blood Donation is the UK's national service for
we often receive blank prescription requests. Be mindful to blood and plasma donation. To find out how to become a
only tick medications which are needed as this cuts down on  donor, check your eligibility and to book an appointment
wastage, saving valuable NHS resources. at a venue near you, visit www.blood.co.uk

For patients who use inhalers, we would like to encourage Cervical Screening Awareness Week

you to take your used inhalers to a local pharmacy for safe 19 — 24 June is Cervical Screening Awareness Week. This
disposal (we offer this service at Bunbury). The propellants is an annual event which aims to highlight the importance
used in some inhalers are powerful greenhouse gases which ~ of regular screening for women'’s health. Cervical cancer is
contribute to climate change (please be assured that these the most common form of cancer in women under 35, with
gases are not harmful when using inhalers). Even after an two women in the UK per day dying from the disease.
inhaler is finished, it still contains these environmentally Regular cervical screening appointments can prevent up to
damaging gases. Returned inhalers will be incinerated which ~ 75% of instances, saving 5000 lives per year. NHS

will destroy the greenhouse gases and prevent inhaler screening is offered to women (and people with a cervix)
plastics going to landfill. Plastics from inhalers cannot be aged 25 to 64. We would encourage our patients to not
recycled using domestic recycling schemes. ignore your cervical screening invite.

Photos from the
coffee morning,
vintage and plant sale
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“Just one thing” for a
healthier life

We have chosen to continue with this series of articles based on
the popular podcast by the late Dr Michael Mosley as testament
to his life’s work and passion for educating and helping people,

which is what we believe he would have wanted.

Reheat Pasta

This may seem like an odd thing to recommend but the act
of cooking, cooling and reheating pasta actually alters the
nature of its carbohydrates so that instead of being rapidly
converted to glucose in the gut, which can lead to spikes in
blood sugar, they become resistant starches. Resistant
starches are not digested in the small intestine by our gut
enzymes, but pass through to the colon, where they are
fermented by beneficial bacteria to produce butyrate.
Butyrate is a short chain fatty acid which is the preferred fuel
of colon cells, meaning it becomes healthier, and enhances
the gut barrier function, which means that damaging
substances are less likely to be absorbed. This seems to
lower blood cholesterol and glucose, reduce levels of
inflammation both in the gut and throughout the body, and

even reduce the risk of some gut cancers, including
oesophageal and pancreatic.

Some foods are naturally high in resistant starch, such as
legumes, wholegrains and potatoes, but the levels in potato,
rice and pasta can all be increased by this process of cooking
followed by cooling —overnight in a fridge, or even freezing
— which reforms the starch in a crystalline structure and
makes it resistant to digestion. (A note of caution with rice:
do not use if it has been kept for long periods at body
temperature as it can then grow a nasty bacterium, but it is
fine if cooled rapidly after cooking and then reheated
properly a day or two later). So you can feel good about
keeping and using leftovers, not just because of the lack of
waste, but because they are good for you!

Liv Weller

Gardeners’ June diary

Trees in abundance

Sometimes gardeners are afraid of ﬁ
planting trees in smaller gardens g#
because of their size and growth.
However, you should not be afraid, if
you choose carefully. A garden without
the structure of a small tree is a shame
as they give so much pleasure.

| have a number of trees in my
small/medium sized garden. My
favourite is a Japanese dogwood:
Cronus Kousa Alice. It is an open
structure small tree with variegated leaf
and white bracks, the centre forms a red
berry. There are many varieties of
Cornus Kousa which are suitable for a
small garden. For some years now horticulturists have been
growing fruit trees on dwarfing root stock H2 which gives a
small tree which fruits well. | have three in my plot, one trained
as an espalier against a fence, Greensleeves, which | keep small
by pruning the new growth out, and another, Katy, in a pot.
All three give a good crop.

Cornus Kousa

You often see horticulturists advertising small trees for pots
on a patio, whilst they work quite well | find that if planted in

the ground they perform better. You can
[l L eep control of them by pruning in the
* winter.

