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If you have not been to Bunbury
Mill recently you are missing a
real treat.

Bunbury Mill is run by volunteers
who look after it and who have
created a very special environment
for visitors.  It is a peaceful place
where you will be surrounded by
bird song and the sound of running
water.

Bunbury Mill is open on Sundays for
tours of the working mill, tea and
cakes, but you can walk to it at any
time. You will find the mill off Bowes
Gate Road, past the church, on your
right as you leave the village
towards Alpraham.  There is a small
car park, but you can also park near
the church and walk to it across the
field opposite the green and over
the stile.

The mill is the perfect place to be
creative and Sophie Parr is holding
art classes there this summer —
there are still some spaces available.

If you would like to support Bunbury
Mill, please consider joining the fun
on Sunday 6 July at 4:00pm to see
the Rain or Shine Theatre Company
perform “The Rivals” at the Yew Tree
Inn; a share of the proceeds will be
donated to the mill.   See pages 3
and 11 for more details.

https://www.bunburymill.com/visit-
us
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Six in one — A very special baptism
service took place at Calveley
Chapel on Sunday 9 March at which
Margaret and Grant Rowley’s six
grandchildren were baptised.

Congratulations to Vicky Rowley and
Adam Cheetham on the baptism of
Sebastián and Sophia;
congratulations to Kim and Mike Liall
on the baptism of Daisy and
Francesca; and congratulations to
Abbie and Duncan Bevan on the
baptism of Betty and Jax.

100 Club winning numbers — The
June draw for the club took place on
4 May after the 10:30am service at St
Boniface church.  The winning
numbers were: 11; 70 and 83.
Congratulations to the winners!

You may remember Bishop Mark’s
service and ride out at St Jude on
Sunday 11 May.  The collection raised
£150, which is to be split equally
between St Jude and the NW Air
ambulance. Thank you to old friends
and new who joined us before the
Bishop’s ride.
Please turn to page 5 to read the
behind the scenes story of the Party
in the Garden at Tilstone Lodge on
Sunday 1 June.

Bunbury WI meets on the second
Thursday of the month at Bunbury
Playing Fields Pavilion at 7:30pm.
On 10 July we look forward to Viv
Bettley-Eagles and the Bollywood
Dance for Fun Team.  Our August
meeting is members only — a picnic
in the pavilion. New members and
guests are warmly welcomed.  For
further information contact Lynda
Davies 01829 863781

Bunbury Gardening Club will meet
on Tuesday 15 July for a talk at the
Village Hall entitled “From seed to
pot — the journey of a new rose” by
Kate Brophy of Fryers Roses.  Learn
all there is to know about all types of
roses, see some beautiful specimen
exhibits that may be available for
sale afterwards.  This talk is to be
followed in August with an
afternoon visit to Fryers Nursery
when Kate will host us (the
restaurant will be open).

Visitors and members are all
welcome to meetings and visits –
see our Facebook page or contact
Margaret Bourne on  01829 260944
or mjbourne249@tiscali.co.uk
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The Link aims to celebrate our thriving community — the
things we do together and the places where we do them.
Last month we celebrated Tilly’s for its SME award.  This
month we introduce you formally to The Sheds, our
newest coffee shop  — turn to page 7 to learn more about
what Alex and Lucy bring to the village.  And in my travels
I came across The Traveller’s Rest in Alpraham (page 8).
Bunbury Mill is another place, run by a charitable trust,
which enriches our lives (front cover).  There are at least
two more businesses in our parish that we will showcase in
coming editions.  We are spoilt for choice!