: Maples are another good example of a
| garden tree. | have an open aspect
green/red leafed one that does well. My
magnolia came in a pot but now it is in
the ground and has formed a beautiful
upright tree. There is also a small early
flowering cherry tree. The secret is to not
lose control of them. | have noticed
recently the garden brochures are
advertising dwarfed lilac trees with many
bright colours and variegated flowers.
Trees make a garden much more interesting and rewarding,
and an extra bonus is a wide range of small birds visiting your
garden. So be bold and look out for the many smaller
varieties that are now available and plant some in your
gardens.

Happy gardening.
Keith
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Sky notes for June

Summer Solstice occurs on 21 June at 3:42am. We also call
this Midsummer's Day as the Sun is at its most northerly
point in the sky, giving us the longest day and the shortest
night. After this date, the nights gradually begin to draw in
until Midwinter’s day in December!

The sky never gets completely dark this month, as even
when it has set, the Sun is never far below our northern
horizon. Nevertheless, the warmer nights are conducive to
stargazing.

Mars is the only planet readily visible this month in the
evening sky. On 17 June it passes about one—and-a—half
Moon's diameter above the brightest star in the
constellation of Leo, Regulus. Both objects are about the
same brightness, but Mars is noticeably red, compared to
the blue-white of Regulus. The contrasting colours will look
good through binoculars.

Venus is very bright in the morning sky, rising around
3:00am. On 22 June, before dawn, Venus lies immediately
below the crescent Moon. Meanwhile the following
morning, 23 June, between 2:30 and 4:30am, the Moon
passes in front of some of the stars in the Pleiades (or
Seven Sisters) star cluster. Use binoculars to observe the
event in the brightening sky.

Full Moon is on 11 June. This is the lowest Full Moon in the
sky for 19 years. The accompanying star chart shows the sky
just before midnight on 11 June. Look how low the Moon is.
Just to the right of the Moon is the bright star Antares (it is

Wed Jun 11,

The night sky before midnight 11 June (SkySafari Pro software)

visible in the south all month; only on 11 June is the Moon
close by). Antares is Greek for “rival of Mars” for, like Mars,
is red in colour. It is the brightest star in the constellation
of Scorpius, the scorpion that killed the great hunter,
Orion. We can only see the northern part of the
constellation from the UK.

Clear skies!

Bunbury Stargazer

Tilly’'s Bunbury wins prestigious award

Tilly's Bunbury were absolutely thrilled to announce that they have been awarded the
SME Enterprise Award for Village Cafe & Coffee Shop of the Year 2025 — Cheshire |

Local, as well as the Produce Excellence Award 2025!

Andy and Paula, Tilly's owners, are local residents and their goal has always been to
support local suppliers, showcase home—cooked food and cakes, and create a space

that feels like home for locals and visitors alike.

Andy and Paula credited the team for the award: “It is Tilly’s amazing cooks, Vicki and
Janet, and the serving team, that have made Tilly's so special. Their creativity, care and
consistent hard work are the reasons we have been able to grow, improve, and shine.
Without them, none of this would be possible. They are the heart of Tilly's.”

Andy and Paula have been blown away by the community support they have received.
Meeting new faces from around the world, receiving lovely reviews, and sharing
meaningful conversations have all made this journey so worthwhile. Tilly’s customers’

kind words truly fuel the team every day.

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk




Share your passion

A couple of years ago, | saw a notice for beginners line
dancing at Bickerton village hall. | had always fancied
giving it a go, but felt a bit nervous, so | persuaded my
work colleagues to come along too. We had an absolute
blast! | think a lot of people believe they “can’t dance”,
or "have two left feet” — | definitely thought | was one of
those people! Turns out, all you need is a sense of
humour! | think we all burned more calories through
laughing that first evening, stepping all over each other
and trying to turn the right way (rarely managed!).
However, from then, we were all hooked — learning the
routines, enjoying such a range of music, and meeting
new friends, in our beloved village hall, what more could
you ask for on a Thursday evening?!

Being able to dance isn't necessary at all, everybody
learns the steps together and it's such a supportive and
welcoming group. The feeling of mastering a routine you
feel like you'll never get when you first start, is quite
exhilarating (if it were easy, no one would bother, right!?!)
and the songs range from traditional, country, to pop, to
dance, and everything in between!

| found | loved this new hobby so much | felt I'd like to do
more, and so joined another super group in Nantwich
(Civic Hall, Wednesday evenings!) — going from
someone who had never done any form of dancing, to
someone who wouldn’t dream of making any other plans
on Wednesday or Thursday nights.

Line dance classes also opened up a new world socially,
we were invited to Line dancing socials (lots of dancing
along with snacks, another favourite hobby...! And raffles,

Irish bingo, charity fundraising), meeting new people and
seeing new dances we would ask our instructor to show
us at our next class. | made new friends to meet outside
of class, too; I've even gained a new running buddy and
hopefully lifelong friend purely from giggling together on
Thursday evenings trying not to collide with the walls or
each other. It's also brought me even closer to my
wonderful work family, and we can sometimes even be
found practicing routines in our wellies in the yard or
parlour (we're on a dairy farm!). A few of us have even
booked to go on a line dancing weekend in April!

| think it's important to find a form of movement that
suits you — | know a lot of people who think they just
don't enjoy exercise (despite knowing the benefits it
offers); | truly believe they've just not found their ‘thing’. |
also believe dance could be the answer! You're so busy
having fun and concentrating, you don't realise how
many steps you are clocking up, it's pretty impressive! If
you can find a friendly class and try and remember
everybody else feels as self-conscious at first (including
the instructor!), it may just open up a new chapter! I'd
read articles about dancing being good for the mind, the
health benefits not just physical but good for social and
emotional health too. I'm also keen to stay active during
the dark miserable winter months, particularly when it
goes dark so early and it's tempting to hibernate!

If anybody would like any more details of local classes or
just to chat line dance, I'm all ears — just don't tell me
where you live or that you're free on
Wednesdays/Thursdays: I'll have you on a dance floor
before you can say 'yee-haw!’
bickertonbootscooters@gmail.com
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A walk round Sadlers Wells
Wood in April

What a pleasure to visit Sadlers Wells Wood for the first
time ever. The gods were looking down on us as the sun
was shining strongly and the springtime light was
magical. There is a balance to be struck when visiting a
wood as a keen bird watcher; too many leaves and the
birds are difficult to see, too early in the season and the
winter migrants have left and the summer visitors have
not yet arrived.

Our visit just about hit the sweet spot with the year round
woodland crew of robins, blackbirds, chaffinches, tits and
wrens both visible and singing to stake their claim on a
breeding territory. If we had been in the wood during the
winter or early spring, the lone song would have been
that of the robins, whose soulful song is heard all year
round. Other birds in the winter months restrict
themselves to contact calls only as they flit through the
trees, the smaller birds in multi species flocks in an
attempt to avoid the sparrow hawk's gaze.

The tall oaks in the wood are both a joy to behold and a
challenge when looking up into the canopy for our
feathered friends. A couple of canopy species were very
audible: the great tit with its "teacher, teacher" call and
the chiffchaff with its onomatopoeic call. The latter is the
first warbler to call each spring and many of those calling
will have braved our warming winters rather than migrate
with most of the other warblers to Africa. They are a
pointy blue tit sized bird that is always in motion, flitting
from branch to branch looking for insects and, surprising
for a bird that spends its life high up in trees, they nest on
or close to the ground in nettle or bramble patches.

As we walked on through the old wood, larger birds were
visible and audible: the ubiquitous wood pigeon and two
members of the corvid family, the rook and the jackdaw.
The rooks were "cawing" non-stop as they flew to and
from their nests which are always high up in a group
called a rookery and made of large twigs. They are the
first bird to nest most years and feed out in the fields on
ground insects, worms and larvae in the soil. The
Jackdaws are garrulous, nest in tree holes when living in
the wood and make a sudden "chak" sound once or more
as they fly. In towns they have a habit of nesting on or in
chimneys which is why they occasionally can be found
looking bemused and sooty in fireplaces! In the
background there was a song thrush calling from a lofty
perch. Their stamina is amazing, they are often the first
bird to start with the dawn chorus and can keep up a

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk

stream of tuneful, strident notes and repetitions for many
hours.