There was a story in the news some years ago about an
Englishman called Eric King-Turner, aged 102, who set sail to
go and live in New Zealand to, in his words, “start a new
life”!  He was Britain’s oldest emigrant.  And why?  Because
Doris, his wife, originally from New Zealand, was feeling
homesick and they felt they should make the move.  Love
obviously kept them young.
One of the highlights of the summer months for me are
weddings and being a part of a couple’s big day.  The vows
of a marriage are one of the Church’s gifts to the world:
“I take you, to have and to hold from this day forward” —
that is, I won’t grip and I won’t let go.  I’ll have you in my life
and I’ll hold you with care.
“For better, for worse” — so, whatever comes our way.  We
don’t know how life will be but we’ll be there together.
“For richer, for poorer” — money helps in this life but it isn’t
who we are and we’ll still love each other even if we lose
everything.
“In sickness and in health”! — I’ll be there when you need
me; even if it means me giving up my freedom, I’ll be there.
“To love and to cherish” — I will not take you for granted,
but I will try to freshen my love for you each and every day.
“Till death us do part” — I don’t want to think about it, but it
will happen.  I’ll always know you were mine and I was yours
and that memory will keep me going.
“All that I am I give to you, all that I have I share with you” —
what more can one human being say to another?
This is love, and it is practical, brave, patient and sacrificial.
Similarly, Christians believe God’s relationship with humanity
is like a marriage or covenant, where we’re invited to
become better versions of ourselves through God’s
guidance and support.  God is faithful and his love is
unconditional, promising to be always there for us.  God will
never force us or overwhelm us.  God’s way, rather, is to woo
us and to win us.  All we have to do is say, “YES!” And like
Eric King–Turner, whatever your age or circumstance, you’ll
begin the greatest journey of your life. In the words of "One
more step along the world I go":

You are older than the world can be
You are younger than the life in me
Ever old and ever new
Keep me travelling along with you.

The gift
and
journey of
love

Please note our Annual Show is on Saturday 6 September
at 2:00pm in the Village Hall and show schedules are
available online on our Facebook page.   For further
information contact Lynda Davies 01829 863781.

Dates for your
diary
Rain or Shine bring
their performance of
“The Rivals” to the Yew
Tree Inn on Sunday 6
July at 4:00pm. This is
a perfect opportunity to
enjoy a lazy lunch
before the performance
or an early evening
supper afterwards!  No
panic about making up
a picnic, just bring a
comfy deck chair to
watch and absorb the
hilarious antics from
Rain or Shine!
Proceeds from ticket sales after the actors have been paid
will be shared between the Bunbury Watermill and the
venue. Please see page for more details.

Just Sing concert, “A Summer Beat”, including jazz, pop
and gospel songs, will take place at Tarporley Baptist
Church on Saturday 28 June at 7:30pm. Tickets include
refreshments and will be on sale at Tilly’s in Bunbury, and
Ginger & Pickles in Tarporley at £10.  Please see page 11 for
more details.

Decibellas summer concert “Let the River Run” will be at St
Boniface on Saturday 12 July at 7:30pm. It promises to be
an uplifting evening of musical favourites, timeless classics
and popular hits.  There will be a bucket collection for Soul
Kitchen in Chester at the end of the concert. Tickets (£10
adults, £5 children) and are available from Tilly’s in
Bunbury, Stitch in Tarporley and via the Decibellas website
decibellas.co.uk – please see page 11 for more details.

A word from the editor

The copy deadline for the August—September issue is
Friday 4 July.  The magazine should be delivered from
Saturday 26 July.  Please send notices to
parishlinkeditor@stbonifacebunbury.org
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Peace of mind
Peace.  It seems to be in short supply these days.  But there’s
hope.  Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you; it’s my peace that I
give you.  I don’t give it as the world does.  Don’t be worried
and upset; don’t be afraid.”
This is a message that Jesus kept repeating to His disciples.
So it must be important.  Peace is like a silken thread running
through the Bible.
Now, I don’t know what you think about when someone
mentions the word peace.  To you, it might mean an ending
of war in places like Ukraine or Gaza: something we all want.
Or it might be a desire to get away from the chaos of life.  Or
it might be silence.  All of these are aspects of peace.  But
Jesus takes peace to a totally new level. He says: “It’s my
peace I’m giving you.”
Peace? What peace?
So what does He mean?  Peace isn’t a soft, rather wimpy
thing.  The peace that Jesus gives is powerful.  It’s dynamic.
It’s God at work within us.
Firstly, His peace is about power:  God’s power working within
us.  It’s a power that overcomes fears and problems.  It
doesn’t make them go away but helps us to cope with them.
Secondly, His peace brings protection: against our fears and
what other people might do or say.  “The battle is mine,” says
God in the Old Testament.  Ultimately, whatever happens to
us — even if we die — we’ll be safe in God’s hands.
And thirdly, peace is about purpose: the assurance that if
we’re right with God, we’re on the right path — that’s there’s
a meaning to our lives.  It’s also about allowing God’s purpose
to work through us.
And finally, peace is about God’s presence within us.
Ultimately, that’s what it’s all about. Jesus promises to be with
us, if we follow Him. That’s quite a promise.
But we have a part to play as well.  He doesn’t force Himself
on anyone.  He wants it to be a two–way relationship.  And as
with any relationship, if one side isn’t really joining in, it won’t
work very well.  But if we follow Him, He’ll never leave us.
Knowing peace
Returning to His promise of peace, it can be hard to feel
peace in times of uncertainty.  It can be hard to trust God
when the world sometimes seems so evil and crazy.  But
peace isn’t just a feeling.  It’s a promise that if we keep
trusting, God will be with us.  And it’s that trust that’s
important in hard times.
Corrie ten Boom, who suffered a lot as a prisoner in a
concentration camp in the Second World War, said: “When a
train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don't throw
away the ticket and jump off.  You sit still and trust
the engineer.”