Lovely as the day was, there were no star species until a
thicket produced not one but two blackcaps competing
with vigorous song. These are another warbler species
that cannot make up its mind if it is a migrant and the
likely cause of the energy being used in the singing is that
the thicket was unclaimed as a territory. The males are a
six inch long thin, predominantly grey bird with a black
cap. The silent females are the same with a russet cap
and the male's song is acknowledged to be second only
to the incredibly rare nightingale. Difficult to see but a
few minutes standing still by the thicket they have chosen
to sing from should yield a fleeting glimpse.

My mind was starting to think of birds that such a
woodland should support and the friends showing us the
wood confirmed greater spotted woodpeckers were
present. Perseverance looking in the crown of the oaks
showed a nuthatch zipping up and down vertical trunks
looking for grubs and spiders. These are charismatic
birds, similar to a woodpecker in habits but the size of a
sparrow. They eat acorns and nuts through the winter,
hence their name, as they wedge the nuts in the fork of a
tree and then "hatch" the nut with their bills. A close look
at one is a privilege as they are slate grey/blue on top
with a yellowy underside and a black mask around the
eyes. | was surprised they were not singing as they have
a variety of piercing "weeps and woops" which they use in
the mating season.

Two species that | was surprised not to see were the long
tailed tit and the willow warbler. The former is a pinkish
and black tiny bird with a lollipop stick for a tail which is
always found in family groups whizzing through the trees
with heir "zee zee zee" contact calls keeping everyone
together. The latter is almost indistinguishable from the
aforementioned chiffchaff (slightly lighter legs) but has a
very different song and is a true migrant. The song is a
lovely downward cascade of notes and for me is the true
sign that spring has arrived. A visit to the newly planted
wood in early May should result in seeing willow warblers.
A useful phone app is Merlin. This will allow you to
identify bird calls as you take the walk and the data
collected is used by conservation science. We are looking
forward to visiting the wood again over the years and
seeing how the management of the habitat progresses.

John Rowley



Remembering Ann Posnett

Below is an edited version of the family eulogy given at Ann’s funeral

There was nothing Ann enjoyed more than
a funeral. It was the one event where she
could legitimately arrive extremely early.
She arrived early to most things. She was
guaranteed a front row seat in her
wheelchair. You could wear a hat, she loved
wearing a hat, and then onto her favourite
meal — a funeral tea. She was the
connoisseur of the funeral tea; the life of the
deceased was judged entirely on the quality B
of the egg sandwiches. She would : .
immediately call her son Phillip afterwards =
to report on who was there and who might
be next! “They all looked so old and
decrepit!” — the irony completely lost on her.

1

Ann was born on 10 October 1940 in Altrincham. She was born to
Elizabeth Bell and her first husband Jimmy Becher who died the
following year in a wartime explosion. Elizabeth went on to marry
Lee Hardy whom Ann always thought of as her father. Her siblings
John, James and Rose all followed in quick succession — they always
referred to each other as “sister Ann”, “brother John”, “brother
James” or “sister Rose”, as if they are part of some religious order.
She enjoyed an idyllic childhood as her father had homes at
Radbroke Hall, near Knutsford, where they had Potiphar the pig who
lived in the drawing room, and Granny Olga who lived in the
ballroom. Potiphar the pig would go to the polo on a lead with
Elizabeth as Lee was a very keen polo player. Ann was a keen rider
in her youth and Lee bought her a horse which only had one eye,
hence why the price was so low. Home was also a house on Culross
Street in Mayfair, Dalystown House in County Galway, Ireland, and a
short-lived property in Jamaica. So lots of travelling en famille with
Daisy the Irish Nanny.

She went to school at St David's in Englefield Green, followed by
that essential 20th century training at a finishing school from the age
of twelve at St George's in Montreux, Switzerland, where she made
many lifelong friends. More importantly she became a very stylish
skier, ornamenting the slopes with her sister Rose. On one occasion
Ann and Rose fashioned two nun’s outfits out of black plastic bags
for a fancy dress competition, certainly the winners for enterprise if
nothing else.

She then did a typing course at Pitmans. Anyone who ever had any
correspondence from her had it typed, and she typed at speed on
her trusty typewriter. At boarding school her children, Phillip and
Susanna, would often get the same letter which was written basically
like press releases (cousins copied in) with headlines at the top (“So
and so is dead”) and near the bottom you'd find a random and
highly fictitious paragraph about each family member, it would end
abruptly "love Mummy" — also typed.

Her first job was as a secretary with the Girl Guides in London. She
then moved to Montréal in Canada to work for a Japanese import
and export company called Mitsuii where she was secretary to the
managing director Mr Funisaka with whom she kept in touch until
he died. Her boyfriend at the time was an American, P D Block IIl.
His parents employed private investigators to check out if she was

An and John Posntt

suitable for their son who would inherit a
large American steel business in Chicago.
Alas, we never saw their report.

: When she returned to London, she took a
job in the press office at the American
Embassy in Grosvenor Square where she
worked until she married John Posnett. It
was very convenient being two doors
down from their house in Culross Street.
The house memorably became an
emergency tea station for the police
during the 1968 Vietnam War Riot in
Grosvenor Square — Ann was never one
for long haired hippies.

She was married in Grosvenor Square to John in 1972, not one of the
good looking boyfriends but definitely the kindest and the best.
They'd met on a double date with her sister Rose and John's cousin,
David Posnett — both of whom had talked so much that John hadn't
got a word in edgeways — so he invited Ann out the following
night. Fast forward to the day of wedding he had organised a white
Rolls-Royce to take Ann and her father Lee to church. When it
arrived Lee said he wouldn't be seen dead in a white Rolls—Royce so
proceeded to follow the Rolls on his bicycle in his top hat and tails.
This spectacle was waved off by the entire staff standing baffled on
the front steps at the American Embassy seeing her father bicycling
behind the car.

Ann wasn't entirely sure while on honeymoon whether she'd be
moving into Tiresford with her mother in law, but on her return, she
was relieved to find Betty standing on the front door steps with a
suitcase packed. Ann got on very well with Betty — a total contrast
to her own mother. Betty always admired Ann's prolific and
professional sewing skills. If you wanted curtains making, chairs re—
upholstered or clothes altering Ann Posnett was your go—to. Her
move to Tiresford as a farmer’s wife — of sorts — meant she quickly
immersed herself into village life getting involved with Saint Jude's
church at Tilstone Fearnall; opening the gardens for the National
Garden scheme, hosting hunt meets and joining John at the many
many agricultural shows and the Guernsey Society on tours all over
the world. She even managed to combine this with her great love of
photography; there are as many photos of cows as of family and
friends in her albums.

Each year she would entertain her staff and, more importantly, all
the retired staff, widows, etc., which far outnumbered the current
staff, with a Christmas party. Afterwards, she would show them
slides of her holidays with John which were usually quite unusual, as
they used to go on trips organised by Tim and Rosie Strickland to
places like Libya, Syria and Jordan. John would feature in all the
photos and she would say: “No one wants to just look at ruins”.
Most were fast asleep by the end, including John.

Ann will be remembered for her wirehaired dachshunds from the
Artful Dodger, Kipper to Patsy; for her hospitality, especially her teas,
and her phenomenal Florentines, for her kindness, and as Max, her
nephew, said "a readiness to take responsibility” even if not always
invited.
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A message from
Bunbury Cricket Club

Bunbury Cricket Club thrives as it expands,
invests, and welcomes women's cricket — A
perfect opportunity for local sponsors!
At a time when many grassroots
sports clubs are struggling,
Bunbury Cricket Club is bucking
the trend — thriving, expanding,
and investing in its future. With a
booming junior section, a
LI growing men'’s squad, and now
. an exciting new women'’s team
launching soon, this village club is
proving that community sport is
alive and well in Cheshire. The
club’s continued success is thanks
to a dedicated team of
volunteers, players, and
£ supporters who work tirelessly to
ensure cricket in Bunbury remains
inclusive, competitive, and welcoming to all.