That’s not easy to do.  On one level, I don’t always find peace
easy to know: I can sometimes feel overwhelmed by problems.
But at the same time, deep down inside there’s a golden
nugget of God’s peace that gives me the strength to carry on.
So, even though you may be struggling with health,
relationship or financial issues.  Even though life sometimes
grabs you and shakes you until you wonder what’s happening.
Even when people let you down.  Even when you feel you’ve
let people down.  Even when it’s hard to see light at the end
of the tunnel… God is still there for you — if you allow Him
to be.
You may not feel it, because you’re so immersed in your
problems, but it’s true.  With God’s peace, you can still know
that deep within, He already knows you inside out.  And He
won’t let you go.
In Strictly Come Dancing, they talk a lot about a person’s core,
which gives them the strength to perform great and complex
movements. Unfortunately, my core is about as firm as jelly, so
I’m not a great dancer!  But the peace that Jesus gives is like a
dancer’s core — keeping us strong within when everything is
going haywire around us.
The apostle Paul said that three of the greatest attributes we
can have are faith, hope and love. But put them all together,
and what do you get? Peace.
As someone once said, “Worrying doesn’t take away
tomorrow's troubles. It takes away today's peace.”  So to
repeat, Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you; it’s my peace that I
give you.  I don’t give it as the world does.  Don’t be worried
and upset; don’t be afraid.”
So if anyone is struggling at the moment, the one thing I’d
pray for you is this:  “Peace be with you.”

Phil Allcock is a member of St Boniface and particularly loves their brunches!
He’s a freelance copywriter and children’s author

Our prayers
O God, we place our children and young people in
your hands.
We ask not that you will shield them from difficulty, but that
you will give them the strength to face it;
not that you will protect them from making mistakes, but
enable them to learn from them;
not that their lives will be easy, but that they will deal with
its challenges courageously.
Be with them when they are vulnerable, protect them from
lasting harm, and keep them always in your love.

Angela Ashwin
The Book of a Thousand Prayers (number 412)
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Church diary for July
Wednesday 2
July 10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday 6
July

8:00am BCP Communion
9:30am Morning Worship
10:30am Holy Communion
and Forest Church

St Boniface
St Jude
St Boniface

Wednesday 9
July 10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday 13
July

09:30am BCP Communion
10:30am Morning Worship
11:30 Morning Worship

St Jude
St Boniface
Calveley

Wednesday
16 July 10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday 20
July

9:30am Holy Communion
10:30am Third Sunday
Brunch
6:00pm Evensong

St Jude
St Boniface

St Boniface

Wednesday
23 July 10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

Sunday 27
July

9:30am Morning Worship
10:30am Holy Communion

St Jude
St Boniface

Wednesday
30 July 10:00am BCP Communion St Boniface

The Party in the Garden
at Tilstone Lodge
Mike Lightfoot shares the behind the scenes story of a great day at Tilstone Lodge