Exciting Developments for 2025 and beyond
The past year has been a huge success, and
investment is at an all-time high. Funds raised from
the Bunbury Cricket Summer Ball 2024 have
allowed the club to make much-needed
improvements and secure its future growth,
including:
e Major investment in our thriving junior section
— ensuring the next generation has the best
facilities and coaching to develop their skills.

e Upgraded training facilities —
we're relaying the surfaces of the
nets, giving players of all ages and
abilities top—class practice
conditions.

e A brand-new women'’s cricket
team — a hugely exciting step for

the roof off; thankfully we were insured so we're

improving facilities.
A club at the heart of the community — and a
fantastic sponsorship opportunity Bunbury Cricket
Club isn't just about cricket — it's a community hub.
With family—friendly events, social gatherings, and a
commitment to growing the game for everyone, the
club has become a shining example of what
grassroots sport can achieve. As the club expands,
so do the opportunities for local businesses to get
involved, support the community, and gain valuable
exposure. We are actively seeking sponsors to help
fund our continued growth, and this is the perfect
opportunity for businesses to:

e Support local sport and give back to the
community

e Gain fantastic brand exposure through events,
team sponsorships, and club promotions

e Fulfil corporate social responsibility (CSR)
commitments by investing in grassroots sport

e Be part of an ambitious, growing club that's
making a real difference

Whether you are a local business looking for
exposure or a company passionate about
supporting community initiatives, partnering with
Bunbury Cricket Club is a win-win.

For more information on joining the club,
sponsorship opportunities, or upcoming events,
contact us: Emma Bellis Ferreira
Coachbellis@gmail.com

the club, welcoming even more
players into our cricket family.

e A new away team changing room
— we turned a challenge into a
positive when Storm Darragh blew

www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk
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ommunity even

Bunbury Village Day is now
in its 56th year, and the BVD
team is busy putting the
final touches in place for this
much-anticipated event,
which will take place on
Saturday, 14 June. This year,
Bunbury Village Day is
turning up the volume with
a celebration of music and a day of Summer Sounds! A
host of musical contributors will ensure there's
something for everyone.

You won't want to miss the very energetic and
colourful Karama Samba, Wombat & Muttley with their
infectious pirate ditties, Bunbury’s very own Just Sing
Choir, the ever-popular Chester Brass Band, newly
formed rockers Rebel Yeld, versatile vocal duo The
Harmonies, the legendary Lost Boys, and firm
favourites The Easy Peelers, not to mention a liberal
sprinkling of “Open Mic" performers.

Everyone is invited to find their musical groove by
joining in the fun and performing with first-time visitors
Green Man Morris, as well as adding to the wonderful
rhythms of Karama Samba in the main arena. There are
also plans for musical party games in the arena for
children of all ages!

Bunbury Village Day is well known for its Parade, and
this year will be no exception. Anyone dressed in a
music-themed costume can take part, and we are
looking forward to seeing Rock Stars, Disco Divas, Rock
and Roll Legends, as well as Classical Composers and
Conductors!

The Parade will also feature an array of vehicles, from
tractors to cars, scooters, and bikes! This special day
will also include the Bunbury Rose Queen and
Attendants, a well-stocked bar and BBQ, a super
selection of stalls, thrilling fairground rides, and much,
much more!

WALKEEZ o
Local Dog i %‘Oq.?;x
Walking

Service
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To advertise your business with us and speak directly to our 3,500 regular readers,
please email parishlinkads@stbonifacebunbury.org

744 Welcome aboard!

Boeing 747-400 fixed base
Flight Simulator and Upper
Deck experience

EXPERIENCE

Try your hand at ‘flying’ the iconic Jumbo
Jetinside an original British Airways 747
cockpit, a unique experience or gift

(no previous flying experience is necessary).

Now open near Tattenhall, Cheshire.

www.744experience.co.uk

THE BUNTING
' PARTNERSHIP

THINKING OF EXTENDING, RENOVATING OR A NEW BUILD?
THEN PLEASE GET IN TOUCH

The Bunting Partnership Ltd, Chartered Architects, create quality and imaginative designs to improve your lifestyle.