Our Party in the Garden was scheduled for Sunday 1 June.  Ed
and Jayne Reeves of Tilstone Lodge were our kind hosts for
our annual fundraising event.
During the week before, lots of shopping, checking prices
and preparation was carried out.  The catering for 90 guests
was in the capable hands of St Jude’s friends Sarah, Heather,
Pat and John, Ann Badrock, Liz and Marion.
Friday morning was dry and bright so texts went out and, in
due course, Phillip Posnett arrived with his marquee.  Roy
and Richard joined Ian Mullock, Phil Gresty, Ann Mullock,
Richard Brooks, Tom Mansell, Heather and Mike Lightfoot
and Elizabeth Marren on the field by the lake at Tilstone
Lodge — a lovely spot for a buffet lunch with great views of
the gardens to whet our appetite for a wander round later.
Tents were erected table and chairs laid out (a bit close
together in case it rained).
On Sunday we were off to the church hall for final
preparations instead of the service.  Then it happened — my
phone rang, and it was Ed Reeves:  “Morning Mike, would
you like to consider relocating your party; it’s getting very
windy down by the lake”  My first response was: “No!” but I
would come over and have a look.  Ed was right; but where
would we move?  As it turned out, the original stable yard
turned out to have a covered area ideal for our party.  But
how would we move everything in time?  Panic had not quite
set in but it was close!  Once again Ed had a solution: “No
problems I’ll get the big flatbed out and we can move it all in
30 minutes”.
With everyone’s help including Ryan, the gardener at Tilstone
Lodge, and Mrs Reeves, it was all done and set up in time for

the food to be brought over.
It did rain a little, but the new
venue was brilliant, the food
surpassed all expectations and
the gardens were fantastic.
Rose and Poppy Hayward
played and sang beautifully all
afternoon.  Ed and Jayne were
fabulous hosts, offering rides
around the garden to our less
mobile guests and taking time
to talk and explain anything
and everything.  In short,
everyone had an outstanding
afternoon in what has to be
one of the nicest gardens
anywhere.

All at St Jude wish to
record our thanks
especially to Ed & Jayne
Reeves for all their hard
work and hospitality, and
to everyone who helped
and everyone who
supported us and raised
over £1300.
(The photos show our
hosts, Jayne and Ed,
receiving our thanks for a
splendid day.)
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After an extraordinary 37–year career in
teaching, 36 of those at Bunbury Aldersey
CE Primary School, Ms Charlesworth is
retiring this summer.  Over her years at
Bunbury she has seen many changes and
worked for a number of different
headteachers.  Her remarkable dedication
and unwavering commitment to
generations of children in our village and
beyond have left an indelible mark on the
heart of our school and the wider
community.
Ms Charlesworth has been a pillar of
Bunbury Aldersey for over three decades.  Throughout her
career, she has embodied everything that makes a great
teacher: patience, wisdom and a genuine care for every child in
her classroom.  She has taught countless pupils the
foundations not only of English and Maths, but also of
kindness, curiosity and resilience. Many children — and now, in
some cases, their children — will remember her as the teacher
who helped them grow into who they are today.
In recent years, Ms Charlesworth also took on the important
role of Pastoral Manager across the Rural Church School
Academy Trust.  In this capacity, she provided crucial support
and guidance to children, families and staff across multiple

schools.  Her work extended far beyond the
classroom, ensuring that children felt safe,
supported and understood, especially in
challenging times. Her wisdom, compassion
and ability to see the bigger picture made her a
trusted and valued figure throughout the trust.
Whether leading a class, supporting colleagues,
or quietly making time for a child in need, Ms
Charlesworth has given her all, every single
day.  Her pastoral leadership, empathy and
steadfast commitment to children's wellbeing
have had a lasting impact that reaches well
beyond the walls of Bunbury Aldersey.

As she steps into a well–earned retirement, we extend our
deepest thanks to Ms Charlesworth for her exceptional service.
She leaves behind a legacy of love and learning that will long
be remembered.  A school collection has been opened for
anyone who would like to contribute towards a farewell gift.
Donations can be made via the school office for the attention
of Mrs Badger.
Thank you, Ms Charlesworth — for everything. You will be
deeply missed, and always remembered with great affection
and gratitude.