For enquiries, please call 01829 863663, visit our website buntingpartnership.com or contact cathy@buntingpartnership.com




e TO TAKE ADVANTAGE

TEL: 01829 772577

Provia F AL UNBEnTnBlE
QUALITY UPVC

windows & doors since PHIGES'
198 '

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

Unit 4, New Russia Hall, Chester Road,
Tattenhall, Nr Chester CH3 9AH
www.sovereignwindows.co.uk
info@sovereignwindows.co.uk

Opening Hours: o

Mon-Fri: 8AM-4PM
Sat: 9AM-12PM

WILLIAM & MAURICE

EITCHENS = BATHROOMS = TILING

Piano tuning, repairs &
restoration

Andrew Dean
(Dip. NTC, CGLI, AVCM)

Five en-suite rooms
01829 261222
07713 321117

andrew@pianodean.co.uk

« Locally sourced food

= Setin the heart of Cheshire
« |deal for the Tarporley area
« Perfect for family holidays/occasio

DM

AUTO SERVICES

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT

: e GARAGE
Servicg.g & repairs : j h TARPORLEY Servicing and repairs
MOT testing pew i : :
Tyres, exhausts & batteries : —{ S DENTAL CENTRE MOT testing station

Free collection and delivery
Courtesy car available
Fast, friendly & efficient
service

The local garage with
the expert touch ...

Trading Standards approved
Fast, efficient & friendly service

01829 732253/733737
www.tarporley-service-centre.com

Unit 1, Bank Farm, Calveley
Hall Lane, Calveley CW6 9LB

Tel: 01829 738663
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MORNFLAK

Mighty Oats. Wardle Country Store
¥ &S ice Stati
GIVING BRITAIN SRemree maren

MIGHTY
MORNINGS

SINCEB7S

www.shop.hjlea.com | 01829 260304

o5k The Dysart Arms

| 3
oG

A truly classic English village pub with open fires, bookcases, lots of old oak and a lovely garden.

Daily menus of fresh food, local ales and a decent wine list.

01829 260183 - www.dysartarms-bunbury.co.uk

Bowes Gate Road * Bunbury = Tarporley « CW6 9PH
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Independent Funeral Services Ltd

www.jwifs.co.uk

Over 25 years local experience
NAFD Qualified
24 hours a day Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

HiLL VIEw
HIGH STREET I CROWN BUILDINGS TARPORLEY ROAD 74 WESTON GROVE
CLOTTON 40A MAIN STREET LATHAM AVENUE TARVIN UpTON
TARPORLEY FRODSHAM HEeLsey CHESTER CHESTER
CHESHIRE CHESHIRE CHESHIRE CHESHIRE CHESHIRE
CWé6 0EG WAé TAU WAS 0DX CH3 8NF CH2 IQL
TeL: 01829 781572 TeL: 01928 643078 TeL: 01928 391699 TeL: 01829 740002 TEL: 01244 952540

EMmAIL: jackie@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: helsby@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk EMAIL: upton@jwifs.co.uk

Golden Charter Lk

A.W.Burrows & Son ww»

Independent Family Funeral Directors

@ ESTABLISHED: 1841 %

Complete Funeral Arrangements, Funeral Plans Arranged,
Personal Day and Night Service,
Private Chapel of Rest in Peaceful Rural Surroundings
Snowdrop Villa, Swanley, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8QB

MEMBER

E52 01270 524243 / 07711468917

Email : info@awburrows.com

www.awburrowsnantwich.co.uk




- llingworth Seddon

Chartered Financial Planners

At Illingworth Seddon, we don’t over complicate things.

We follow a 3 step process to create a bespoke financial plan
which ensures you are fully aware of where your finances
are today, and where they could be in the future.

Starting with an honest, in -

depth discussion about o~ C

your goals, we’ll plan your b ‘-
roadmap to financial

peace of mind.

Design
Considering where you are today,
and where you want to be in the
future, we'll craft a financial
solution which is bespoke to you
and the life you want to live.

O/_\

Review

The review process never
really ends. We'll stay by
your side year after year,
making sure your financial
plan stays on track.

Sound interesting?

Contact us or visit
our new website
to find out more

01829 771707
info@illingworthseddon.co.uk

www.illingworthseddon.co.uk

oup's wealth management pradt [ ils 1 the Group's website www sjp.co.uk/products.
Seddon Chartered Financial Planners is a trading name of lllingworth Seddon Limited.