Nic Badger
Principal

Bunbury School news
A fond farewell to Ms Charlesworth

St Boniface’s bell ringers will commemorate VJ 80 Day

Friday 15 August is the 80th anniversary of the surrender of Japan to the Allied Forces in the Second
World War and the end of the war. The bells of St Boniface will ring from 6:30pm as part of national
events to commemorate the day.  On 8 May, when the bells rang to commemorate VE 80 day, Bunbury
Scouts joined the bell ringers to raise the VE 80 flag and they kindly shared their photos of the day with us.
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High Summer brings pleasantly warm nights for observing
the night sky.  It therefore sometimes surprises people to
learn that the Earth is at its furthest distance from the Sun
in its orbit at this time of year. Aphelion, as it is known,
occurs on 3 July at 8.55pm when we will be 152 million
kilometres from our Sun.
Mars has been in our skies for many months, but is now
approaching the Sun and will soon be lost to view.  Look
low in the west after sunset.  The planet sets around
11:00pm.  On 28 July, the crescent Moon passes just below
Mars.
Although we are losing Mars, Saturn is now becoming
more readily visible.  It rises about 11.30pm.  The Moon
lies to the right of the ringed planet on July 15.
Venus is brilliant in the pre-dawn sky, rising around
2:00am.  On the mornings of 21 and 22 July, the crescent
Moon forms a beautiful pairing with Venus.
Jupiter is also reappearing from behind the Sun.  It can be
seen in the second half of the month in the north-eastern
sky.  On 23 July, just before dawn, Jupiter lies just below
the Moon, with Venus to the right.
I am not sure if I have ever mentioned the seventh planet,
Uranus, in this column.  The reason being is that it is
rather faint and you need binoculars to see it.  Moreover,
it’s difficult to tell it apart from a star.  However, a good
opportunity to spot Uranus arises on 4 July, just before

dawn.  The Pleiades star cluster, Uranus and Venus are in
a line, presenting a super chance to spot Uranus.  Venus
is the brightest object in the sky.  Just as the sky is
brightening, a little after 3:00am, locate Venus with your
binoculars and focus carefully.  Then move the binoculars
up a little to see the small Pleiades star cluster.  Then try
to spot the “star” between — that is Uranus!

Bunbury Stargazer

Spotting Uranus on the morning of 4 July (SkySafari Pro)

Sky notes for July

The Sheds — another Bunbury gem
Tucked in the heart of Bunbury, The
Sheds is more than a coffee shop — it’s a
warm, welcoming space built around
great coffee, local produce and strong
community values.
From expertly brewed espresso to freshly
made brunch and cakes, The Sheds
champions quality with a conscience —
sourcing responsibly and supporting local
wherever possible.   The Sheds also acts
as a creative community hub, hosting
pop-ups, workshops and events that bring
people together.  Our walls are filled with
work from local artists and our shelves are
bursting with creations by local villagers.

The space has been designed to be as
welcoming to parents with buggies as it is
to remote workers or weekend brunch-
goers.  Our brand-new brunch menu is
bursting with fresh, flavourful dishes.
From creamy avocado toast with herby
feta and pomegranate, to indulgent
pancake stacks and vibrant acai bowls,
every bite is a burst of flavour.
Whether you're catching up with friends,
working remotely or simply taking a quiet
moment to yourself, The Sheds offers a
modern café experience rooted in village
life — stylish, sustainable, and proudly
local.



www.stbonifacebunbury.org.uk8

Getting the most out of your GP appointment
A couple of years ago, we published the following advice
which had been written by one of the Bunbury doctors.  It
was felt to be useful and so worth repeating.
A GP appointment is a valuable opportunity to receive expert
advice and care regarding your health concerns.  However,
many people feel rushed or overwhelmed during their
appointments, which can lead to unsatisfactory outcomes or
unaddressed concerns.
To obtain the most out of your GP appointment, it is
important to approach it with a clear plan and an
understanding of your priorities.
One common mistake that patients make when preparing for
a GP appointment is creating a long list of health concerns.
Whilst it may seem like a good idea to cover as many topics
as possible, this approach can actually be counterproductive.
Research has shown that when a doctor is faced with a long
list of concerns, they may be more likely to miss important
details.
Healthcare professionals advise focusing on one problem per
appointment.  This allows the GP to provide consistent, high–
level care (both for each problem and each patient) and
ensures that each issue receives the attention it deserves.  If
there are multiple issues, please ask reception if a double
appointment is possible.
If a double appointment is not possible, then please bring all
the issues up at the start of your appointment.  The GP will
use their knowledge and expertise to prioritise which issues
are likely to be most pressing to your health.  This will help
you prioritise your needs and ensure that you get the most
out of your appointment.

Finally, please remember that communication is key; be
honest about your symptoms, concerns and lifestyle habits.
This will help the GP make a more accurate diagnosis and
provide more personalised advice.  Your GP is there to help
you, and by working together, you can ensure that you get
the most out of your appointment and achieve better health
outcomes, as well as a more satisfying consultation.
 Training Day – July 2025
The practice will be closed from 13:00 on Wednesday, 16th
July 2025; it will reopen the following day at 08:00am.

Bunbury Medical Practice
July news

Staying hydrated in the summer heat – advice from our
nurses.
The human body is 60% water, so it is important to stay
hydrated.
The NHS advises drinking at least 6 to 8 glasses of fluid
daily as a minimum.  The amount we need to increase our
water intake will vary and can depend on factors including
how much time you will spend in the sun and if you will be
doing any physical activity.
Generally, experts recommend drinking 2 to 4 litres of
water during hot weather; it is also important to spread this
throughout the day to avoid drinking excessive amounts in
one go.
Try to avoid fizzy drinks as they can contain sugars.  Water
is best, but fruit teas and sugar–free juices are also
acceptable.  Limit alcohol and caffeine.
The elderly, young children and babies are more at risk of
dehydration.
Signs of dehydration include feeling thirst, a dry mouth,
dark-coloured urine or passing urine less frequently.

The Travellers’ Rest in Alpraham — Elaine Crotty writes

I was chatting to some Alpraham residents and we got onto the pub on the A51 which I thought was
closed.  It transpired that it’s not.  I was ashamed to say that I didn’t know that there was a bowling
green behind the pub.
The Traveller’s Rest has been in the same family for 125 years.  The present landlord’s great-
grandfather was the first family member to own it.  Mike Hewitt is now the landlord and inherited the
pub from his mother and aunt.  He has lived there all his life and took over running the pub in 2006
after working on the railways.
The pub has had a bowling green from 1921.  During the bowls season the green is used regularly and
has as a backdrop a first World War army hut that Mike thinks originated from Oswestry.  In its heyday
Barton’s coaches from Nottingham organised to call in for coffee for its customers on the way to
Llandudno and Rhyl, and then call in for drinks on the way home.  The pub is open (just for drinks)
from 6.00pm and from lunchtime at the weekends.
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“Just one thing” for a
healthier life

Embrace the Rain
This feels especially pertinent as I’m writing in early June and
it has rained every day for the last week; I hope it will have
improved by the time you read this!  New research is adding
weight to the folklore that says walking in the rain lifts the
mood.  We know that there is a lovely earthy smell after rain
which comes from a chemical called geosmin which is made
by bacteria in the soil; it has been shown that five minutes
after inhaling geosmin there is an increase in blood serotonin
and in alpha brain waves, which are associated with lifted
mood and relaxation respectively.  There is also a reduction
in C–reactive proteins in the blood, which are markers of
inflammation in the body.
Heavy rain also causes a physical disturbance to compounds
in soil which makes them release free electrons, which in turn
attach to oxygen molecules creating negatively charged ions.
Experiments have shown that breathing strongly ionised air

leads to an improvement in mood similar to that of an SSRI
(selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors) antidepressant, or
standard light therapy, in those who are chronically
depressed. It also boosts mood in those without depression:
an hour a day of breathing ionised air also boosts the
immune response.  The mechanism is uncertain but Dr
Michael Terman of Columbia University in New York suggests
that the negative ions might hyperoxygenate the blood in
the same manner as aerobic exercise.
Finally, a recent Japanese study showed that rainfall cleanses
the air by removing 20% of fine air particles which can cause
lung damage.  So there are three different ways in which rain
improves our wellbeing.  The ideal time to walk is just after
rainfall, and ideally two or three times per week.  So instead
of feeling sorry for people out with their dogs in all weathers
it’s time to imitate them!

Liv Weller

We have chosen to continue with this series of articles based on
the popular podcast by the late Dr Michael Mosley as testament
to his life’s work and passion for educating and helping people,
which is what we believe he would have wanted.

Gardeners’ July diary
This month we are looking at salvias.  A
member of the sage family.  For me they
are a splendid perennial at this time of
year. They are a long lasting plant,
however they are tender and can
disappear in a hard winter.  The best way
to overwinter salvias is to mound up
compost over the plant to protect it from
frost.
Two popular varieties are Amistad and
Hot Lips.  Amistad has blue black flower
spikes, which grow up to three feet tall.
Hot Lips has white red flowers.  There
are, however, many colours to choose
from.  Peach Melba was short–listed for
plant of the year at the Chelsea flower
show this year.  Berry Blast is deep red,
Blue Butterflies with mid blue flowers and

California Sunset a pretty pink.  All will
continue to give pleasure from early
summer to late autumn.
You can propagate Salvia by taking a
non–flowering stem, just below a pair of
leaves, about ten centimetres long.
Remove the lower leaves and pop the
stem into a pot of compost. Pop a plastic
bag over the pot to keep the plant moist,
then wait for the results to show a few
months later.  Remember to water
regularly.
Do visit your favourite garden centre and
explore the many different colours which
are available.  They will give you plenty of
colour and pleasure.
Happy gardening!

Keith



My father, Major Rowley Shears, was a lifelong amateur
radio enthusiast.  There is, however, an interesting untold
story about his extraordinary experiences during WW II after
he was posted to Egypt as part of the Royal Corps of Signals.
His initial job was to set up communications for the Allied
Forces.  Then, one night he chanced upon German
communications on his radio.  Upon further investigation, it
was discovered that these were German tank commanders
on the Eastern Front in the Soviet Union.  Because it was not
known at the time that these signals could travel long
distances under certain conditions, they were not using
code. Reporting his discovery to his superior officers allowed
important military intelligence to be gathered.
As a result, in 1941 my father was recruited to the secretive
Security Intelligence Middle East (SIME) organisation, part of
MI6, in Cairo.  Under the watchful eye of Colonel Dudley
Clarke, he entered the world of deception which saw him
posing as a German agent and being awarded the Iron Cross
for his efforts.
Growing up, my father told the family about his wartime
experiences in Egypt and Greece, and just after the war,
about his time working for the Control Commission for
Germany.  It was here in Frankfurt that he met my mother,
who was also working for the Control Commission.  In later
life, before passing away in 2009 at the age of 90, he made
copious notes about his experiences.
My older brother, Richard Shears, has used these notes to
prepare a biography which covers our father’s lifetime work
in the world of radio communications also provides an
insight into the world of the intelligence services in the
Middle East during WW II.

“Conversations over the Airwaves — and the deception
transmissions that hoodwinked the enemy: The
extraordinary life of Major Rowland ‘Rowley’ Shears, BEM,
TD, G8KW” was published on 1 July. It is available from
all good booksellers, including Amazon.

“Conversations over the airwaves and the deception transmissions that hoodwinked the enemy”

Often items are dropped off for Rev Tim that
are associated with the church.  Mike Bourne
sent Tim a box with some window fragments
from when the church was bombed in 1942.
When our editor asked Mike about it this was his
reply: “St Boniface has such an amazing history.  I
know very little other than they were items
collected by my father Harry Bourne, probably in
the early 1950s.  He was a regular churchgoer and
knew the then vicar Maurice Ridgway, who I
believe gave them to him.  The broken glass was
part of the windows damaged during the war,
and the tile was presumably one taken up when
the present floor was laid.
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YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT
GARAGE

Servicing and repairs
MOT testing station

Free collection and delivery
Courtesy car available

Fast, friendly & efficient
service

Unit 1, Bank Farm, Calveley
Hall Lane, Calveley CW6 9LB

Tel: 01829 738663

Piano tuning, repairs &
restoration

Andrew Dean
(Dip. NTC, CGLI, AVCM)

01829 261222
07713 321117

andrew@pianodean.co.uk
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